
COCKERMOUTH  ROCKS  

 A stroll round Cockermouth  
in search of geology

Cockermouth Castle above the River Derwent

Cockermouth is classified as an architectural 
gem with 105 listed buildings, most of which are 
rendered for weather proofing and painted for 
decoration.  This is a search for the stones which 
built Cockermouth. Stone for older buildings 
was quarried locally.  A good start is to look at 
the stone walls and backs of older buildings

  COCKERMOUTH  LOCATION  MAP 
 showing sources of the rivers Cocker and 
Derwent, and indicating geological groups

 
Many of the older buildings 
used cobble stones taken from 
the rivers: very variable in ori
gin, many were transported by 
ice and later rounded by river 
erosion. 

 
 

 
Triassic St Bees Sandstone 250 
Million years ago. This sand
stone is easy to shape and has 
been widely used  for door and 
window surrounds. 
 

 
Carboniferous Hensingham 
Grit 320Ma, possibly from 
Brigham quarry.  This coarse 
sandstone laid down in an 
ancient river system frequently 
shows cross bedding, and can  
be seen in some quoins 

 
 
White crossbedded sand
stone (Orebank Sandstone) 
350Ma 
Carboniferous, possibly from 
Broughton Crags quarry. Also 
makes some good freestone. 

 
 

Ordovician Skiddaw Group, 
470Ma. Mill on Isel Rd, These 
ancient muds and siltstones, 
now metamorphosed into 
slates, were quarried at locally, 
and form distinctive dark grey  
flat plates of building stone.

Most of Cockermouth is built of sedimentary 
rocks, many laid down, usually horizontally, in lay
ers or beds by ancient rivers or seas.  Look for the 
thickness of the layers and the shape of the indi
vidual grains. 
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B1  =  Bridekirk 
S   =  Sunderland 
B2  =  Bothel 
T    =  Torpenhow 
W   =  Whitrigg

 
This leaflet was produced with help from Cumberland 

Geological Society,  and Cumbria GeoConservation.   
To learn more about geology visit their web sites, and  
join the CGS.   www.cumbriageoconservation.org.uk



5. Stables near Castlegate Gallery. The 
broken render on this old building reveals 
the building blocks beneath. Flattish slabs 
of Skiddaw Group rocks are seen with 
rounded river cobbles, some of which are 
erratics, moved by ice, including some 
pink Ennerdale granite.  

 
6. Cockermouth Castle. Befitting its status, 
the Castle is built of large, rectangular sand
stone blocks, many taken from Papcastle 
Roman fort; the rest from Brigham or 
Broughton quarries. The Castle is not open 
to the Public. 

 8. Wyndham Row, Brewery 
Lane. The rocks in this wall 
deserve some study: there is 
great variety here. They illus
trate that Cockermouth sits at 
the junction of several rock 
groups.You should be able to see 
blocks of pale grey limestone, 
yellowish and white sandstone, younger red sandstone and 
older green slate, with lines of flattish slates in places. These 
rocks were probably eroded by ice, then transported by rivers.  
 
9.  Brewery Yard. The brewery is one of the best places to 

study the building stones of 
Cockermouth. This block of 
coarse Carboniferous sand
stone has holes which were 
once full of mud from a dry 
river channel. The river later 
broke up the mud and car
ried it along. As the current 

decreased the mud flakes were deposited in a sandbar. 
Sandstone blocks show cross bedding caused by the river’s 
flow. Other blocks show dark layers, typical of Coal Measures 
sandstone. Note the granite kerbstones. Examine the poetry 
engraved in sandstone and slate boulders at the Cocker‐
Derwent confluence.  
 
Cross the Brewery footbridge & turn right into Waterloo Street, 
a street of former linen& woollen mill. Turn left at the end.  
 
10. A weathered headstone of 
Triassic sandstone, behind the 
United Reformed Church. 
Although easily carved the red 
sandstone has weathered so 
much that the inscription is no 
longer legible. Compare the 
quality of stones at the back 
and front of the church.  
 
Turn right into Main Street & 
return to Bridge Street  

 
7. Mill on Isel Road. The wall of this 
old building shows the use of local, 
lowcost stone from Skiddaw group 
rocks of the Kirkstile Formation. 
These hard old rocks may have been 
quarried from Slate Fell.  
 
    Retrace your steps, & turn into 

                                                           Brewery Lane 

From the Car Park walk along the north side of the river 
Derwent for a view of the Castle near the mouth of the River 
Cocker, its confluence with the river Derwent, before returning 
to cross Millers  footbridge & into Bridge Street. Turn left into 
Main Street.  

1. Library. This 1920s public 
project is built of Carboniferous 
reddened Whitehaven sand
stone from Roundclose Quarry 
at Moresby. Note that some of 
the stones have been cut 
smooth while others have a 
rough cast facing.  Note the 

contract with the buff coloured sandstone next door.  
 
Just before the Mayo Statue (composed of white granite and 
marble) turn left into Cockton’s Yard.  
 
2.   Cockton’s Yard is a good place to see 
yellowish Carboniferous and red Triassic 
sandstones, the latter used around win
dows and doors. The old wall on the right 
is made of river cobbles. There are many 
features of interest, including the use of 
bricks. 

  
3. Barclays Bank. This very fine 
building of red St Bees sandstone 
shows various carvings, and the 
effects of weathering on this rela
tively soft rock. Individual blocks 
show good examples of cross 

bedding, laid down in a river.    (Note the impressive use of dif‐
ferent stone at Koppers/ Old Police Station. Built of narrow 
grey sandstone blocks with red sandstone window surrounds) 
 
4. Honest Lawyer/Old Court House. Composed of prestigious 

large cut sandstone blocks, which 
may have been reused several 
times, after rebuilding following 
flooding.  It shows good cross 
bedding and shedding of outside 
faces by weathering.  
 
Cross over Cocker Bridge, noting 
the stone pillars. At the top of 

Castlegate cross the road, carefully, then return.  
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