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Abstract: In 1902 Carlisle Museum established a special unit called the Natural History Record Bureau to act as a focus for the 

collection of records about natural history in the area around Carlisle and Lakeland generally, and in so doing, created what was in 

effect Britain’s first biological records centre. In the twelve years of its existence the Natural History Record Bureau’s principal output 

was its annual report, published initially in the Carlisle Journal, the city’s twice weekly newspaper, and later in The Zoologist. This 

document presents a transcription of these annual reports. 
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Introduction 

The Lake Counties were among the first in Britain to 

establish what today we would call a biological records 

centre, and largely as a consequence were one of the first 

to produce an annual wildlife report. The story really 

begins with the Rev. H.A.Macpherson, a prolific collector 

of information about wildlife (but mainly birds) in the last 

two decades of the nineteenth century and his involve-

ment with the establishment of Carlisle Corporation 

Museum, then usually referred to simply as Carlisle 

Museum, and more recently as Tullie House Museum. At 

Macpherson’s instigation a young taxidermist by the 

name of Linnaeus Eden Hope, himself the son of a 

professional taxidermist based in Penrith, was contracted 

to prepare material for display. By 1901 it was clear that 

there was sufficient work to keep Hope fully employed 

and he became a full time corporation employee. Initially 

he was taken on as an Assistant Curator and Taxidermist, 

later becoming Curator and eventually Director of the 

Museum, Art Gallery and Library. One of the first things 

Hope did at the museum was to set up the Natural History 

Record Bureau, although he credited Dixon Losh Thorpe as 

the originator of the scheme. According to the preamble 

to their first report the Bureau sought to collect records 

from the Lake District and the Solway but in the letter 

circulated to interested parties announcing the launch of 

the Bureau the ‘area of observation’ was defined as a 

‘radius of 50 miles around Carlisle’ (Hope 1910). The same 

words are used in the introductory page of the ‘Record 

Book’ (details below) with the rider that it was also to 

‘include the whole of the country defined in Macpherson’s 

Fauna as Lakeland’. In practice they seem to have included 

records primarily from Cumberland and Westmorland, 

with a few in the early years from those parts of Dumfries-

shire bordering the Solway Firth or adjacent to 

Cumberland and latterly from Lancashire North of the 

Sands – in other words the recording area evolved over 

time until it became what in effect was modern-day 
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Cumbria. 

The information collected was entered in a ‘Record 

Book’, a large ledger, now in Carlisle Library. A typical page 

is illustrated in Figure 1. Records were entered more or 

less in chronological order (a few are out of sequence, 

presumably submissions received after the laborious task 

of transcribing them into the ‘Record Book’ had been 

undertaken) followed by details of what had been seen, 

where and when it had been seen, the observer’s name, 

together with any other relevant details. Also included in 

the Record Book are a number of newspaper cuttings of 

material relating to natural history in the Carlisle area as 

well as cuttings of some of the annual reports published in 

the Carlisle Journal. The first annual report, compiled by 

Hope and Thorpe, his fellow ‘Keeper of the Records’, duly 

appeared in the issue of the Carlisle Journal, the city’s 

twice weekly newspaper, for 26th February 1904. It 

covered the period from the inception of the Bureau in 

June 1902 to the end of 1903. Others followed at yearly 

intervals. 

In 1908 the contents of the 1905 report were 

republished in the Zoologist by a certain T.C.Parker, 

without the permission or even the knowledge of Hope 

and Thorpe. It was in essentially the same form as it had 

appeared in the Carlisle Journal, except for the addition of 

a few extra records, mostly taken from a column in the 

Penrith Observer written by H.Britten, again apparently 

without permission. Hope and Thorpe were not entirely 

happy with this turn of events and a note duly appeared 

in the Zoologist expressing their dissatisfaction (Thorpe & 

Hope 1908). Presumably as a result of this incident the 

Annual Report began to be published in the Zoologist; the 

1909 Report appeared in both the Carlisle Journal and the 

Zoologist, but thereafter they appeared only in the 

Zoologist. Publication ceased with the appearance of the 

1912 Report. Why it stopped then is unclear and it was not 

until 1926 that Lakeland once again was to have an annual 

report on its birds (Graham 1928). 

Copies of the reports published in the Carlisle Journal 

are available on microfilm in Carlisle Library, but the 

quality is poor and they do not print out very clearly. Those 

that appeared in the Zoologist are available in hard copy, 

for instance, in the Library of the Natural History Museum 

in London, and on-line at the Biodiversity Heritage Library. 

The quality of the latter leaves something to be desired 

(especially when printed off) and in view of these various 

difficulties the present document has been prepared. It 

also includes the following: (i) details of all newspaper 

cuttings pasted in the ‘Record Book’ (Appendix 1), and (ii) 

a complete list of the species mentioned in the reports 

(Appendix 2). The material has been prepared so that it 

can readily be read on screen and as such searching for 

specific terms such as species names is straightforward. It 

can also be printed out as A4 hard copy. 

Unfortunately no copy of the 1904 Annual Report could 

be traced in the columns of the Carlisle Journal, although 

a report for that year was apparently prepared according 

to the introductory remarks made in the report for 1906. 

It so happens that the issue of the Carlisle Journal for 21st 

February 1905 is missing from the microfilms in Carlisle 

Library and the presumption is that the report appeared 

in this missing issue. Regrettably this was one year when 

no copy of the published report was pasted into the 

‘Record Book’. In view of this we have substituted a 

transcript of the entries for 1904 as they appear in the 

‘Record Book’, which probably give a fair representation 

of the material that was published (confirmed by 

comparison with other years). 

 

Birds etc mentioned in the Annual Reports 

There are few surprises in the material that appeared in 

the Annual Reports, but they provide more detail than was 

to appear later in Dunlop’s (1923) update (which also 

contained an Appendix by Hope) to Macpherson’s A 

Vertebrate Fauna of Lakeland. Many of the more 

interesting observations went on to be published as notes 

in either the Zoologist or later in British Birds. Cumbria’s 

first (Eurasian) Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus, for 

instance, which happens to have been found by Thorpe 

himself at Caldew Foot on 27th March 1909, is mentioned 

in the 1909 Annual Report and was the subject of a note 

in the Zoologist (Thorpe 1909). This same Annual Report 

also mentions a male Garganey Anas querquedula shot on 

the Solway on 2nd August 1909, a record picked up by 

British Birds (vol.4, p.93) where it is noted that this might 

have been one from Sir Richard Graham’s breeding trials 

at Netherby, near Longtown. A particularly striking feature 

of these reports are those species, often mentioned 

rather casually, which have now disappeared completely. 

There are, for instance, a good number of references to 

Corncrakes Crex crex and several to Corn Buntings 

Emberiza calandra, both species which no longer occur in 

the county. For other species it appears that flocks were 

often larger a century or so ago than they are today; it 

would be difficult today to match a flock of 200 

Sanderlings Calidris alba seen by W.Nichol (an 

experienced naturalist) at Skinburness on 30 May 1904; 

and one can only marvel at the presence of some 3,000 

birds of this species seen here by the same observer six 

years later – a spectacle that has probably gone for ever. 

 

A more detailed appraisal of the work of the Natural 

History Record Bureau is given in Sellers & Hewitt (2020). 
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Figure 1. Typical page from the Natural History Record Bureau’s Record Book. 
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Transcripts of the annual reports of the 

Natural History Record Bureau, Carlisle, 1902-1912 
 

In what follows text in Times New Roman (i.e. font with 

serifs) is material transcribed from the sources indicated; 

all other text (references, comments and additional 

material in the appendices) is in Calibri Light (sans serif 

font). For those reports which appeared in the Carlisle 

Journal, the texts shown here are retyped versions of the 

originals based on paper copies obtained from the 

microfilmed versions in Carlisle Library. Those that 

appeared in the Zoologist have been taken from images of 

the journal available on the Biodiversity Heritage Library 

website. The website allows conversion of the images into 

a Microsoft Word compatible format using optical 

character recognition software. Unfortunately this does 

not give perfect conversion of image to text. Every effort 

has been made to weed out these errors, but it is possible 

that some remain. Overall the intention has been to 

reproduce the text as it originally appeared including any 

spelling or grammatical errors and following original 

punctuation etc. In particular, no attempt has been made 

to convert bird names to modern spellings (many, for 

instance have been hyphenated, as was the custom at the 

time, thus Willow-Warbler rather than Willow Warbler). 

Some reordering of the 1904 contribution has been 

necessary, firstly to put the material in chronological 

order, secondly to make one or two illegible sections 

comprehensible, and thirdly to improve the readability. 

A complete list of the species mentioned is shown in 

Appendix 1 using the various spellings or styles adopted. 

Any attempt to search for a specific species, for instance 

using the search facility in Adobe Reader, should use these 

names rather than their modern equivalents. 

 

 

 

TABLE 1. Publication details of Natural History Record 

Bureau Annual Reports, 1902-1912   
 1902/03 Carlisle Journal, 26th February 1904, p.6 

 1904 Carlisle Journal, 21st February 1905 (?) 

 1905 Carlisle Journal, 16th February 1906, p.5 

  Zoologist, 4th Series, 12, 144-150 & 185-188 

       (1906) (includes also some records from  

       the Penrith Observer) 

 1906 Carlisle Journal, 22nd March 1907, p.5. 

 1907 Carlisle Journal, 13th March, p.6. 

 1908 Carlisle Journal, 26th March 1909, p.5. 

  Zoologist, 4th Series, 13, 187-194 (1909) 

 1909 Carlisle Journal, 11th March 1910, p.6. 

  Zoologist, 4th Series, 14, 183-191 (1910) 

 1910 Carlisle Journal, 17th March 1911, p.5. 

  Zoologist, 4th Series, 15, 226-234 (1911) 

 1911 Zoologist, 4th Series, 16, 181-189 (1912); 

       pp.182-184 by E.B.Dunlop covers Westmor- 

       land and Southern Lakeland. 

 1912 Zoologist, 4th Series, 17, 121-128 (1913);  

       pp.123-124 by E.B.Dunlop covers Southern 

       Lakeland.   
§1. Report for 1902 and 1903 

 
L.E.Hope and D.L.Thorpe, (1904), 

Carlisle Journal, (26th February), p.6 
 

CUMBERLAND NATURAL HISTORY 

RECORDS 

THE TULLIE HOUSE BUREAU 
 

The Bureau for preservation of records relating to the 

zoology of the Lake District and the Solway reached on 

the 31st of December, 1903, the first complete year of its 

existence. The bureau was formed in June 1902, under the 

auspices of the Carlisle Museum Committee with the 

object of preserving in a definite form notes of the fauna 

of the defined area, which might be of sufficient interest 

to naturalists of future times. An appeal to all local 

naturalists met with a cordial response, and as a result the 

following summary of notes and occurrences are here 

published. Not a few very interesting notes and records 

have been handed into the bureau, and the promoters have 

done their best to investigate and verify all such 

occurrences as required it. 

The most pleasant, also the most important task which 

presented itself was the investigation of the circumstances 

connected with the knot’s eggs records by Messrs. Mann, 

Aigle Gill, Allonby. A full report of this occurrence was 

published by the bureau in the Carlisle Journal of 

September 11th, 1903, and leaves little doubt of the 

authenticity of the eggs. The investigation of other records 

did not produce such satisfactory results, as for instance a 

goshawk recorded from West Cumberland proved to be an 

immature peregrine falcon, and the guillemot obtained on 

the Solway on December 31st, although very abnormal 

and approximating nearly to Brunnich’s guillemot (which 

is considered by some authorities to be a northern form of 

the race) was referred by Messrs. Bowdler Sharpe and 

Ogilvie Grant, of the British Museum), and Mr. Howard 

Saunders to the common species. 

One of the most remarkable features of bird life in the 

district was the extraordinary number of wild geese which 

frequented the Solway marshes in the spring of 1903 and 

which remained until an unusually late date, i.e., April 

28th. It was also noticed in the late autumn and mid-winter 

that the barnacle geese did not frequent the English side of 

the Solway as much as the Scottish, owing perhaps to the 

fact that new marsh is being formed to less extent on the 

English side. The autumn of 1903 was noticeable for the 

large influx of lapwings in the Solway district – whether 

due to increased migration or to the protection afforded to 

eggs of this species is not certain, but the latter has 

probably had good effect. 

Amongst the arrivals of summer visitors is the earliest 

recorded date for dotterel on the English Solway, viz., 28th 

April. Records of abnormal nesting sites have been few, 

but an instance of the song thrush nesting on the ground in 

a pasture field at Bewcastle is worth notice. Instances of 

occurrence of rare mammals are also few, but new 

localities for the pigmy shrew, S. pygmaeus, were 

recorded from Penrith and Nunwick. The pine marten, 

Mustela martes, still maintains a precarious footing in the 
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Lake District. 

The roe deer which established themselves in Greystoke 

Park produced in 1901 three fawns, but the proprietor was 

obliged to drive the pretty little creatures away the 

following year, owing to the damage inflicted by them on 

the shrubs and young trees. 

The promoters take this opportunity of thanking all those 

local naturalists who have exhibited their public spirit by 

contributing notes and records to the bureau. 

The following is a brief summary of occurrences in 

chronological order with name of contributor:- 

 

1902 

Sept. 20. – Long-tailed Duck, obtained on Solway (J. 

Ostell). 

Oct. 25. – Hooded Crow, seen at Burgh (T. L. Johnston). 

Nov. 10. – Kittiwake Gulls, on Caldew, near Caldew 

Bridge (L. E. Hope). 

Nov. 10. – Sparrow Hawk, hawking pigeons in Caldew-

gate (L. E. Hope). 

Nov. 23. – Bramblings, flock of 300 at Bunker’s Hill (T. 

