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What is an Open Mosaic Habitat (OMH)?

Simply, an open mosaic habitat (OMH) Is an area where there Is
patchwork (mosaic) ainvegetated (baredr verysparselycovered
substrate; these between othgratches that are more densely
vegetated.
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The particular importance of the bare or sparsely vegetated
patches Is that they provide a substrate suitable to those plants
and lichens that are early colonisers, namely those that are less
able to compete against more robust species.

In the animal taxa these bare or sparsely covered areas can

provide basking areas (e.g. reptiles, invertebrates) as well as site
for egglaying (e.g. bees, wasps).



The substrate(s) could include concrete, rubble, soil, sand, grave
furnace slag, limestone waste, pulverised fly ash, coal waste, etc

The structure of the substrate can be varied; from almost solid
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As the substrate Is weathered, infiltrated by roots or damaged In
other ways, It becomes usable by a greater number of individuals
a species and by a greater range of species.
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