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This newsletter will inform you about...

Cumbria Recorders' Conference 2022
Fellfoot Forward County Wildlife Site training 
Pollinator species ID training and recording days
Species & Local Nature Recovery Strategy
Recording Wildlife on Farms
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Dear Recorder

Another year has flown by and like many others I have not done as much recording as I hoped I
would in January!  But I am pleased to report that CBDC has had a good year.
 
I would like to thank all of you that completed our questionnaire earlier this year.  CBDC is in the
process of producing its next 5 year business plan and we hope you will recognise some of the
ideas to improve our support to recorders.  In October we were able to employ an Admin
Assistant to help Stuart process the records that we receive.  Not only does this means that we
are now processing records faster but Stuart now has more time to focus on training in ID and
surveying.



CBDC has also been working with partner organisations across the county on a range of
different projects.  Some of which are mentioned in this newsletter and others you will find out
about at the CBDC conference in February.

Best wishes
Debs, CBDC Manager

Cumbria Recorders' Conference 2022
Once again, the Cumbria Recorders’ Conference will be an online event.  Visit the CBDC
website to book your place.
We know that an online conference is not the same as meeting up in person to share and swap
recording stories and so CBDC staff are investigating a half day event in the Autumn. 

Surveying Barrow Slag Banks  ©Jo Sayers University of Cumbria
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https://www.cbdc.org.uk/get-involved/recorders-conference/


2022 Recording and Training Events
CBDC is a partner in a number of projects which require surveying and species identification
training.  We are looking at ways that CBDC can open these events to our wider community of
recorders by running a recording sessions alongside them.   In particular we are keen to use
these sessions to visit under recorded sites and encourage more people to practice recording
invertebrates.  The planned projects so far are all led by the Project funding and are all mainly in
the North of the county.   CBDC is identifying sites around the rest of the county for its own
recording days and training events to offer a more geographically balanced programme. 

Cumbria Fungi Group
Stuart our Recording Officer is looking for sites for the group to look at Spring fungi in February
and March.  If you know of a good place to foray please contact Recordingofficer@CBDC.org.uk.
 

Open Mosaic Habitat (Brownfield) Site Surveys
CBDC has funding from Natural England to survey the brownfield sites in the county. The first
phase is to establish if they exist and to prioritise full botanical surveys.   The sites need to be
visited before April (not our choice for survey time).   If you would like to help contact
StuartC@cbdc.org.uk.

 
Fellfoot Forward
Led by North Pennines AONB Partnership. The Fellfoot Forward is a major project to conserve,
enhance and celebrate the natural and cultural heritage of a special part of the North West of
England. Developed with local communities and organisations and running until 2024, the
scheme was awarded funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund.
CBDC is one of many partners involved in this project.  Stuart ran a Fungi workshop in October
and we are planning more events with the Project. Find out more about Fellfoot Forward by
visiting their website.
 
Fellfoot Forward Site-Seeing – January 20th, 7:00-8:30pm, online
First, working alongside Cumbria Wildlife Trust we are in the process of recruiting volunteers to
visit and survey the County Wildlife Sites in the Fellfoot Forward area. Many have not been
visited since they were first designated.  Stuart (who surveyed some the first time round) will be
training and supporting the volunteers.  This project will be launched on January 20th.  To find
out more book your place here.
A programme of dates to survey the sites is being organised.  Watch out for more information.
 
Festival of Nature – June 18th-19th, Talkin Tarn
The Fellfoot Forward partners are planning a major celebration of Nature at Talkin Tarn over the
weekend 18th-19th June 2020.  As part of the weekend CBDC will be coordinating the recording
activities - think Bioblitz.  Therefore, we will be needing some help from recorders to do this.  If
you are interested put the date in your diary and drop an email to DeborahM@cbdc.org.uk.

 
Get Cumbria Buzzing
Bug hunts and Pollinator recording - May 20th-22nd, Keswick
Mountain Festival
CBDC is supporting the Get Cumbria Buzzing project to encourage the public to record
pollinators in the final year of the project. Volunteers will be required to help with the walks, talks
and identification.
CBDC is helping the Get Cumbria Buzzing project to produce a Bee Atlas for the county.   Our
Data Officer is currently collating pollinator records to find out which 10km squares are under
recorded.   This will guide pollinator ID training and recording days and we will be encouraging
recorders to visit these squares.

https://www.northpennines.org.uk/what_we_do/fellfoot-forward/
https://www.cbdc.org.uk/get-involved/training-events/
mailto:DeborahM@cbdc.org.uk


 
Planting for Pollinators
The follow up project to Get Cumbria Buzzing.   The following training days have been set. 
Further details to follow in the new year. 
April 22nd  - Early pollinator species
May 3rd – Pollinator identification
June 5th – Pollinator identification
June 20th – Pollinator identification, Keswick
 

CBDC Recording Day - May 31st, Brampton Golf Course
The first date has been set to support the work of the Fellfoot Forward Project

Species & Local Nature Recovery Strategy
Earlier this year CBDC invited the county verifiers and local experts to take part in workshops to
develop Cumbria’s LNRS.   From this came the concern that the process was habitat focused
and did not take into account rare, protected and locally important species.   After a couple of
evening sessions Cumbria was able to include a section about species in its draft strategy to
DEFRA.  Thank you to all those that joined in.
Raising this issue triggered some thinking at Natural England and Cumbria has received some
funding to test and develop the idea of how to include species in the LNRSs.  The results will be
included in the national LNRS guidance that will be drafted in 2022 and shape LNRSs across the
country.   So, we will be organising a couple more workshops with the Cumbria Local Nature
Partnership to do this.

Recording Wildlife on Farms
Earlier this year CBDC invited the county verifiers and local experts to take part in workshops to
develop Cumbria’s LNRS.   From this came the concern that the process was habitat focused
and did not take into account rare, protected and locally important species.   After a couple of
evening sessions Cumbria was able to include a section about species in its draft strategy to
DEFRA.  Thank you to all those that joined in.
Raising this issue triggered some thinking at Natural England and Cumbria has received some
funding to test and develop the idea of how to include species in the LNRSs.  The results will be



included in the national LNRS guidance that will be drafted in 2022 and shape LNRSs across the
country.   So, we will be organising a couple more workshops with the Cumbria Local Nature
Partnership to do this.
. 

Find CBDC on Facebook
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