L. Johnstone). 

Nov. 26. – Geese, flock of 200 or 300 seen flying over 

Bassenthwaite in S. E. direction (G. W. Müller). 

Nov. 27. – Long-tailed Duck, obtained on Solway (W. 

Peal). 

Dec. 2. – 3 Mallards, at junction of Caldew and Eden (D. 

L. Thorpe). 

Dec. 2. – Flock of Siskins, at Nunwick (H. Britten). 

Dec. 2. – Lesser Shrew, killed by cat at Penrith (W. 

Duckworth). 

Dec. 6. – Large flock of Siskins, at Burgh, feeding on alder 

(T. Peal). 

Dec. 8. – Adult Male Shoveller Duck, shot at Gretna (D. 

L. Thorpe). 

Dec. 11. – Bean Goose, shot at Rockliffe (W. Mason). 

Dec. 15. – 2 Smews, immature males, in game shop, 

Carlisle (L. E. Hope). 

Dec. 18. – Barnacle Geese, few, Rockliffe Marsh (D. L. 

Thorpe). 

Dec. 23. – Flock of Bewicks Swans, passed over Solway 

(W. Nichol). 

Dec. 23. – Red-breasted Merganser, adult Male, obtained 

at Eskmeals (E. J. Baldwin). 

Dec. 23. – White-fronted Geese and Shoveller Ducks, 

obtained at Allonby. 

Dec. 23. – Pigmy Shrew, obtained at Nunwick (R. H., 

Thompson). 

Dec. 31. – Guillemot, var., obtained Burgh Marsh (W. 

Reed). 

 

1903 

Jan. 26. – Pintail duck, male, obtained at Skinburness (D. 

L. Thorpe). 

Jan. 26. – Goosanders (5), on Eden, at Nunwick (H. 

Britten). 

Feb. 13. – Red-throated Diver, obtained on Solway (W. 

Peal). 

Feb. 13. – Hundreds of dead Guillemots and Razorbills 

strewn on shores of Solway (H. Carr). 

Feb. 13. – Hawfinch, female, obtained at Penrith (E. J. 

Parker). 

Feb. 28. – Two Pintail Ducks, Rockliffe (A. Johnstone). 

Feb. 28. – Shoveller Duck, male, obtained at Gretna (J. 

Ostell). 

Mar. 16. – Redshanks, on Eden, at Nunwick (H.Britten). 

Mar. 26. – Swallow and Wheatear arrived at Skinburness 

(W. Nichol). 

Mar. 27. – Wheatears arrived at Allonby (R. Mann). 

Apr. 8. – Common Sandpiper and Sandmartins arrived at 

Nunwick; Goosanders still here (H.Britten). 

April 10. – Mallards and Goldeneyes, on Monkhill Lough 

(L. E. Hope). 

April 11. – Sandmartins, on Eden, at Carlisle (D. L. 

Thorpe). 

April 13. – House Martins, on Eden, at Carlisle (L. E. 

Hope). 

April 13. – Goosanders, still at Nunwick (Britten). 

April 13. – Swallow, arrived Cummersdale (H. W. 

Redmayne). 

April 13. – White Wagtail, at Wetheral (L. E. Hope). 

April 13. – Extraordinary number of Blue Tit, Wetheral 

(T. L. Johnston). 

April 15. – Wheatears, arrived Nunwick (H. Britten). 

April 27. – Swallows, big arrival at Nunwick (H. Britten). 

April 27. – Ring Plovers, on Eden, at Nunwick (H. 

Britten). 

April 28. – Barnacle Geese, left Rockliffe Marsh (W. 

Nichol). 

April 28. – Dotterel, arrived at Allonby (Messrs Mann). 

April 30. – Willow Warblers, arrived at Nunwick (H. 

Britten). 

May 1. – Swift and Redstart, at Great Salkeld (H. Britten). 

May 5. – Marsh Tit, nesting at Orton (T. L. Johnstone). 

May 7. – Whinchat and Sedge Warbler, arrived at Nun-

wick (H. Britten). 

May 9. – Corncrake, arrived at Nunwick (H. Britten). 

May 13. – Dotterel, arrived at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

May 22. – Two Turnstones, in summer dress at Drum-

burgh (J. Smith). 

May 22. – Redshank, nesting on moss at Castlecarrock (J. 

Watson). 

May 22. – Dunlin, nesting on Pennines (L. E. Hope). 

May 24. – Nightjar, arrived at Nunwick (H. Britten). 

June 8. – Five Sanderlings, in summer dress at Skinbur-

ness (W. Nichol). 

June 24. – Meadow Pipit, nesting on Rifle Range, 

Cummersdale (J.Robinson). 

June 29. – Hybrid Barnacle and Chinese Goose, produced 

at Allonby (Messrs. Mann). 

Aug. 5. – Albino Field Vole, obtained at Allonby (Messrs. 

Mann). 

Aug. 10. – Pine Marten, seen at Keswick (J. Harrison). 

Aug. 27. – Sanderlings, flock returned, Skinburness (W. 

Nichol). 

Sep. 1. – Cuckoo, in Park at Carlisle (D. L. Thorpe). 

Sep. 3. – Albino Swallow, at Windermere (H. E. Rawson). 

Sept. 12. – Curlew Sandpiper and Little Stints, at Skin-

burness (W. Nichol). 

Oct. 3. – Black Tern, immature male, obtained at Rockliffe 

(D. L. Thorpe). 

Oct. 3. – Barnacle Geese and Widgeon, on the Solway (T. 

L. Johnstone). 

Oct. 5. – Common Sandpiper, last seen at Nunwick (H. 

Britten). 

Oct. 10. – Reeve, immature, obtained at Burgh Marsh (T. 
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L. Johnstone). 

Oct. 17. – Barnacle and Bean Geese, large flocks, on 

Rockliffe Marsh (L. E. Hope). 

Oct. 19. – Redwings and Fieldfares arrived at Nunwick (H. 

Britten). 

Oct. 24. – Hundreds of Golden Plover and thousands of 

Lapwing in fields at Metal Bridge (L. E. Hope). 

Oct. 26. – Long-tailed Duck, immature male, obtained at 

Skinburness (W. Nichols). 

Oct. 27. – Swallows, seen at Stanwix (J. R. Cairns). 

Nov. 5. – Swallows seen at Stanwix – last date (D. L. 

Thorpe). 

Nov. 7. – Whooper Swan, immature female, obtained at 

Burgh (W. Peal). 

Nov. 14. – Crossbills, flock, at Thurstonfield (M. C. 

Dixon). 

Nov. 14. – Great Spotted Woodpecker, at Thurstonfield 

(M. C. Dixon). 

Dec. 1. – Green or Wood Sandpiper, seen at Skinburness 

(W. Nichol). 

Dec. 10. – Night Heron, found dead at Grinsdale (T. 

Jackson). 

Dec. 12. – Rock Pipit, on Burgh Marsh (T. L. Johnstone). 

Dec. 12. – Crossbills, still at Thurstonfield (M. C. Dixon). 

 

L. E. HOPE, Curator. 

D.L.THORPE, Hon. Curator. 

 

 

§2. Report for 1904 

 

No report for 1904 has been found in the microfilm copies 

of the Carlisle Journal kept in Carlisle Library. However the 

issue for 21st February 1905 is missing and this is 

presumably the one containing the 1904 report. In view of 

this the text below has been compiled from the entries in 

the NHRB ‘Record Book’. In practice this appears to be a 

first draft of the annual report certainly the text in the 

ledger for other years is very similar to that published. 

 

1904 

Jan. 8th. – Small flock of Corn Buntings and a small lot of 

Meadow Pipits at Nunwick. 

Jan 9th. – Peregrine Falcon seen at Nunwick; a Kestrel 

shot in the act of striking a Wood Pigeon, both birds 

killed by same shot (H. Britten). Large flocks of 

Mallards on the Solway; Nichol intimated about 1,500 

and the largest flock he ever saw on the Solway (W. 

Nichol). 

Jan 18th. – Stock Dove and Missel Thrush whistling for 

first time this year at Nunwick (H. Britten). 

Jan 21st. – Wood Pigeon cooing (H. Britten). Song Thrush 

in part song in Carlisle (Currock) (Tom Johnston). 

Jan 22nd. – Gt Northern Diver shot on Windermere; an 

immature male sent to Carlisle Museum by H. E. 

Rawson Esq. 

Jan 22nd. – A rare fish obtained at Silloth, Crenilabrus 

melops, the Gilthead or Sea Partridge; first time recorded 

for Cumberland and sent to the Museum of the 

Edinburgh University by Mr E. J. Waters, 14 Esk St, 

Silloth. 

Jan 24th. – Chaffinch whistling and four Goosanders on 

the Eden at Nunwick, the first Goosanders seen this 

winter (H. Britten). 

Jan 26th. – Another Gt Northern Diver seen on 

Windermere by H. E. Rawson who also says heard of 

Scaup and Pochard on the Lake. About the 20th a large 

flock of same passed over, high up, going north. 

Jan 29th. – Song Thrush singing at Nunwick. 

Jan 30th. – A small flock of Pied Wagtails (8 birds) resting 

in a ploughed field (H. Britten). Green Sandpiper seen at 

Skinburness. A Merlin tried to strike it but could not get 

above it (W. Nichol). 

Feb 1st. – A flock of over 100 hundred Skylarks passing 

over East [illegible], Nunwick (H. Britten). 

Feb 5th. – Little Stint seen at Skinburness; last date this 

winter (W. Nichol) 

Feb 6th. – Hedge Sparrow singing at Nunwick (H. 

Britten). 

Feb 11th. – House Sparrow carrying nesting material and 

Missel Thrushes fighting over nesting sites. 

Feb 27th. – Rooks building at Stanwix. 

Mar 1st. – Yellow Hammer whistling at Nunwick (H. 

Britten). 

Mar 12th. – Gt Spotted Woodpecker D.major shot at 

Solway Moss by Jas. Suddenham. 

Mar 14th. – Stock Doves examining nesting sites (Rabbit 

holes on river bank) nr Nunwick (H. Britten). Curlews 

in numbers on their nesting grounds (H. Britten). 

Common Snipe G.coelistes drumming over a usual 

nesting site. 

Mar 16th. – Five Common Buzzards B.vulgaris trapped by 

Keeper at Keswick (T. Clapham). 

Mar 18th. – Missel Thrush T.viscivorus nest building; 

Song Thrush T.musicus nest with eggs at Nunwick (H. 

Britten). 

Mar 22nd. – Skein of 22 Wild Geese (sp?) flying over 

Workington, S.W to N.E. (Jno. Standish). 

Mar 27th. – Song Thrush T.musicus with eggs at 

Brenerlick [?], Carlisle (J. Davidson). Wheatear 

S.oenanthe seen; a single bird at Skinburness (W. 

Nichol). 

Mar 30th. – Ring Plover F.hiaticula on Eden at Nunwick. 

Large flock of Meadow Pipits A.pratensis (H. Britten). 

Mar 31st. – Messrs Graham & Leighton write this date 

saying that a pair of Rooks have built their nest between 

two chimney pots on one of the cottages at Holme Head. 

There is a small rookery adjoining and the nest and 

materials did not differ from those in the rookery. 

Mar 31st. – Wheatear, a single bird, seen at Silloth by 

D. L. Thorpe. 

Apr 1st. – Sand Martin was seen at Langwathby by Mr 

Nicholson (H. Britten). 

Apr 2nd. – A very high tide at Silloth this day swept off 

the marsh eggs of both Lapwings and Redshank. Nichol 

says a similar high tide on March 28th 1903 swept off 

many eggs of both these species. 

Apr 2nd. – Hedge Sparrow with eggs at Scotby (E. Carr). 

Apr 11th. – A Robin’s nest in a bucket. - Some time ago 

Mr. Bell, of Netherton, who has one of the Netherhall 

allotment gardens, placed an old zinc bucket bottom 

upwards over a root of rhubarb, On going to remove the 

bucket on Saturday he was astonished to find a robin’s 

nest containing an egg and the pair of robins comfortably 

housed underneath. There was a hole in the side of the 
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bucket just large enough to admit the birds. The bucket 

was carefully replaced. (W. Byers, Maryport, Carlisle 

Journal, April 12th). 

Apr 12th. – Swallows seen at Kirkbrampton by Rev W. 

Jefferson. Swallows (5) seen at Skinburness, also an 

unusual number of Wheatears and Meadow Pipits 

(W. Nichol). Sand Martins hawking at junction of 

Calder and Ehen (D. L. Thorpe). Swallows at Gt. Salkeld 

(H. Britten). 

Apr 13th. – Large number of Sand Martins H.riparia at 

Eden Bridge (D. L. Thorpe and M. Palfrey, Stanwix). 

Apr 14th. – About a dozen Swallows H.rustica at Eden 

Bridge (D. L. Thorpe). Two Chiffchaffs near Todhills (J. 

B. Cairns). Wheatears nr Mossbank. Robin’s nest, five 

eggs, in tuft of grass nr Gretna. (J. B. Cairns). Sand 

Martin H.riparia below Eden Bridge (J. B. Cairns). 

“Saw first Swallow today nr Wigton” (H. W. 

Redmayne). 

Apr 15th. – “Saw and heard first Willow Warbler 

P.trochilus at Wetherall today (T. Harrison). Common 

Sandpiper and Willow Warbler [location not given, 

possibly Gt Salkeld] (H. Britten). 

Apr 16th. – A Viper measuring 24¼ in in length was 

obtained by Mr T. W. Allen in Middle Gelt Wood, this 

date, a fine example. Common Sandpiper, Chiffchaff 

and Pied Flycatcher seen at Wetherall by T. L. Johnston. 

Apr 17th. – Curlews, one or two pairs, uttering the 

prolonged call as in nesting season, a mile beyond Belle 

Vue (T. Harrison). Redstart, Langwathby (Mr 

Nicholson). 

