
Cumbria GeoConservation

Highlights 2024
Sylvia Woodhead

Geological co-Ordinator (WAF)
CBDC Recorders’ Conference Feb 25

Stanley Force – a new LGS (plans)



Many talks, guided walks & 
school visits and more

Cumbria GeoConservation

• Voluntary Special Interest Group of 
Cumbria Wildlife Trust. 3 meetings

• ~ 20 members, including NT, NE, AI,CWT

• Designate Local Geological Sites (LGS)

• Working to review & update site data

• To ensure protection through the 
planning system

• To inform & educate the public about 
LGS & geology of Cumbria

• Our records are held by CBDC

• CBDC hosts our web site

• www.cumbriageoconservation.org.uk

On the way to review  Ashes 
Wood LGS, in the rain

http://www.cumbriageoconservation.org.uk/


Local Geological Sites, formerly RIGS

• Defra Local Sites 2006- RIGS became LGS
• Geological equivalent to Local Wildlife Sites
• Guidelines for selection (GCUK)

– Value for education and lifelong learning
– Intrinsic scientific interest
– Landscape value & promotion of public awareness
– Historical value and context of geological thinking
Now around 300 LGS in Cumbria- details via CBDC
Protected through the planning system
Issues- obscured by vegetation, tree planting, how to 
record sites at risk from climate change?



CBDC host our web site 
and LGS data. 
Public interactive map

Red = 5* sites (36)

2024 
Designated 4 new LGS
Archived 13 LGS
Visited 84 LGS
24 MSS updates, including 
boundary changes
20 planning responses
Web site regularly 
updated

Closer relations with 
Geologists Association, 
Natural England & 
Landscape Recovery 
Schemes

Considering  designation 
of Ormsgill Banks, Barrow



LGS review – update of data



Archived LGS Head House Quarry, Cartmel. In a private garden, never visited since designated 
in 1993. Carolina is on the junction of Park Limestone below & Urswick Limestone above 



Archived LGS Head House Quarry, Cartmel. In a private garden, never visited since designated 
in 1993. Carolina is on the junction of Park Limestone below & Urswick Limestone above 



Birkrigg Common, Ulverston – new LGS. 
Junction Park Limestone below, Urswick Limestone above



Clints Quarry Moota, nr 
Cockermouth – subject of 
several planning 
applications



Pebble Events
West Walney Island (above), 
Roundhouse, May half  term

Windy at Barrow Docks, 
August. Barrow mayor & her 
Consort. 
Led to many school visits



Westmorland Dales Day July 2024, Kirkby Stephen





Finally- to look forward 
to in 2025 

Geological 
Interpretation boards; 
plans for great unveiling 
events in May 2025. 

Millom Rock Park- 14 
new boards

Holme Park Quarry, 
Burton-in-Kendal, 
replacement board for 
Quarry Viewpoint LGS
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