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Many leaflets and trail guides

Cumbria GeoConservation

• Specialist group of Cumbria Wildlife 
Trust

• Members are volunteers
• Current aims are to modernise 

recording & storage of site data- on-
going

• To ensure protection through the 
planning system

• To inform & educate the public 
about LGS & geology of Cumbria

• Our records are held by CBDC
• CBDC hosts our web site
• Involved in Westmorland Dales
• 3 new GeoTrails



The Westmorland Dales Landscape Partnership
Geology Project 1.1 Revealing the Foundations

Little Asby Scar – a new LGS



Timescale and Funding

Development phase:

• February 2017 – August 2018 (Round 2 HLF bid)

• £317,000 including HLF, partners and volunteer time

Delivery phase:

• Spring 2019 –summer/ autumn 2023

• £3,455,000 including HLF, partners and volunteer time

Long-term legacy:

• Benefits for heritage, people and communities as part 
of extended Yorkshire Dales National Park



Geology Project

• Dr Elizabeth Pickett & designer Marcus Byron were appointed, with 
a view to

• Writing CBDC data sheets for the 7 existing & 11 new LGS 
– Flakebridge unconformity, Pinskey Gill, Bents, Potts Beck, Stone Gill, Ash Fell Edge, 

Marl Crag tufa breccia, Janny Wood, Waitby, Pate Hole, Trainriggs erratic

www.cumbriageoconservation.org.uk

• Producing 14 public information sheets for Open sites
• 10 Earthcaches- see Westmorland Dales web site 
• Webinars, geology & Ice  Age Walks, 

• 3 Geo-Trails 
– Orton
– Smardale
– Kirkby Stephen- Stenkrith- Nateby

http://www.cumbriageoconservation.org.uk/


www.cbdc.org.uk/cumbria_geoconservation_home

http://www.cbdc.org.uk/cumbria_geoconservation_home
















Local Geological Sites, formerly RIGS

• Defra Local Sites 2006- RIGS became LGS

• Geological equivalent to Local Wildlife Sites

• Guidelines for selection (GCUK)
– Value for education and lifelong learning

– Intrinsic scientific interest

– Landscape value & promotion of public awareness

– Historical value and context of geological thinking

Now around 300 LGS in Cumbria- details via CBDC

Issues- obscured by vegetation, updated knowledge



CBDC host our 
web site and 
LGS data 

3 new LGS
3 new reviews

Red = 5* sites





Fell End Clouds LGS- an eroded plunging anticline





Bighill Cutting LGS
John Strutt
Conservation 
Foundation

Robinson Limestone-
with thrust faults





Askham Fell LGS, reinstated, renamed

An active sink hole where drift is 
falling into a widened joint in the 
limestone below, is being monitored

25 Dec 2020

2 April 2022





Lowhouse Woods, Armathwaite LGS
Most northerly exposure of Brockram, 
along River Eden. 
Channels in red sandstone filled with 
Brockram 

Raised to 5*, updated account, new 
photos





Hodbarrow Point LGS Millom, quarry with Lowther Fault, 
and minor iron ore veins, and foreshore, with fossils





Kiln Bank Cross LGS, Ulpha, view of Stickle Pike, Dunnerdale- explosive BVG ignimbrites



And finally another new GeoTrail round Tarn Hows for wheelchair users
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