Apr 19th. – From “Carlisle Journal”, April 19th. The Rev 

T. C. Phillips, vicar of West Seaton, Workington, reports 

that on Tuesday (12th) a flock of 12 Gold-crested Wrens 

alighted in is garden and stayed there until the evening, 

that on Wednesday about twenty five Whitethroats were 

visitants and that on Thursday House Martins were 

flying round the church tower. 

Apr 22nd. – W. Nichol writes “Observed three Dotterel 

and five Pomatorhine Skuas. This is an earlier record by 

5 days than last year and is I think the earliest for 

morinellus in Cumberland.” 

Apr 23rd. – Redstart seen at Middle Gelt (T. L. Johnston). 

Apr 25th. – Landrail, Langwathby (Mr Oliphant). 

Apr 28th: - Landrail heard at Parton by H. W. Redmayne. 

Apr 29th. – Mr J. B. Cairns records a rather unusual 

nesting place for a Dipper, C. aquaticus, at Wreay, the 

nest being placed on the buttress of the bridge. Cuckoo, 

Gt Salkeld (H. Britten). Cuckoo heard at Parton by H. 

W. Redmayne who says the Cuckoo was heard of days 

earlier than these dates by the rural postman. 

May 1st. – J. B. Cairns writes “I saw two Cuckoos at 

Todhills Moss – chasing each other and calling”. 

May 2nd. – Mr Cairns saw a single Swift flying over 

Scotland Rd, Stanwix, was flying comparatively low. 

May 4th. – Whimbrel plentiful at Skinburness on this date 

and saw five Turnstones with Ring Plovers in flock. (T. 

L. Johnston). 

May 6th. – Migrants going north to breed. Mr Hope saw a 

single Swift flying at Stanwix. 

May 8th. – Landrail heard calling at Newby; Sedge 

Warbler heard calling at Newby by Mr G. Davidson, 

Stanwix. 

May 21st. – A large flock of upwards of 2,000 Dunlin and 

Ring Plovers have been about for several days 

(Skinburness), also a few Sanderlings. 

May 30th. – A flock of about 200 Sanderlings frequented 

Skinburness for several days (W. Nichol). 

Jun 2nd. – Mr Thorpe saw two Eider ducks at Silloth. Flew 

twice over the Golf Links and then straight east. 

Jun 3rd. – A few Whimbrel on Rockcliffe Marsh (T. L. 

Johnston). 

Jun 9th. – Mr Thorpe noticed a Black Tern H.nigra at 

Stanwix. This was an adult in nuptial dress and was also 

seen on three successive days by Mr Thorpe and 

disappeared on the 11th. It associated with Swallows 

H.rustica and frequented the river just at the Stanwix 

drainage output. It picked flies daintily from the outfall 

and also took them on the wing. 

Jun 9th. – Mr J. Hustor [sp?] found a nest of Spotted 

Flycatchers built inside an old nest of Common Thrush. 

The thrush had laid previously but had been robbed. Mr 

Johnston saw two nests of Common Tern decorated with 

flowers of Sea Pink on Rockcliffe Marsh. Mr T. W. 

Sharp and Mr J. Harrison, Harker.Mr J. W. Sharp and 

Mr J. Harrison , Harker found tody a nest of Wren T. 

parrulus with tree eggs of normal type and one larger 

somewhat resembling a Robin. On being shown to Mr 

Hope he identified it as a light form of Cuckoo’s egg; it 

is more heavily and darker spotted than the ordinary 

Robin Cuckoo but is quite a good type.  

Jun 10th. – A nest and eggs of the Pied Wagtail in an old 

tin kettle was found by W. Clarke Esq J.P. on a gravel 

bed in the Caldew. A few days after they discovered the 

old female bird was found dead in the nest, probably 

killed by rats. Mr Sharp was to-day informed by a young 

man from Cargo that a Robin’s nest near that place contd 

a Cuckoo’s egg. Mr Hope accompanied Mr Sharp in the 

evening and the egg proved to be a Cuckoo’s of the usual 

dark form. A young Cuckoo was hatched in a Robin’s 

nest, about 20 yds from the same place about 3 weeks 

earlier, and it was believed to be the same pair of Robins, 

the young man mentioned before having seen the Robins 

attaching portions of the old nest to the new. 

July 7th – A Pied Wagtail hatched and reared its young in 

a hole in one of the firing mounds at the rifle range at 

Cummersdale. It was pointed out to Mr Hope by Sergt-

Major Francis who first noticed it during the firing at the 

Cumberland Rifle Meeting the previous week – some 

hundred of rounds were fired within 2 ft of the nest. 

Aug 1st – Mr Johnston reports a large flock of several 

hundred Sanderlings at Skinburness – autumn migrants. 

A large flock of Pied Wagtails (about 100 birds) at Great 

Salkeld reported by Mr H. Britten. 

Aug 6th – Mr Johnston also noted that Whimbrel are on 

the return journey. He also saw several Knots in red 

dress. 

Aug 9th – A Tufted Duck on the Eden at Great Salkeld 

seen by Mr H. Britten. 

Aug 12th – Col H. W. Fielden M.B.O.U. writes that a 

small party (3) of Shovellers Spatula clypeata were 

observed on the mere at Grafton. One was shot for 

identification and was a young bird in first autumn, 

undoubtedly a local bred bird. 

Aug 15th – Great Spotted Woodpecker at Great Salkeld 

noted by Mr H. Britten. 

Aug 21st – Mr T. L. Johnston saw a Kingfisher flying 
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along Bluecowe St in the city today calling loudly. 

Aug 22nd – An old female and several young Yellow 

Wagtails in a pasture field among the stock at Great 

Salkeld reported by Mr H. Britten. 

Aug 27th – Redshanks amongst the Peewits on gravel bed 

at Great Salkeld noted by Mr H. Britten. 

Sept 5th – Mr H. Britten of Nunwick shot a large Bat 

flying in the evening at Nunwick which on examination 

proved to be an example of the Noctule or Great Bat 

Sartophilus noctula – this is the first recorded example 

obtained in Cumberland. 

Sept 16th – T. Peel shot an immature male Black Tern on 

Burgh Marsh. 

Sept 20th - On this and several succeeding days a Little 

Grebe was seen on the Eden at Stanwix near the Cricket 

ground; Mr Cairns, Mr Sharp & Mr Hope also saw it. 

Sept 22nd – Mr Hewitson of Newtown, Carlisle caught on 

lime an immature Common Linnet – a pale grey variety 

with the under parts white; a female caught at Gruisdale 

Bridge. 

Oct 10th – Mr Thorpe saw four Swallows at Ellerby Scaur. 

Oct 15th – Mr Thorpe obtained a Pintail shot at [blank], 

an adult male in eclipse. Mr Routledge Junior shot an 

adult male Wheatear at Kingstown. 

Oct 22nd – 2 large flocks of Geese sp? passed over Alston 

going east  (T. L. Johnston). 

Oct 27th – Mr J. Brown of Cardurnock sent to the Museum 

today an immature example of the Lumpfish C. lumpus. 

Macpherson mentions adults having been brought to him 

for identification but does not mention having seen any 

immatures. An immature female Peregrine Falcon was 

shot at Sandsfield by Jackson Edgar the ferryman who 

was in his punt. The falcon was hawking Plover and a 

bird (Peewit) which it had singled out flew towards the 

boat for protection. 

Oct 31st – Strong migration of Fieldfares over Carlisle at 

night (T. L. Johnston). Pied Blackbird shot at nr Carlisle; 

pres. By J.Reid of the Museum. 

Nov 3rd – Fieldfares heard passing over the city (T. L. 

Johnston). Mr H. E. Rawson, Fallbarrow, Winder-mere, 

sent to the Museum an immature male Common Scoter 

in plumage of 1st autumn; shot on Windermere. 

Nov 16th – Two Goosanders were on the Eden at Burgh 

Marsh; one, an immature male, was shot by W. Peal. 

Nov 19th – On this and the succeeding day Mr Nichol saw 

a Grey Phalarope at or near the Solway Lighthouse, 

Silloth. 

Nov 30th – A pied variety of Blackbird almost white seen 

at Edmond Castle ground nr Brampton by 

W. Marchington. 

Dec 10th – A Pied Blackbird frequents the garden at 

Stanwix and has been in various parts of the village. It 

was seen by Mr Hope on this date, at Eden Mount. 

Dec 16th – Mr Nichol sends a Redshank to the Museum 

today & writes “this Redshank is like a hybrid between 

the Spotted and Common species. I have noticed it in 

company with common ones but it was alone when I shot 

it. It had the call-note of the Spotted Redshank. Messrs 

Thorpe & Hope examined the bird carefully and 

compared it with both Common & Spotted Redshanks, 

are of opinion that it is merely a melanistic variety of the 

Common Redshank. 

 

 

§3. Report for 1905 (as published by Parker) 
 

T.C.Parker, (1908), Zoologist, 4th Series, 12, 144-150 & 

185-188 
 

Notes from Lakeland, Cumberland and 

Westmorland, 1905 
 

THE following are derived largely from the Tullie House 

(Carlisle) Museum's Records, kept by Messrs. D. L. 

Thorpe and L. Hope, but whatever is placed in brackets 

thus [] has been collected from other sources. 

The records were published in a local newspaper early 

in 1906, and may be of interest to readers of ‘The 

Zoologist’, as, since the lamented death of the Rev. H. A. 

Macpherson in 1902, Lakeland has not had a regular 

correspondent to this Journal. 

“The mild and open spring of 1905 was no doubt greatly 

responsible for the early arrival of many of our summer 

visitants, and the slight frosts in January and February 

were probably partly responsible for the presence of 

numbers of wildfowl on our inland waters during those 

months, inasmuch as these conditions have the effect of 

hastening or retarding migration, and when met by a 

retarding influence the birds will congregate in large 

numbers in suitable feeding places. 

A remarkable assemblage of wildfowl was observed on 

Talkin Tarn during January, when it was estimated that 

there were not less than five hundred waterfowl belonging 

to seven different species, including a pair of Smews, a 

rare species of the Anatidae, possessing a beautiful 

silvery-white plumage with black markings, and only 

recorded about twenty times or so previously for 

Lakeland; several Goosanders, four of them old males, 

with rich salmon-pink coloured breasts; some Golden-

eyes, with the handsome black and white plumage of the 

adult male, and the sober brown and white of the female; 

Tufted Ducks, with their conspicuous white flank-feathers 

and erectile crest ; several Mallards or common Wild 

Ducks; and lastly a large gathering of Ducks, which on 

close examination proved to be Pochards. These were 

roughly counted to two hundred and fifty birds, which 

seems to be a record number for Lakeland, as the late Rev. 

H. A. Macpherson, in his ‘Fauna’, says that he never saw 

or heard of a party of more than twenty in that area. Dr. 

Heysham considered it a scarce bird in his day. 

The Grey Geese were again numerous on the Solway 

Marshes, years ago the Pink-footed Goose was by far the 

most plentiful species. 

The Bernacle Geese lingered in the district until May 

6th, when a flock of about fifty to sixty birds were seen on 

Rockliffe Marsh. 

“[Macpherson, in his ‘Fauna of Lakeland,’ p. 251, says 

the Bernacle Geese generally leave the Solway in March 

and April, but sometimes a few linger into May.]” 

One or two notable occurrences of rare birds have taken 

place, the one which more particularly came under our 

notice being the visitation of an Iceland Gull to the Eden. 

This species has only been recorded four times previously 

for Lakeland. The example mentioned spent several weeks 

during January and February about the junction of the 

River Caldew and River Eden, and was seen repeatedly 

during that time. 
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One of the most interesting occurrences in the 

ornithological annals of this county is the fact that a young 

Whooper Swan1 (the larger of the two species of Wild 

Swans which visit this country) took up his quarters during 

the winter on the Eden, in association with the herd of 

Mute Swans belonging to the Corporation of Carlisle. On 

its arrival it was in immature dress of the first year, but 

assumed the white dress and yellow cere of maturity 

during its stay. It lived upon the most amiable terms with 

its tame relations, and whenever the herd was annoyed by 

dogs, or other trouble threatened, constituted itself their 

protector. Such an occurrence appears to be without 

parallel, and Prof. A. Newton says that the Mute Swan 

generally evinces hostility rather than friendship to his 

wild relations. As the time of migration drew near 

curiosity was felt as to how the Whooper would act – 

whether he would be content to remain in his comfortable 

quarters or to return to his Arctic home – and on May 12th 

we were grieved, but not surprised, to hear that the keeper 

had seen him flighting towards the Solway in company 

with two of his companions. 

Several species of birds appear to be on the increase in 

the area covered by our notes. The Hawfinch has bred in 

Westmorland for several years past, and is steadily 

extending its range northwards. It has been observed at 

several different places in Cumberland during the past 

summer, and will probably soon become a well-known 

bird to the kitchen gardener, amongst whose pea-crop it 

plays havoc with its strong stout beak. 

The Greater Spotted Woodpecker is becoming decidedly 

more numerous, a fact which should give dissatisfaction 

to no one, as the species feeds largely on insects and larvae 

which are harmful to forest-trees. The Black Grouse 

appears to be on the increase in Westmorland, perhaps also 

in Cumberland, as also are the Lapwing,2 Common Wild 

Duck, and several other less noteworthy species. On the 

other hand, one or two of our resident birds are alas! yearly 

becoming scarcer. In spite of its great adaptability, the 

Common Buzzard will soon become, like the Hen-Harrier 

and the Kite, a memory of the past. Where the Raven and 

Peregrine Falcon hold their own, the Buzzard, perhaps 

owing to her nest being more accessible, is becoming 

yearly less numerous.” [Macpherson, in his ‘Fauna’, 

mentions a nest of the Buzzard in Westmorland on a 

certain low face of rock, “which is so easy of access that 

even a child could reach it without incurring any risks, and 

yet the Buzzard has nested there on two occasions within 

the last decade”. It is to be much regretted that these noble 

birds are not allowed to nest and rear their young in peace, 

and add further beauty to their surroundings.] 

