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Mecoptera — Scorpionflies and Snowfleas




Raphidioptera - Snakeflies




Draft key to British Snakeflies using forewing characters visible in photographs — Steve Garland, 2022

This is 2n attempt to provide a better guide for identifying UK Snakeflies from photographs. Hind-wings are usually impossible
to see, but in good pictures, there will often be encugh visible to confirm an identification. Neurgpters are prone to stypical
wing-venation on occasion, so caution is always required, but | hops that this key may help with IDs. You also need to be careful
&5 in some phatos the hind wing wenation can show through and cause confusion. | would of courze welcoms feedback and
constructive criticism — s2nd to steve@stevegarland.co.uk. | have also included notes on three species that may turn up/ be
discovered in the UK.

1 - Pterostigma as long as cell below it—

Goto2

- Pterostigma up to 2/3 length of call below it —

Goto3

2 —Three veins leaving cells 1 and 2

JYanrhossiama santhestiama - Small Snakefly

As it is possible that the front wing venation is not
100% relighle — alzo check the following:

Soope yellow, not brown ot the bose

Heod broadly trismguar and fiot

Qceill fon top of heod) not raised and rear twe
closer to the sides of the head thon to each
other - lgft image

Himdwing veing/cells as ot bottom of poge 2 is
o clear difference

- Four veins leaving cells 1 and 2

Subilla confinis - Scarce Snakefly

Soope brown ot base and yellow ot the tip
Heod rother comvex, block with o brown centrol
band and coarsely sculptured

Ocelll raised and closer together

Hing'wing veins/cells os ot bottom of page 215 o
clear difference

Widespreod, but Iocol in central, ggstern and south-
egstern England. in Eurcpe is ossocisted especiolly with
Jruit trees, but hos been found on ook and maple.
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3 —5mall apical vein extending from stigma to wing-tip — this is usually very distinctive in photos

Arlanzachaphidia maculicallis - Pine Snakefly

Found in Scotiond, England and Wwoles, but most
numerous in the south. Aszocigted with coniferous
ond deciduous woodlond, possibly especiolly ping.

- Mo apical vein running from the stigma. Branched vein running from cell 1. Gotod

4 - 2 veins crossing the dark brown stigma, =12 costal veins

Phasostiama na1asa - Oak Snakefly

This is o distinctive species in the Uk where the very dark
\pterostigna gives an immediote clue that it may be this
species and the number of costal veins i also disgrostic
However, in Southern Europe it is part of o complex of
species and presents identification challenges! Widespread
in Englond ond Winles.

- 1wein crossing the dark brown stigma, <10 costal veins

Raphidig aphigpsis - Northern Pine Snakefly

This species has not yet been found in the UK, but is found
widely in Scandingvia, Belgium and the Netherlonds, 5o i
very likely to be aiscovered, possibly with Scotiond the most
likely orea? Associcted primarily with Pine in Europe.

Additional species:

*  [nocellia crossicarnis — Square-headed Snakefly: Known from Morway, Swedsn and
Belgium. It belongs to 2 different family (Ingrellidge) and is immediately distinctive

becsuze it has no cross-vein in the yellow-brown pterostigma and has no ocelli on
the top of its head. Itz head is also rectangular, not narrowing towards the neck, as
in the other spedes. In Scandinaviz it is associated with Pine on hot, dry sites.

*  Dichrostigme flayiges — Bicoloured Snakefly: Known from Sweden and Germany,
but not Belgium, Netherands or France so maybe unlikely in the UK st present. it
would key to fgehidi eghiposis, but has 2 very distinctive, bicoloured stigma —
dark at the base and pale distally.

Motes on hind-wing venation

Plant’'s 1997 key uses some useful hindwing characters, but these are rarely, if ever, visible in photographs. There are
two forms {based on the form of vein MA) as shown below and the genera fall into these two groups:

(a) Arlqntoranhidia, Sonthastiama (b} Subilla, Phasostiame, Raphidia, Dishrastiama
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steve@stevegarland.co.uk

Facebook:
UK Lacewings & Allies Recording Scheme
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