The Starling is a model of adaptability and perseverance 

among the birds. Sixty years ago he was scarcely known 

amongst us; now he is everywhere, and, not satisfied with 

a normal nesting-time, actually makes a nest and hatches 

a brood of young in December. 

An extremely early nest of the Dipper, locally known as 

the Water-Ouzel or Bessie Dooker [I have heard also 

Peggie Whitethroat] was recorded from Holme Head, the 

young birds being hatched about March 13th. The same 

 
1  Cf. Zool. 1906, p. 193. 

pair of birds had another nest and eggs before the first 

brood had got well on to the wing.” 

The following are the chief notes of interest sent in 

during the past year: –  

 

January, 1905. 

1st. – Great Spotted Woodpecker seen at Salkeld (H. 

Britten). [Also on several other occasions during the 

month.] Great Northern Diver seen on Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). 

18th. – Vast assemblage of waterfowl, including Pochards 

(about two hundred), Tufted Ducks, Golden-eye, 

Mallard, Coot, Goosander (four), and Smews (two), seen 

on Talkin Tarn (D. L. Thorpe and L. E. Hope). 

21st. – A Red-breasted Merganser and Smews seen at 

Talkin Tarn (T. L. Johnston).  

26th. – Iceland Gull in the dress of second or third year 

seen on the Willow Holme opposite Etterby Scaur (D. L. 

Thorpe). 

28th. – Six Bewick Swans seen to alight on Skinburness 

Marsh (W. Nichol).  

30th. – Mistle-Thrush in song at Great Salkeld (H. 

Britten).  

 

February 

4th. – Iceland Gull again observed (D. L. Thorpe). 

6th. – Chaffinch in song at Great Salkeld (H. Britten).  

[7th. – Song-Thrush commenced to sing at Salkeld; also 

Wood-Pigeons and Stock-Doves heard cooing (H. 

Britten).]  

10th – Green Sandpiper seen, which had frequented 

Skinburness Marsh for two or three months (W.Nichol). 

[11th. – A Jack-Snipe seen at Salkeld. This is the only 

occasion on which this bird has been seen during the 

present winter. This bird used to visit the area around 

Salkeld in numbers, arriving at the end of October or in 

early November, and leaving again in March; but on 

referring to my notes I find that this species has been 

visiting this part of the Eden Valley in gradually 

decreasing numbers for several years past. In 1904 its 

first appearance for the winter was Jan. 2nd, and a pair 

were seen on Feb. 26th near Lazonby Fell. These were 

the only occurrences during that year (H. Britten).] 

13th. – Peewits mating at Nunwick, Great Salkeld (H. 

Britten).  

16th. – Rooks building nests at Horsegills, Kirklinton (T. 

W. Sharp). 

23rd. – A Black-headed Gull at Stanwix assuming nuptial 

dress head nearly all dark brown (L. E. Hope). 

26th. – Hawfinch seen at Rickerby (W. H. Little). [A large 

flock of Golden Plover have been seen on two different 

occasions during the present month near Great Salkeld. 

Flocks of these birds seldom visit this part of the county, 

and when they do never make a long stay, though usually 

plentiful nearer the Pennines. Macpherson says: – 

“Within the last days of February many parties of 

Golden Plover usually make their appearance in the 

fields in the neighbourhood of the English Solway. 

These immigrants, most of which are beginning to 

assume the black breast, only stay with us a few days, 

2  Their eggs are protected from April 15th to July 1st by 

a Cumberland County Council bye-law. 
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and then depart in an easterly direction.” No doubt these 

are of the same flocks from the Solway, making their 

way gradually up to their moorland nesting haunts (H. 

Britten).]  

[The Blackbird began to sing during the last few days of 

the month at Great Salkeld (H. Britten).]  

 

March. 

13th. – Dipper’s nest with four young hatched at Holme 

Head — a very early nest (R. Leighton). [Also cf. T. L. 

Johnston, Zool. 1905, p. 179.] 

19th. – Ravens nesting; nest with eggs near Windermere 

(W. E. B. Dunlop).  

24th. – Wheatear seen at Whinfell, Penrith; an early arrival 

(Charles Britten).  

27th. – Sand-Martins seen at Langwathby (H. Britten). 

29th. – Single Swallow seen at Windermere; an early 

arrival (A. E. Rawson). 

 

April. 

2nd. – Sand-Martins flying over Siddick Ponds, 

Workington (C. J. Phillips). [Swallow seen at Salkeld. 

This bird, like the Sand-Martins, would be seen one day 

and then disappear for several days, while it was the 14th 

before these two species rightly came to stay (H. 

Britten).] 

5th. – Ring-Ouzel arrived in Lake District, Windermere 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). 

6th. – Herons near Carlisle have young (J. B. Cairns). 

7th. – Swallows arrived at West Seaton, near Workington 

(C. J. Phillips). [An Oystercatcher in Salkeld district (H. 

Britten).]  

9th. – Willow-Wren seen at Monkhill (B. Johnston). 

11th. – Brood of young Woodcocks at Castletown (J. B. 

Cairns). 

[12th. – Common Sandpiper seen at Nunwick (H. 

Britten).]  

14th. – Cuckoo heard near Floriston (J. B. Cairns). 

15th. – Male and female Pied Flycatchers seen at Wetheral 

(T. L. Johnston). Large numbers of Red-throated Divers 

on the Solway (W. Nichol).  

17th. – Blackcap seen at Wetheral (W. H. Little). Redstart 

seen at Nunwick (H. Britten). 

21st. – Hawfinch, Spotted Flycatcher, and Redstart seen at 

Newby Grange (E. Hodgson). Common Sandpiper at 

Linstock (W. H. Little).  

24th. – Grasshopper-Warbler heard at Todhill’s Moss, and 

a Starling's nest amongst the branches in a Scotch fir-

tree (J. B. Cairns). Whinchat seen at Salkeld (H. Britten).  

[25th. – Sedge-Warbler seen on banks of River Eden at 

Great Salkeld (H. Britten).]  

29th. – Sedge-Warbler and Pied Flycatcher arrived at 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). Three Swifts at 

Loshville, Etterby Scaur (D. L. Thorpe). Spotted Fly-

catcher at Rickerby (W. H. Little). 

[30th. – Cuckoo first heard near Salkeld (H. Britten).] 

 

May. 

1st. – Red Bank-Vole sent to Carlisle Museum from 

Nunwick (R. Heywood Thompson). [House-Martins 

arrived at Salkeld; a number seen hawking for insects 

over the river (H. Britten).] 

3rd. – One or two Shoveler Ducks and Black-tailed 

Godwits seen on Salta Moss (R. Mann and R. 

Williamson). 

4th. – Cuckoo and Sedge-Warbler at Holme Eden (W. H. 

Little). Cuckoo heard at Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

5th. – Curlew’s nest, one egg, found at Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop).  

6th. – Flock of fifty or sixty Bernacle Geese still on 

Rockliffe Marsh (L. E. Hope). A Song-Thrush’s nest, 

built in ivy, covered and protected by a leaf, which had 

been evidently intentionally introduced by the bird; 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop).  

7th. – Corn-Crake heard at Linstock (W. H. Little). 

Buzzard’s nest with three eggs, Lake District (W. E. B. 

Dunlop).  

[9th. – Whitethroat seen at Salkeld (H. Britten).]  

[10th. – Swift and Spotted Flycatcher arrived at Nunwick 

(H. Britten).]  

13th. – Seven Whimbrel seen on Rockliffe Marsh (R. 

Graham). Four Bernacle Geese seen on Rockliffe Marsh 

(T. L. Johnston). Peregrine’s nest, three eggs, Lake 

District, Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop).  

[14th. – A pair of Pied Flycatchers observed carrying 

materials for their nest at Edenhall (H. Britten).]  

[15th. – Corn-Crake first heard — very scarce so far — 

Great Salkeld (H. Britten).]  

20th. – An instance reported of a Waterhen hatching her 

eggs after her nest had been bodily removed from its 

original site on Tarn Lodge (G. B. Routledge). [A pair 

of Blackcap Warblers on roadside near Edenhall. A bird 

rarely seen in this district (H. Britten).] 

26th – An instance of a Song-Thrush laying her eggs on 

the bare ground, under a bramble-bush, at Horsegills, 

Kirklinton (T. W. Sharp). 

 

June. 

3rd. – Buzzard’s nest, two young, Lake District (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

5th. – Great Spotted Woodpecker’s nest with young near 

Carlisle (J. B. Cairns). 

15th. – Single Wild Swan seen on the Solway (W. Nichol). 

[The arrival of the Nightjar in this district (Salkeld) seems 

to have been considerably delayed this season, though 

when they did come I think there was a greater influx than 

usual. A nest of this species was reported to me from near 

Lazonby during the last week of the month. The Land-Rail 

and Spotted Flycatcher have been very scarce, very few 

pairs having arrived. I have seen two batches of young 

Kingfishers on the Eden Bank. They were flying strongly 

by the middle of the month. This handsome bird does not 

seem to increase to any extent, notwithstanding the 

protection afforded it. Probably its pugnacious disposition 

has something to do with this (H. Britten).]  

 

July. 

[During the month the Rooks have been very troublesome 

among the turnips and potatoes; also the Peewits have 

done some harm to the turnips, pecking in by the side of 

the plants, and have allowed the sun to get at the roots and 

dry them off. I have also seen where Blackbirds and 

Thrushes have done the same thing. This is the first time I 

have ever noticed these latter birds doing any damage to 

the turnip-crops (H. Britten).] 
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August. 

11th. – A Water-Shrew seen at Rickerby (W. H. Little).  

[All the summer migrants are flocking; Salkeld Dykes 

(H. Britten).] 

 

September. 

10th. – A Spotted Redshank on Skinburness Marsh (W. 

Nichol). 

12th. – A Common Buzzard flying over Carlisle (T. L. 

Johnston). A Short-eared Owl in a clump of willow-

bushes on River Eden, near Nunwick (H. Britten). [This 

is only the second time I have met with this useful bird 

in this district, the first occasion being in 1896, when I 

saw a bird in the Old Eden in October (H. Britten).] 

Storm-Petrel seen near the lightship off Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

15th. – Barnacle Geese arrived at Buthwell (G-. H. Carr). 

16th. – Five Grey Geese (probably Pink-footed) and thirty 

Barnacle Geese seen on Long Newton Marsh (T. L. 

Johnston). [Cf. Zool. 1905, p. 392.] 

18th. – A Black Tern in immature plumage seen on 

Skinburness Marsh (W. Nichol).  

21st. – A Spotted Redshank seen, probably the same bird 

as previously reported (W. Nichol). 

[28th. – An immature Wigeon was shot on the Eden near 

Salkeld. I have never met with this Duck previously on 

River Eden (H. Britten).] 

 

October. 

[1st. – A large flock of Wild Geese was seen passing up 

the Eden Valley in south-east direction. Also other 

flocks have been seen at different times during the 

month. The easterly movement is, from my own 

personal observations, earlier this season than usual (H. 

Britten).] 

5th. – Five Bean-Geese seen, Skinburness (W. Nichol). 

[The Jack-Snipe made its appearance at Great Salkeld; a 

number seen together. Also others at intervals since that 

date (H. Britten).] 

13th. – Redwings arrived at Nunwick (H.Britten). [On this 

date the last of the Swallows and House-Martins left; 

Salkeld Dykes (H. Britten).] 

14th. – Hooded Crow seen at Orton (T. L. Johnston). 

16th. – Fieldfares arrived at Nunwick (H. Britten). Four 

Swallows on River Eden at Edentown (D. L. Thorpe). 

[A fine specimen of the Buzzard was seen in the Eden 

Valley early in the month, and I am told that a pair of 

these fine birds have been seen regularly up the Briggle 

Beck by Langwathby for the last five or six weeks (H. 

Britten).] 

24th. – About twenty Wild Swans flew down the Solway 

(W. Nichol). 

27th. – Swallows still at Etterby Scaur (D. L. Thorpe). 

29th. – A large flock of Barnacle Geese passed over 

Carlisle, low down (T. L. Johnston). 

During October some Wigeon were on the River Eden 

near Nunwick (H. Britten). 

[The Kingfishers are conspicuous in the Eden Valley at the 

present time, their numbers having been considerably 

increased by the birds which have been nesting on the 

banks of our smaller becks, and as these birds are naturally 

of a quarrelsome disposition, this has led to vigorous 

battles, often carried on high in the air, accompanied by a 

great amount of shrill screaming. The occasional glimpses 

of the brilliant blue backs and chestnut breasts of the birds 

as they dart about is a charming sight. I have often watched 

these birds as they sat on some favourite perch, waiting 

and watching for a luckless Minnow to appear within 

reach of a swift dash into the water, and it is very rarely 

that I have seen them miss their prey. This season I have 

seen them hovering over the shallows of the Eden, a habit 

I have never seen them do before, though, of course, both 

read and heard about it. They hover about six to seven feet 

above the water, and are perfectly motionless as regards 

horizontal and perpendicular movement, but the wings 

vibrate with great rapidity. I several times saw these birds 

hovering so that I had an extensive reach of the river 

behind them as a background, and found, though the sun 

was shining brightly, that their colours harmonized so 

perfectly with the water that they were almost invisible. 

This gave me the idea that possibly, to the fish below, their 

colours would blend in the same way with the sky, and so 

render them invisible to their prey. After several failures I 

at last succeeded in getting one of these birds between me 

and the bright sunny blue sky, and, although I was within 

a dozen yards of the hovering bird, it was very difficult to 

see. I could see it a great deal easier when it was changing 

its position, but as soon as it hovered the chestnut and blue 

seemed to blend together, and the rapidly beating wings 

seemed to make the bird appear quite hazy to the view (H. 

Britten).]  

 

November. 

9th. – A Greenshank seen on Burgh Marsh (L. E. Hope).  

12th and 13th. – A Swallow seen at Nunwick (H. Britten). 

[This bird was seen by a number of people at Nunwick 

Hall. The only other occasion on which I can remember 

a Swallow occurring here during this month was in 1896, 

when a bird was seen flying round Nunwick on Nov. 7th, 

the ground being covered by a heavy fall of snow (H. 

Britten).] 

16th. – The Whooper Swan returned to the Eden and 

rejoined the Mute Swans, in full mature dress (cf. Zool. 

1906, p. 193). 

21st. – A pair of Velvet Scoters frequenting the Solway, 

near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

[Ravens have been seen on a number of occasions passing 

high overhead from one range of hills to the other (i.e. 

Lake District to the Cheviots); Salkeld Dykes (H. 

Britten).] 

 

December. 

12th. – A brood of Starlings hatched in a barn-wall at 

Workington (G. W. Müller). 

26th. – A large flock of Bramblings seen at Lingey Close 

Head (B. Johnston).  

28th. – A Kestrel was found dead in a tree at Windermere, 

having caught its head in the fork of a branch and hanged 

itself (W. E. B. Dunlop). Great Spotted Woodpecker 

seen at Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

[Kestrels seem to be rather more plentiful again this winter 

at Salkeld (H. Britten).] 

 

 

§4. Report for 1905 
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(as originally published by Thorpe & Hope) 
 

D.L.Thorpe and L.E.Hope, (1904), Carlisle Journal, 

(16th February), p.5 
 

Tullie House Museum, the Natural History Record 

Bureau - records and notes for 1905 
 

The text originally published in the Carlisle Journal is as 

published by Parker (see §3 above) with the sections in 

square brackets removed, and hence is not reproduced 

here. 

 

 

§5. Rejoinder to Parker concerning ‘Report for 1905’ 
 

D.L.Thorpe and L.E.Hope, (1908), Zoologist, 

4th Series, 12, 192-193 
 

Notes from Lakeland, Cumberland and 

Westmorland 
 

IT IS with some surprise that we note in the last issue of 

‘The Zoologist’ (ante, p. 144) an article by T. C. Parker, 

entitled “Notes from Lakeland, Cumberland and 

Westmorland.” The opening paragraph states that the 

notes are “largely” derived from our Records, but that 

some are from other sources (which he does not name, but 

they are evidently taken from Mr. H. Britten’s “Notes 

from a Naturalist's Diary,” published in the ‘Penrith 

Observer’). Now, Mr. T. C. Parker has never seen the 

Carlisle Museum Record Bureau’s Notes, but merely that 

part of them which has been published in the “local 

newspapers”; he does not know personally those 

individuals who have contributed to the Records, therefore 

he cannot vouch for their reliability, nor for the 

authenticity of a single note from this source. Nearly the 

whole of the introductory matter is from our Report 

published in the ‘Carlisle Journal,’ Feb. 16th, 1906, and is 

republished without our permission or connivance in any 

way. We do not think that matter collected in this way, 

from local newspapers, &c, ought to be taken seriously by 

readers of ‘The Zoologist,’ as there is possibility of 

misprints, or even worse things, when passing through the 

hands of one who may not be a competent ornithologist, 

for Mr. Parker does not supplement the compilation by any 

notes of his own save one. He says: – “I have heard also 

Peggie Whitethroat.” He may have heard that or any other 

name applied to the Dipper by those who know little of the 

bird, but “Peggie Whitethroat” is the well-known local 

name all over the county for the Whitethroat, Sylvia 

cinerea (Bechst.). – D. Losh Thorpe and Linnaeus E. Hope 

(Corporation Museum, Tullie House, Carlisle). 

 

 

§6. Report for 1906 
 

[Published anonymously] 

Carlisle Journal, (22nd March 1907), p.5. 
 

Tullie House Museum: the Natural History Record 

Bureau: records and notes for 1906 
 

In publishing the fourth annual summary of records and 

notes, the promoters, on behalf of the Museum 

Committee, take the opportunity offered by the courtesy 

of the Press of thanking the local naturalists and observers 

who have contributed. That the work of the Bureau is 

becoming more widely recognised is evident from the fact 

that the number of notes sent in during the past year is 

almost double that of previous years. Many interesting 

occurrences of birds are recorded. The little gull, Larus 

minutus, which is always a rare bird with us, visited the 

Solway both in late spring and autumn, and the dusky or 

spotted redshank, Totanus fuscus, was seen more 

frequently than during any previous winter within 

recollection. Bewick’s Swan, Cygnus Bewicki, was 

numerous just previous to the Arctic weather we 

experienced during the last few days of 1906, and wigeon, 

Mareca penelope, were very plentiful during the opening 

months of the year, as were some other of the common 

species of Anatidae. We remarked in the report for 1905 

on the increase in our area of the great spotted 

woodpecker, Denrocopus major, which still continues to 

spread, and in 1906 we have three authentic reports of the 

presence of the green woodpecker, Gecinus viridis. This 

species is more southern in its distribution, but suitable 

breeding haunts abound in the Lake District, and if 

unmolested we may in time be able to number this singular 

and handsome bird amongst our resident fauna. The black 

redstart, Ruticilla titus, which unlike its congener, the 

common redstart, Ruticilla phoenicurus, is a winter visitor 

to Britain, has paid Cumberland another of its rare visits. 

Turning to another class of animals, we have the 

pleasure of recording two species of maritime fishes new 

to the Cumberland list; one is the saury pike, Scomberesox 

saurus, a fish very similar in general appearance to the 

garfish, Belone vulgaris; the second is the scale-rayed 

wrasse, Crenilabrus luscus, and is only the third species 

of wrasse recorded from this side of the Solway, which is 

not surprising in such a rock-loving family, where the 

rocks are, as in the English Solway. 

The dace, Lenciscus vulgaris, has become very 

numerous in the Eden during recent years. The Rev. H. A. 

Macpherson, writing in 1900 for the Victoria Natural 

history, says:- “A few dace are to be found in the lower 

reaches of the Eden, below Carlisle”: in 1906 they were 

almost a pest, and four hundred were netted in one day at 

Wetheral. 

The following are the chief notes of interest sent to the 

bureau during the past year:- 

Jan.1. – Grey phalarope and three petrels seen at Allonby 

(H. Heskett). 

Jan.4. – Large flocks of bramblings in Lowther Park 

(H.Britten). 

Jan. 10. – Longtailed duck shot at Whithorn, Solway (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). 

Jan. 13. – Thrush in song, Carlisle (F.H.Day). 

Jan. 17. – Green Woodpecker at Salkeld (H. Britten). 

Jan. 23. – Great spotted woodpecker at Salkeld (H. 

Britten). 

Jan. 31. – Snow Bunting on Rockliffe Marsh, [sic] also 

over 100 grey geese and about 50 barnacle geese (L. E. 

Hope). 

Feb. 11. – Green woodpecker seen at Kingmoor, Carlisle 

(W. Brown). 

Feb. 14. – Two Bewick swans on Solway at Silloth (W. 

Nicol). 
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Feb. 16. – Dipper’s nest, with slightly incubated eggs, on 

the Caldew near Carlisle (T. L. Johnston). 

Feb. 23. – Numbers of pink-footed geese and pintail ducks 

on the Solway near Skinburness (W. Nicol). 

Feb. 25. – Flock of 40 or 50 wild geese flying west over 

Troutbeck, Westmorland (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

Feb. 26. – White fronted geese shot at Rockliffe (G. A. 

Walker). 

Feb. 28. – Curlew arrived on breeding ground near Salkeld 

(H.Britten). 

March 2. – Rooks building nests at Carlisle. (L. E. Hope). 

March 2. – Curlew on breeding ground, Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). 

March 2. – Curlews passing west over Ivegill (C. T. 

Phillips). 

March 5. – Bartailed Godwits in part summer dress at 

Skinburness (W. Nicol). 

March 7. – Bat hawking over river at Wetheral (Major S. 

Ferguson). 

March 14. – Starling commencing to build nest near 

Ivegill (C. T. Phillips). 

March 17. – Pair of whinchats seen at Lazonby (H. 

Britten). 

March 21. – Great spotted woodpecker found dead near 

Brampton (Miss Decima Graham). 

March 22. – Great migration of birds over Carlisle; 

redshanks and curlew notes were recognised; a gentle 

rain falling at the time (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

March 25. – Redshanks on sandbank near Eden Bridge, 

Carlisle (J. B. Cairns). 

March 26. – Black Redstart captured during February, 

1906, near Workington (G. W. Muller). 

March 29. – Pale yellow variety of yellow bunting seen 

near Carlisle (J. B. Cairns and D. L. Thorpe) 

March 30. – Missel thrush building at Salkeld (H. Britten). 

March 31. – Nest of common thrush with eggs near Ivegill 

(C. T. Phillips). 

April 1. – Great migration of birds over Carlisle, curlews, 

redshanks &c. 

April 1. – Swallow seen at Ivegill (C. T. Phillips). 

April 4. – Pair of shoveller ducks at Skinburness (W. 

Nicol). 

April 5. – Swallow seen at Rickerby, Carlisle (W. Little). 

April 5. – 400 dace taken from Eden near Wetheral (Mr. 

Nicolson). 

April 6. – Two sand-martins and swallow seen at Seaton 

Mill, Workington (G. W. Muller). 

April 6. – Wheatear arrived at Nunwick (H. Britten). 

April 8. – Five buzzards seen together in Lake District and 

a peregrine falcon put off her nest containing eggs (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). 

April 9. – Oyster-catcher near Salkeld and kingfisher 

boring nest tunnel in river bank (H.Britten). 

April 11. – Housemartins seen at Ivegill (C. T. Phillips). 

April 11. – Redthroated divers numerous on Solway (W. 

Nicol). 

April 12. – Swallow seen at Warwick Bridge (W. 

Martington). 

April 13. – Swallow seen at Geltsdale (F. W. Halton). 

April 13. – Common Sandpiper arrived at Salkeld (H. 

Britten). 

April 14. – Woodcock’s nest with eggs near Carlisle (C. 

T. Phillips). 

April 16. – Willow warbler and grasshopper warbler 

arrived at Leegate and a number of fieldfares still here 

(R. Mann). 

April 16. – Redstart arrived at Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

April 17. – Two housemartins at Eden Bridge, Carlisle (L. 

E. Hope). 

April 18. – Willow warbler first seen at Salkeld (H. 

Britten). 

April 19. – 2,000 common scoters and 300 scaup ducks, 

most scoters ever seen inb Solway (W. Nicol). 

April 20. – Common Buzzards repairing old nests, one had 

in it a piece of green ivy, Lake District (W. E. Dunlop). 

April 20. – Long-eared owl nest with young just hatching 

near Salkeld (H. Britten) 

April 22. – First ringouzel heard in Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

April 22. – Five ravens and two buzzards seen in Lake 

District (L. E. Hope). 

April 23. – Fieldfares still at Leegate (R. Mann). 

April 24. – Four goosanders seen on Eden near Salkleld 

(H. Britten). 

April 25. – Over 2,000 geese on Rockliffe Marsh [sic]  (L. 

E. Hope). 

April 25. – Willow warbler first seen at Ivegill (C. T. 

Phillips). 

April 27. – Ring ouzel seen at Geltsdale, ravens seen 

above old Gelt (L. E. Hope). 

April 29. – The Whooper swan which has now spent two 

successive winters on the Eden near Carlisle was seen 

flighting north-west. This was the last seen of it during 

spring of 1906 (D. L. Thorpe). 

April 29. – Little gull seen at Leegate (R.Mann). 

April 30. – Many red-throated divers in the Solway (W. 

Nicol). 

May 1. – Wren’s nest in old tin, Willow Holme, Carlisle 

(F. Watson). 

May 2. – Redstart first seen at Salkeld (H.Britten). 

May 3. – Large numbers of fieldfares still at Ivegill (C. T. 

Phillips). 

May 3. – Cuckoo seen and heard at Salkeld (H. Britten). 

May 4. – Swifts seen at Etterby (D. L. Thorpe). 

May 4. – Swifts arrived at Leegate (R. Mann). 

May 4. – Swifts arrived at Salkeld (H.Britten). 

May 5. – Swifts arrived at Ivegill (C. T. Phillips). 

May 5. – Manx shearwater and gannet near Silloth (W. 

Nicol). 

May 5. – Housemartins first seen at Salkleld (H. Britten). 

May 6. – Cuckoo arrived at Leegate (R.Mann). 

May 6. – Swift, cuckoo, and grasshopper warbler heard 

and seen at Burgh, pair of whimbrel at Orton (T. L. 

Johnston). 

May 6. – Cuckoo first heard in Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

May 6. – Corncrake heard near Carlisle. Swifts seen at 

Stanwix (J. B. Cairns). 

May 7. – Swifts at Carlisle, cuckoo heard near Glasson (L. 

E. Hope). 

May 7. – Tree Pipit arrived at Salkeld (H. Britten). 

May 9. – Flock of 2,000 dunlins at Skinburness (W. 

Nicol). 

May 9. – Spotted flycatcher arrived at Salkeld (H. Britten). 

May 10. – Two whimbrel seen at Leegate (R. Mann). 
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May 10. – Turtle dove seen at Salkeld (H. Britten). 

May 10. – Pied flycatcher and redstart seen at Corby, and 

a nest of stock dove with young (J. B. Cairns). 

May 10. – Pied flycatcher seen at Geltsdale; corncrake 

heard near Carlisle (L. E. Hope). 

May 11. – Flock of about 40 Turnstones at Skinburness 

(W. Nicol). 

May 12. – Green woodpecker seen near Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). 

May 12. – Whimbrel still at Orton (T. L. Johnston). 

May 12. – Corncrake and cuckoo first heard at Ivegill (C. 

T. Phillips). 

May 13. – Spotted flycatcher seen at Ivegill (C. T. 

Phillips). 

May 14. – Dotterels arrived on the Cumberland coast (L. 

E. Hope). 

May 14. – Flock of 150 bean geese seen on Skinburness 

Marsh (W. Nicol). 

May 15. – Peregrine eyrie mentioned April 8th, now four 

young birds (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

May 15. – Whinchat arrived at Leegate (R. Mann). 

May 16. – Fieldfares last seen at Leegate (R. Mann). 

May 17. – Whimbrel, wigeon, and bartailed godwit near 

Anthorn (L. E. Hope). 

May 19. – Spotted flycatcher first seen at Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). 

May 22. – Pair of merlins seen flying over Rockliffe [sic] 

Marsh (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

June 1. – Two little gulls in immature dress at Silloth (W. 

Nicol). 

June 2. – Nest of willow warbler, 8ft. above ground in ivy, 

near Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

June 4. – Nest of chaffinch in a barn at Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). 

June 16. – Disturbed a colony of over 100 long-eared bats 

in roof of house at Salkeld (H. Britten). 

June 17. – Nestling Hawfinch taken near Langholm; it was 

being fed by parent birds (W. Laidlow). 

June 22. – Stock doves nestling [sic] in caves; guillemots, 

razorbills, herring gulls, and cormorants nesting on 

rocks on Solway; black guillemot seen near Heston 

Island; young hooded crow just able to fly seen near 

Sandy Hills Bay (D. L. Thorpe). 

June 24. – Young peregrines, mentioned May 15th, quitted 

nest (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

June 28. – Young great spotted woodpecker found dead 

near nesting hole, remainder of brood flew safely, near 

Salkeld (H. Britten). 

July 5. – A large bat, probably the noctille, [sic] seen at 

Great Salkeld (H. Britten). 

July 13. – Pied Wagtail sitting on eggs in a nest previously 

used by redstarts this season, and after very slight repairs 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). 

July 29. – Young hawfinch from Naworth (H.Britten). 

July 30. – First greenshank seen at Skinburness (W. 

Nicol). 

Aug. 1. – Female wigeon shot at Allonby (R. Mann). 

Aug. 2. – Curlew sandpiper in summer dress at Burgh (T. 

Peal). 

Aug. 14. – Brood of young shovellers ready for flight, 

Solway (R. Mann). 

Aug. 26. – Late nests yellow bunting, four eggs; song 

thrush, one Ivegill (C. T. Phillips). 

Aug. 28. – Albino starling caught at Etterby (A. Hogg). 

Aug. 29. – Scale rayed wrasse, first recorded example for 

Solway (W. Nicol). 

Sept. 5. – Whimbrel at Skinburness, autumn migrants (W. 

Nicol). 

Sept. 6. – Spotted redshank seen at Skinburness (W. 

Nicol). 

Sept. 7. – Cream-coloured variety of lapwing shot at 

Graverigg (W. Thompson). 

Sept. 7. – Spotted redshank, second bird seen at 

Skinburness (W.Nicol). 

Sept. 27. – Young housemartins left nest at Kingmoor, late 

date (B.Johnston). 

Sept. 27. – Greenshank and spotted redshank killed with 

one shot at Skinburness (W. Nicol). 

Sept. 28. – Curlew sandpipers and little stints at 

Skinburness (W. Nicol). 

Oct. 1. – First wild geese, pink-footed, and a barnacle seen 

at Skinburness (W.Nicol). 

Oct. 2. – Sand and housemartins last seen at Salkeld (H. 

Britten). 

Oct. 5. – About 70 wild geese migrating south over 

Troutbeck (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

Oct. 7. – Kingfisher picked up by a boy at Etterby (B. 

Johnston). 

Oct. 10. – Redwings arrived in numbers at Salkeld (H. 

Britten). 

Oct. 13. – Swallows last seen at Salkeld (H. Britten). 

Oct. 14. – Fieldfares arrived at Leegate (R. Mann). 

Oct. 16. – A single spotted flycatcher remained for two 

days at Leegate (R. Mann). 

Oct. 18. – First fieldfares seen at Troutbeck, Windermere 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). 

Oct. 19. – Two pomatorhine skuas seen at Skinburness 

(W. Nicol). 

Oct. 25. – Saurey pike taken near Mawbray, Allonby (G. 

Dawson). 

Oct. 27. – Small flock of goldfinches frequenting vicinity 

of Carlisle (T. L. Johnston). 

Oct. 27. – Two purple sandpipers at Skinburness (W. 

Nicol). 

Oct. 28. – Swallow seen at Houghton (J. B. Cairns). 

Oct. 28. – Three pomatorhine skuas seen at Skinburness 

(W. Nicol). 

Nov. 6. – Redbreasted merganser shot on Solway (T. 

Peal). 

Nov. 16. – Hybrid mallard and pintail duck shot on Eden 

(H. Britten). 

Nov. 16. – Little auk and little stint seen ay Skinburness 

(W. Nicol). 

Nov. 22. – Pied sparrow frequenting vicinity of Wetheral. 

(A. Scott). 

Nov 23. – Thrush singing near Carlisle (F. H. Day). 

Nov. 23. – Hawfinch seen at Wetheral (A. Scott). 

Nov. 23. – Two Bewick’s swans, adult and cygnet, on 

Solway (W. Nicol). 

Nov. 23. – Swallow and storm-petrel seen at Skinburness 

(W. Nicol). 

Nov. 29. – Bittern caught by dog in reed bed at 

Derwentwater (J. Postlethwaite). 

Nov. 30. – The whooper swan has returned to the Eden a 

Carlisle for the third consecutive winter (J. B. Cairns). 
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Dec. 1. – Fork-tailed petrel found dead near Annan (J. B. 

Cairns). 

Dec. 2. – Fork-tailed Petrel seen near Longtown (J. B. 

Cairns). 

Dec. 19. – Little grebe seen on Eden, near Bridge, Carlisle 

(S. Ferguson). 

Dec. 22. – Smew obtained; garganey seen at Skinburness 

(W. Nicol). 

Dec. 22. – Shoveller drake in full nuptial dress at Burgh 

(L. E. Hope). 

Dec. 23. – Blackheaded gull, with full black hood, seen at 

Botcherby (H. Heskett). 

Dec. 25. – A flock of bramblings stayed at Morton two 

days (T. L. Johnston). 

Dec. 26. – Great migration of redwings, passing east to 

west over Leegate )R. Mann). 

Dec. 29. – Starlings at Currock, so benumbed by frost and 

cold that they were unable to stand (F. H. Day). 

 

 

§7. Report for 1907 
 

D.L.Thorpe and L.E.Hope, 

Carlisle Journal, (13th March 1908), p.6. 
 

Natural History Record Bureau – Carlisle Museum, 

1907 
  

The year 1907 has not been without some few features 

of interest to local ornithologists. The severe weather of 

the opening months brought great numbers of wildfowl to 

the Solway, conspicuous amongst which were two large 

herds of Bewick’s Swans, Cygnus Bewicki, which 

frequented the estuary of the Waver for a few days during 

January. This species is the smaller of the two wild swans 

which visit the Solway in winter, and differs little except 

in size from the whooper, Cygnus musicus, which visits 

the Solway less frequently, and in smaller numbers. The 

wild swan which has spent three successive winters on the 

Eden in company with the mute swans, belongs to the 

latter species. It again left in the spring of the year and up 

to Dec 31st had not returned. It will be extremely 

interesting to note how long this Arctic bird will continue 

to spend its winters with us. On its first visit in 1904-5 it 

was in the immature dress of the first year. At the time of 

writing it is paying a fourth visit to Carlisle, and is in the 

pure white plumage of an adult with bright yellow skin at 

the base of the bill and cere. 

Two interesting hybrid ducks were obtained on the 

Solway during February, apparently hybrids between the 

mallard, Anas boschas, and the gadwall, Anas stepera. 

The latter species is not a regular visitor to the Solway, the 

last recorded examples being obtained in October, 1895. 

Wild hybrids between various species of ducks are not 

infrequent, and many crosses and recrosses between 

mallard and pintail, Dafila acuta, and other species have 

been produced in captivity.  

Many species of wading birds of the sandpiper and 

plover family which visit the Solway, sometimes in vast 

numbers on their autumn migration, are not seen there on 

their spring migration northwards. Others again which do 

not visit us in autumn do so regularly during  their spring 

migration to their nesting round, generally the shorter or 

quicker route being chosen on their journey north. 

Occasionally this rule is broken, and a straggler or two 

returns in the spring by the route taken in autumn. A 

greenshank, Totanus canescens, which is one of our 

autumn visitors, was seen at Silloth on April 24th, only 

three months before the autumn migration of these birds 

commences in the last week of July. During August 

greenshanks and bar-tailed godwits, Limosa lapponica, 

were numerous, from which it may be inferred that theses 

northern breeding species had been more than usually 

early and successful in their nesting operations, and it may 

be here noted that the bulk of early migrants are birds of 

that year’s brood. 

On May 9th about 500 wild geese were on Rockliffe 

Marsh [sic] perhaps passing migrants from further south 

on their way to their Arctic breeding ground. At the same 

time a small flock of dotterel, Eudromias morinellus, were 

resting on the Marsh on their northward passage, and small 

parties of white wagtails, Motacilla alba, were noted. A 

goose which made its home throughout the summer on the 

Solway marshes proved to be an Egyptian goose, 

Chenalopex Ægypoticus, a species frequently kept in 

semi-captivity.  

The little gull, Larus minutus, again visited the Solway, 

a young bird in plumage of the first autumn being seen 

near Silloth in September, whilst the purple sandpiper, 

Tringa striata, a somewhat rare visitor to the Solway, was 

seen about the same time. 

Several pomatorhine skuas, Stercorarius pomatorhinus, 

were seen during the same month. These rapacious gulls 

subsist on the industry of other gulls, which they attack 

and compel to eject their catch of fish, which is then seized 

by the skua. 

The largest of this group of the Laridae is the great skua, 

Stercorarius catarrhactes. Known to the islanders of the 

Shetlands as the “bonxie,” it is rarely seen in England or 

Ireland, but this fine bird visited the Solway for the second 

time on record on August 14th. Mr. W. Nicol, who saw 

the bird, says his attention was drawn to it by its attempt 

to make a group pf cormorants disgorge their prey, and 

that “this is the second time I have seen this species during 

an experience of thirty years fishing and wild-fowling on 

the Solway.” A little auk, Alca alle, was seen at the same 

time. 

Numerous instances are recorded of curious nesting sites 

chosen by our commoner breeding birds such as the nest 

of a thrush built in the porch of a cottage within fourteen 

inches of the door, and one of the same species placed 

between two old coats hanging in an outhouse at Great 

Corby, whilst some nesting peculiarities are noted: for 

example, the nest of a thrush built in a garden hedge at 

Scotby which having become displaced by some accident 

and toppled to one side, the bird built another nest by the 

side of the first in its proper horizontal position; and of a 

thrush which laid three times in the same nest near 

Windermere, rearing the last clutch safely. In a previous 

report we expressed our belief that the hawfinch, 

Coccothraustes vulgaris, had settled in Cumberland as a 

breeding species. That this belief was fully justified is 

shown by the occurrence of two nests of this species at 

Netherby this year. These are the first authentic records for 

the county. We are glad to state that some few species of 

birds are on the increase, but there is a decided decrease in 

the numbers of small birds in certain areas, and it is with 
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great satisfaction we note the decision of the County 

Council to place under protection almost all our harmless 

nesting species, and we hope that the authorities will see 

that the want in destruction of birds’ eggs which has gone 

on for some years in this part of the county will now cease 

and that the police will keep a watchful eye upon all 

parties of boys wandering about the lanes and fields during 

the nesting season. 

The last note on birds sent to us in 1907 was on the 

occurrence of a Bohemian waxwing, Ampelis garrulus, 

which was found near Keswick on December 31st, and 

which we had an opportunity of examining in the flesh. It 

proved on dissection to be a female bird. 

Notes on the mammalia are few, but it appears that the 

noctule, or great bat, Vesperugo noctula, is, as we 

suspected, firmly established in Cumberland. We 

identified the first obtained example of this species from 

the Eden valley in September, 1904, and it has been noted 

at the same place during 1907. Macpherson records his 

impression in “Fauna in Lakeland” that this bat should be 

included in our county list, and we frequently saw this bat 

in the south of the county twelve years ago. The whiskered 

bat, Vespertilio mystacinus, has also been obtained 

recently near Carlisle. Mr R. Mann of Leegate, when 

sending us some examples of the bank vole, Arvicola 

agrestis, says, “This species is quite common here.” This 

species differs chiefly from the field vole by the reddish 

colour of its fur and the form of its molar teeth. 

A selection of the notes and records sent in is appended: 

– 

Jan. 3. – Two herds of Bewick’s swans on the Waver (W. 

Nicol). 

Jan. 4. – Red-necked grebe, obtained at Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). 

Jan. 8. – Great spotted woodpecker, seen at Windermere 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). 

Jan. 13. – Thrush sunging at Troutbeck, Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). 

Jan. 26. – Shoveller drake seen at Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

Jan. 31. – Male goosander on the Eden at Nunwick (R. 

Heywood Thompson). 

Feb. 2. – A large raptore’ [sic] possibly a peregrine falcon, 

seen at Murrell Hill, Carlisle (R. F. Topping). 

Feb. 5. – Pair of hybrid ducks, between gadwall and 

mallard, obtained at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

Feb. 12. – Water rail, obtained at Heads Nook, Carlisle (A. 

W. Sheppard-Walwyn). 

Feb. 15. – 300 barnacle geese on Longtown Marsh 

(W.Nichol). 

Feb. 16. – Thrush and chaffinches singing at Troutbeck 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). 

Feb. 23. – Common Buzzard, at Keswick (H. A. Beadle). 

Feb. 28. – Herd of wild swans seen near Allonby 

(R.Mann). 

March 2. – Lapwing and curlew arrived on nesting ground 

(curlew arrived on same date in 1906) (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

March 4. – Peregrine falcons about their nesting haunt: 

they have not yet commenced nesting (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

March 4. – Ravens have commencd [sic] nesting (W. E. 

B. Dunlop). 

March 10. – 300 wigeon seen near Silloth (W. Nichol) 

March 20. – 3 bean geese seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

March 24. – An old buzzard’s nest has been repaired and 

lined with bracken and grass, Lake District (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

March 26. – Wheatear (first arrival) seen at Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

March 28. – Two wheatears seen at Allonby (T. 

Williamson). 

March 29. – Whinchat and wheatear seen at Silloth; 

yellow bunting nest building at Silloth (D. Losh Thorpe). 

March 29. – Willow warbler seen at Westlinton (W, 

Little). 

March 31. – Swallow (first record for 1907) seen at 

Stanwix (R. Scott Nicholson). 

March 31. – Swallow seen at Skinburness (R. Glaister). 

April 1. – Pair of pochards on Brothers Water (W. E. 

Dunlop). 

April 3. – Ring ouzel seen near Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

April 3. – Swallows, house and sandmartins on the Eden 

at Carlisle (D. Losh Thorpe). 

April 3. – Five swallows seen at Eden Bridge, Carlisle (J. 

B. Cairns). 

April 4. – Red bank voles numerous at Leegate, Carlisle 

(R. Mann). 

April 4. – Long-tailed tits’ nest completed at Windermere 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). 

April 4. – A missel thrush has covered its nest with long 

nettle stems which projected 2ft. from the nest; it might 

have been designed to attract attention (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

April 5. – A raven’s nest contained newly-hatched young; 

she had evidently sat her eggs through frost and snow 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). 

April 7. – Rooks have eggs on this date near Windermere 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). 

April 12. – A missel; thrush has built a nest in a tuft of 

heather projecting from a rock (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

April 14. – Wheatear seen at Grinsdale (C. Courtenay 

Hodgson). 

April 14. – Chiffchaffs numerous at Thurstonfield (T. L. 

Johnston). 

April 15. – Common snipe seen perching on top of a fir 

tree at Nunwick (H. Britten). 

April 16. – Two swallows seen at Silloth (T. Nichol). 

April 20. – House martins seen at Carlisle (T. L. Johnston). 

April 21. – Slate-coloured variety of viper seen at Orton 

(T. L. Johnston). 

April 24. – Greenshank seen at Skinburness (W. Nichol). 

April 26. – Two whimbrel seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

April 27. – Swallows seen at Great Orton (T. L. Johnston). 

May 2. – Large flock of fieldfares seen near Carlisle (T. L. 

Johnston). 

May 2. – Flock of about 60 bar-tailed godwit, some in 

summer dress, seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

May 3. – A song thrush built its nest in the porch of a house 

at Belle Vue, fourteen inches from a door used regularly. 

Another thrush built its nest between two old coats in an 

outhouse at Great Corby (J. Robson). 

May 5. – Five swifts seen at Rickerby (W. H. Little). 

May 5. – Large flock of fieldfares seen at Monkhill (T. L. 

Johnston). 
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May 6. – Cuckoo seen at Skinburness (W. Nichol). 

May 6. – Large numbers of swallows, wheatears, and 

willow warblers seen at Silloth, evidently the main body 

of the migrants (W. Nichol). 

May 6. – Three dotterel seen at Skinburness (R. 

Longcake). 

May 6. – Swifts arrived at Stanwix (J. B. Cairns). 

May 6. – Swallows in numbers at Troutbeck (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

May 8. – Flock of 16 fieldfares seen at Carlisle (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

May 8. – Lesser terns seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

May 9. – About 500 wild geese were still on Rockliffe 

[sic] Marsh, white wagtails and dotterels seen (L. E. 

Hope). 

May 11. – Grasshopper warbler heard near Drumburgh (T. 

L. Johnston). 

May 11. – Pair of pied flycatchers seen at Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). 

May 12. – Tawny owl’s nest, contained two newly-

hatched young (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

May 14. – Small flock of dotterel seen on Rockliffe Marsh 

(D. Losh Thorpe). 

May 16. – Pied flycatcher seen in Geltsdale (L. E. Hope). 

May 17. – Six whimbrel seen at Skinburness (W. Nichol). 

May 20. – Great tit nesting in disused pump (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

May 23. Sandwich terns’ nests at Ravenglass, had eggs. 

At St. Bees Head guillemots, razorbills, and herring 

gulls are nesting on the ledges of the cliffs (L. E. Hope). 

May 25. – A solitary goose seen on Rockliffe Marsh (T. 

L. Johnston). 

May 25. – A buzzard’s nest, contained one egg, Lake 

District (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

May 26. – A thrush’s nest, contained four eggs. A previous 

clutch, which had met with an accident, was laid in the 

same nest (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

May 27. – Wigeon (6), knots (12), and grey plover (1) seen 

at Silloth. The knots and plover were in summer dress 

(W. Nichol). 

June 6. – Night-jar, flying over garden allotments at 

Denton Holme, Carlisle (B. Johnston). 

June 7. – Turnstones, seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

June 8. – Sparrowhawk, using old nest without repairing 

it. The nest was used in 1905. This is very unusual, as 

the sparrowhawk usually builds a new nest or repairs an 

old one sometimes belonging to other birds (T. L. 

Johnston). 

June 16. – Pair of turtle doves feeding in a field near 

Carlisle (T. L. Johnston). 

June 16. – Two nests of song thrush, placed side by side, 

Scotby (F. W. Halton). 

June 21. – Woodcock’s nest with four eggs and a nightjars 

with two, near Carlisle (J. B. Cairns). 

June 21. – Hawfinch’s nest with three young and another 

with two eggs, in Netherby Hall orchard (J. B. Cairns). 

(The first two recorded nests for Cumberland.) 

June 22. – Brood of young marsh tits, seen near Carlisle 

(T. L. Johnston). 

June 23. – A peregrine falcon’s eyrie in the Lake District, 

contained remains of pigeons, starlings, and redshanks, 

pellets cast up by the young birds contained remains of 

beetles (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

July 10. – Great bat or noctule, seen at Nunwick (H. 

Britten). 

July 10. – The thrush’s nest mentioned May 25th, again 

contained four eggs (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

July 21. – The thrush’s nest contained four young (W. E. 

B. Dunlop). 

July 25. – Swallows’ nests have eggs for second brood 

near Carlisle (T. L. Johnston). 

July 25. – During the last week of July and during August 

many greenshanks and bar tailed godwits were seen (W. 

Nichol). 

Aug. 14. – Great skua and little auk seen at Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

Aug. 30. – Three pomatorhine skuas seen at Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

Sept. 3. – Little gull in first feather seen at Silloth, and over 

3,000 common scoters on the Solway, Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

Sept. 3. – Newly-hatched brood of swallows in a nest from 

which first brood had flown, near Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

Sept. 4. – Four pomatorhine skuas seen near Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

Sept. 5. – One pomatorhine skua seen near Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

Sept. 7. – Three swifts seen near Carlisle (T. L. 

Johnstone). 

Sept. 16. – Swifts last seen at Nunwick (H. Britten). 

Sept. 13. [sic] – Green sandpiper seen at Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

Sept. 16. – Purple sandpipers seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

Sept. 16. – Three pomatorhine skuas at Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

Sept. 17. – Large migration of pied flycatchers resting in 

the plantations at Knowefield (L. E. Hope). 

Sept. 23. – A brood of young barn owls are yet unable to 

leave the nest, Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

Sept. 30. – Two gannets seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

Oct. 2. – Redwings seen in the fields at Moorville, Carlisle 

(l. E. Hope). 

Oct. 3. – Seven bean geese seen at Skinburness (W. 

Nichol). 

Oct. 4. – Bean geese (7) and barnacle (100) (W. Nichol). 

Oct. 10. – Two wheatears seen at Cardurnock (L. E. 

Hope). 

Oct. 10. – Three curlew sandpipers and two red-breasted 

mergansers seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

Oct. 11. – Young black tern seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

Oct. 16. – Purple sandpipers seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

Oct. 19. – Common tern seen above Eden Bridge, Carlisle 

(W. H. Little). 

Nov. 1. – Four great spotted woodpeckers seen in a wood 

near Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

Nov. 4. – Ten tufted ducks seen at Skinburness (W. 

Nichol). 

Nov. 15. – Dusky redshank seen at Skinburness (W. 

Nichol). 

Nov. 17. – Flock of over 200 bar-tailed godwits seen at 

Skinburness (W. Nichol). 

Dec. 7. – Four magpies attacking a rabbit in its seal at 

Windermere. (W. E. Dunlop). 

Dec. 31. – Bohemian waxwing found dead in Thorn-

thwaite Churchyard (W. R. Burnett). 
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§8. Report for 1908 
 

D.L.Thorpe and L.E.Hope, 

Zoologist, 4th Series, 13, 187-194 (1909) 
 

(Note that essentially the same material was published in 

the Carlisle Journal for 26th March 1909, p.5) 
 
 

Natural History Record Bureau (1908): 

The Museum, Carlisle 
 
 

MANY notes continue to be sent in to the Bureau, and 

though the number of contributors is not large – that is to 

be expected – a knowledge sufficient to enable an observer 

to identify at sight our local fauna, either mammal, bird, 

reptile, or fish, is not to be gained in a few hours. The 

tendency in some quarters to accept nature notes and 

records unreservedly has nothing to recommend it, but is 

greatly to be deprecated. 

The majority of our records naturally relate to 

ornithology, birds being perhaps the most attractive class 

to the nature student, and many interesting notes are 

herewith given. We are glad to note that the Cumberland 

County Council, realising the need for a more detailed 

order respecting the protection of the smaller wild birds, 

has curtailed the season during which these birds may be 

caught, and also given protection to their eggs. We also 

note with satisfaction that the charming but now 

somewhat rare Goldfinch is placed under complete 

protection (neither bird or egg may be taken at any 

season), and that birdcatching is prohibited on Sundays.  

A most interesting feature of bird-life occurred in the early 

months of the year, following a spell of fairly seasonable 

weather in March and early April, during which many of 

our resident birds paired, and some few summer migrants 

arrived. Winter again set in on April 24th, when we had 

four inches of snow followed with frost for several days, 

with cold east and north- east winds. 

On April 24th we had the unusual phenomenon of 

Swallows flitting over the snow-covered ground, and 

young Thrushes hopping amongst the snow. During the 

night of April 23rd eighteen to twenty degrees of frost 

were registered, and at Head’s Nook two nests of young 

Thrushes were reported to be frozen to death. 

With the approach of May the wind changed, and the 

weather became mild, a change which was quickly noted 

by all wild life. On the nights of April 30th and May 1st 

the largest migration of birds recorded for many years 

passed over Carlisle. Migration had been retarded during 

the previous cold and stormy weather, and birds appeared 

to be passing over in one great mass migration. Between 

eleven and twelve o'clock of the night of May 1st the air 

seemed full of birds; there was an incessant chorus all 

round, and from out the babel [sic] were recognized (D. L. 

T.) the notes of Curlew, Oystercatcher, Redshank, Black-

headed Gull, Geese, Mallard, Wigeon, Twite, and 

Warblers; even the House-Sparrow was on the move, one 

flying against the house-wall at Loshville as Mr. Thorpe 

was entering. During the following few days the Blackcap, 

 
3 Cf. Eric B. Dunlop, Zool. 1906, p. 193. 

Garden-, Sedge-, and Willow-Warblers were noted, and 

also Lesser Tern, Redstart, Swift, Spotted Flycatcher, 

Common Whitethroat, and Yellow Wagtail; the Cuckoo 

and Corn-Crake were also heard. 

On May 6th the Whooper Swan, which had returned to 

the Eden on Feb. 1st, appeared to be restless; on the 

following day it was missing. We have in previous reports 

commented upon this interesting and most unusual 

occurrence.3 The bird has now returned in 1909 for the 

fifth time, the date of its arrival being Feb. 28th, exactly 

four weeks later than last year (1908), which in turn is two 

months later than the date of its arrival in the previous 

winter. The dates of its arrival and departure up to the 

present are as follows: – Arrived (in young plumage), 

December, 1904, left May 8th, 1905; returned Nov. 16th, 

1905, left April 29th, 1906; returned Nov. 30th, 1906, left 

May 7th, 1907; returned Feb. 1st, 1908, left May 6th, 

1908; returned Feb. 28th, 1909. Thus it is seen that, 

although the dates of leaving are fairly uniform, the dates 

of arrival vary considerably, and have been later each year 

since its first arrival in December, 1904. On the last two 

occasions (Feb. 1st, 1908, and Feb. 28th, 1909) its arrival 

was followed by cold wintry weather, though previously 

the weather had been comparatively mild, tending to show 

that its arrival is to a great extent controlled by climatic or 

atmospheric conditions. 

Strangely enough, its return was reported to us in 

December, 1908, but the bird was not afterwards seen. It 

was subsequently thought that the bird had arrived but had 

been killed; happily this rumour proved incorrect, when 

the bird actually arrived in February of this year. 

We are frequently asked, “Where does this bird spend its 

summer?” A most difficult question to answer; but we 

know that the summer breeding range of the Whooper is 

bounded on the south by Iceland and Lapland. 

This bird has probably not yet paired or bred, and it will 

be interesting to find what occurs when that does happen. 

We are sometimes asked if it is not likely to pair with the 

Mute Swans. We do not consider it likely, as it is a purely 

wild bird, and the migratory instinct will be too strong for 

it to resist so far as to spend the summer on the Eden. 

Pinioned birds have been known to breed in captivity, and 

Cuvier (Ann. Mus. Hist. Nat. xii. p. 119) describes a case 

of hybridisation between a pinioned Whooper and a 

Domestic Goose. 

In August and September most of our usual autumn 

visitors made their appearance, perhaps not in such large 

numbers as usual, an exception being the Spotted or Dusky 

Redshank (Totanus fuscus), a flock of seven being seen at 

one time by Mr. Nicoll, the most he has ever seen together. 

The same good observer saw on April 8th a Great Skua, 

the fourth example he has seen on the Solway; it was also 

seen by other observers, and, like the one recorded by T. 

C. Heysham, was seen in the act of killing a Gull. 

In June a large number of Common Scoters spent several 

days on the Solway; on June 4th we estimated the number 

of birds in mid-Firth at over one thousand birds. Redwings 

were very numerous in October. 

During the last few weeks of the year cold wintry weather 

prevailed, and on Dec. 29th snow fell, accompanied by 

stormy conditions; on the 30th Mr. W. Nichol saw a fine 
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sight for a wildfowler, Bewick’s Swans, Bean Geese, 

Barnacle Geese, Mallards, and several thousands of 

Oystercatchers being huddled together for shelter on a 

small patch of sand at Cardurnock, on the Bowness 

promontory. 

A new Batrachian — the Palmate Newt (Molge palmate) 

— was added to the Lake District list, being recorded for 

the first time for Westmorland in February, 1908. 

 

We append a selection of the notes and records sent in to 

the Bureau: — 

 

1908. 

January 1st. – A Shag was picked up dead at Crosby-on-

Eden (T. H. Hodgson).  

4th. – A Red-throated Diver on Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

8th. – Common Scoter (pied variety) shot at Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

14th. – Green Sandpiper near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

18th. – A flock of eleven Bewick’s Swans near Silloth 

(W. Nichol). A Great Crested Grebe shot near Silloth 

(W. Nichol). 

February 2nd. – Sky-Lark singing near Stanwix (D. Losh 

Thorpe).  

3rd. – Palmate Newts (larval stage) obtained near 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop).  

23rd. – Four Shore Larks seen at Silloth (W. Nichol).  

March 2nd. – Lapwings seen near nesting ground, Lake 

District (W. E. B. Dunlop).  

12th. – Flock of one hundred White-fronted Geese, some 

Bean Geese, and a Grey Lag Goose seen at 

Skinburness (W. Nichol).  

17th. – A single Common Scoter on the Solway, also 

many Wigeon and Mallard on northward migration 

(W. Nichol). 

19th. – A flock of Bean Geese flying north-east over the 

Solway (W. Nichol).  

28th. – A Mistle-Thrush’s nest had four eggs at this date 

near Stanwix (J. B. Cairns).  

April 4th. – First Wheatear of the season observed at 

Skinburness (W. Nichol). 

6th. – A Thrush’s nest had four eggs near Stanwix (L. E. 

Hope). 

8th. A Great Skua, the fourth recorded, seen on the 

Solway (W. Nichol). Two Wheatears seen on the golf-

course, Silloth (D. Losh Thorpe). 

9th. – Sand-Martin seen at Carlisle (W. H. Little).  

10th. – Wheatear seen at Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop).  

12th. – Swallows and House-Martins seen at Silloth (D. 

Losh Thorpe). A Thrush’s nest with four eggs at 

Blackhall (W. Marchington). A Peregrine Falcon’s 

eyrie has four eggs, Lake District (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

14th. – Whinchat seen at Silloth; a Peregrine flying 

across the Solway (D. Losh Thorpe). Redshanks in a 

field near Stanwix (L. E. Hope). 

17th. – Chiffchaff heard at Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

20th. – A pair of Hawfinches seen in a garden at 

Wetheral (Rev. A. Scott). Long-tailed Tit nesting at 

Head’s Nook (Mr. Armstrong).  

21st. – Goldeneyes seen on Thirlmere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

22nd. – A pair of Willow-Warblers seen at Windermere; 

snow fell heavily on this date (W. E. B. Dunlop). A 

fully-built nest of Golden-crested Wren at Head’s 

Nook (Mr. Armstrong). 

23rd. – A Mistle-Thrush’s nest at Windermere contained 

four newly-hatched young (W. E. B. Dunlop). Six 

Swallows seen at Etterby (W. H. Little). 

24th. – Two nests of young Thrushes frozen to death at 

Head’s Nook; eighteen degrees of frost registered (Mr. 

Armstrong). 

25th. – A small flock of Swallows and Sand-Martins 

arrived at 2.30 p.m. at Caldew Foot, on the Eden. They 

had gone again at 5 p.m. (D. Losh Thorpe). 

26th. – About a dozen Swallows at Caldew Foot (D. 

Losh Thorpe). 

27th. – Swallows and Sand-Martins at Caldew Foot to-

day (D. Losh Thorpe). 

28th. – Swallows seen at Head’s Nook (Mr.  

 Armstrong). About one hundred Barnacle Geese are on 

Skinburness Marsh (W. Nichol). 

29th. – Cuckoo heard near Silloth (W. Nichol). Common 

Sandpiper seen near Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

Willow-Warbler seen at Head’s Nook (Mr. 

Armstrong). Cuckoo heard at Head’s Nook (J. Sewell). 

31st. – Wigeon breeding at Bassenthwaite (W. J. Farrer). 

May 1st. – Swallow, House-Martin, and Yellow Wagtail 

seen near Windermere; Goldeneyes still on Thirlmere 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). A Buzzard’s nest near Windermere 

has three eggs (W. E. B. Dunlop). Common Sandpiper 

and a single Willow-Warbler noted at Wetheral (T. 

Harrison). Great migration of birds over Carlisle; notes 

of Curlew, Oystercatcher, Redshank, Black-headed 

Gull, Geese, Mallard, and Warblers were heard (D. 

Losh Thorpe). Lesser Terns have arrived on the 

Solway; Turnstones and Whimbrel are passing north 

(W. Nichol). Willow-Warbler seen at Botcherby (W. 

H. Little). 

2nd. – Blackcap, Garden-, Sedge-, and Willow-Warblers 

observed on Etterby Scaur (D. Losh Thorpe). Willow-

Warblers numerous at Wetheral; the day previous only 

one bird was seen (T. Harrison). Redstart seen; Cuckoo 

heard at Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). Yellow 

Wagtail seen in Carlisle (D. Losh Thorpe). Seven 

Swifts seen at Botcherby (W. H. Little). Corn-Crake 

heard at Bulgill (W. Little). Cuckoo heard near Carlisle 

(D. Losh Thorpe). 

4th. – Cuckoo heard near Chatsworth Square, Carlisle (J. 

Steele). Swifts seen near Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). A Cuckoo heard calling in the Abbey 

grounds (Rev. Canon Bower).  

5th. – Two Swifts seen at Carlisle (Major Ferguson). 

6th. – The Whooper Swan on the River Eden appeared 

restless; the following day it was missing (D. Losh 

Thorpe). Fieldfares are still in the Lake District (W. E. 

B. Dunlop). The Peregrine’s eggs noted on April 12th 

are now hatching (W. E. B. Dunlop). The Spotted 

Flycatcher and Common Whitethroat have arrived 

near Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). Corn-Crake 

heard near Carlisle to-day (D. Losh Thorpe). 

15th. – Sand-Martins first seen near Windermere (late 

date) (W. E. B. Dunlop).  
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16th. – Young Ravens are nearly ready to leave the nest, 

Lake District (W.E. B. Dunlop). 

18th. – Grasshopper-Warbler heard at Burgh to-day (W. 

Tremble). A flock of about thirty Whimbrel are on the 

Solway (W. Nichol). A pair of Shovelers and a pair of 

Wigeon were seen on Burgh Marsh (W. Tremble). 

21st. – A pair of Shovelers nesting near the River Esk 

(L. E. Hope). A nest of the Lesser Tern on the Solway 

had one egg (W. Nichol). 

22nd. – Two White Wagtails were seen at Skinburness 

(W. Nichol). 

28th. – A Richardson’s Skua was on the Solway to-day 

(W. Nichol). 

June 4th. – A large flock of Common Scoters were on the 

Solway to-day; we estimated their numbers at over one 

thousand birds (L. E. Hope). 

9th. – Two Skuas were seen on the Solway, too far off 

to identify the species (W. Nichol).  

10th. – A fine adult Buffon's Skua was seen on the 

Solway; also six Velvet Scoters near Silloth. (W. 

Nichol). 

14th. – The young Peregrine Falcons in the eyrie noted 

April 12th and May 7th have now left the nest, Lake 

District (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

26th. – Garden-Warbler sitting on five eggs in Wetheral 

Woods; the fifth year in succession I have seen this 

species there (T. Harrison).  

July 10th. – A flock of Bar-tailed Godwits are now on the 

Solway, many of them in summer dress (W. Nichol). 

15th. – Great Spotted Woodpecker (immature bird) near 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

19th. – Three Dotterel seen in Lake District to-day (G.F. 

Saul). 

23rd. – A Jackdaw built a nest in the carriage-house at 

Eden Brow, which reached from the floor to a 

loophole, a height of seven feet; it partly rested against 

a carriage, and filled up the space between it and the 

wall with nesting material (J. H. Martindale). 

31st. – Red-necked Grebe seen at Anthorn (James 

Smith). 

August 1st. – A pied Rook and an albino Starling seen near 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

5th. – Curlews were last seen on the hills to-day (W. E. 

B. Dunlop). Three Greenshanks seen at Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

31st. – Wild Geese on migration were passing over 

Carlisle this night (T. L. Johnston). 

September 12th. – Two Peregrines are frequenting the 

vicinity of Skinburness, and many autumn visitors 

have arrived, including five hundred Bar-tailed 

Godwits, three hundred Knots, Sanderlings, and 

Curlew Sandpipers (W. Nichol). 

19th. – A flock of about fifty Teal are on the Solway (W. 

Nichol). 

22nd. – Two Red-breasted Mergansers and a 

Greenshank seen on the Solway (W. Nichol). 

27th. – A flock of seven Spotted Redshanks near 

Skinburness, and a small flock of six Curlew-

Sandpipers (W. Nichol). 

30th. – The Barnacle Geese have arrived on Long 

Newton Marsh (W. Nichol). 

October 5th. – A flock of about forty Bean Geese seen 

near Silloth. I found the remains of a pied Lapwing, 

which had apparently been killed by a Falcon (W. 

Nichol). 

7th. – Three Red-breasted Mergansers seen near Silloth 

(W. Nichol). 

12th. – Fieldfares seen at Stanwix (L. E. Hope). 

I4th. – Two Little Stints seen near Skinburness (W. 

Nichol). 

17th. – Redwings arrived at Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

19th. – Pied Lapwing seen near Skinburness (W. 

Nichol). Bramblings arrived at Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

21st. – Male Goosander in change of plumage near 

Bowness (Rev. L. D. Mitton).  

22nd. – Large numbers of Redwings in a wet field near 

Stanwix (L. E. Hope). 

23rd. – A Honey-Buzzard was shot at Scotby to-day. 

This species has not been reported in Cumberland for 

about forty years (A. Sutton). 

30th. – Snow-Bunting and several Bewick’s Swans 

reported near Silloth during October (W. Nichol). 

November 5th. – Beautiful pied Lapwing, almost wholly 

white, near Silloth (W. Nichol).  

7th. – A Swallow was seen at Silloth (Mr. Romney). 

8th. – A small flock of Bramblings at Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

17th. – A Fork-tailed (Leach’s) Petrel was picked up in 

an exhausted condition at Stanwix. It died the 

following day (A. Sutton). 

24th. – Several Fork-tailed Petrels noted in the Lake 

District (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

December 7th. – A flock of eight Grey Lag Geese were 

seen near Silloth. Large numbers of Wigeon are on the 

Solway (W. Nichol). 

12th. – Great Phalarope shot on the Solway (O. Wilde). 

28th-29th. – Tens of thousands of Lapwings flying from 

north to south across the Solway during snowstorm 

(W. Nichol). 

29th. – A Smew was obtained on Windermere (W.E. B. 

Dunlop). 

30th. – About fifty Bewick’s Swans, eighty Bean Geese, 

twenty Bernacle Geese, several thousands of 

Oystercatchers, and a few Mallards were congregated 

on a small patch of sand near Anthorn, sheltering 

during the storm (W. Nichol). 

 

 

§9. Report for 1909 
 

D.L.Thorpe and L.E.Hope,  

Zoologist, 4th Series, 14, 183-191 (1910) 
 

(Note that essentially the same material was published in 

the Carlisle Journal for 11th March 1910, p.6) 
 

Natural History Record Bureau (1909): 

The Museum, Carlisle 
  

IN THE report from this “Bureau” for last year (1908) we 

referred to the visits of a wild Whooper Swan to the River 

Eden, and hazarded the opinion that this bird had not yet 

paired, and that it would be interesting to see what might 

happen when that important incident in the life of a bird 

took place. Wild Swans, it is believed, pair for life, and for 



Transcripts of the annual reports of the Natural History Record Bureau, Carlisle, 1902-1912 

 

21 

that reason we felt that if our bird was a female, as we 

imagined, her mate would be induced to follow her to her 

winter quarters. This has really happened, and more, for 

the pair are accompanied by two more birds of the same 

species – not a brood, but adult companions. 

These four Wild Swans arrived on the Eden on the 

morning of Dec. 24th (Christmas Eve), and were 

immediately reported by the park-keeper, T. Hudson. Mr. 

D. Losh Thorpe saw four Swans flying towards the river 

from the north-east at the hour they were seen to arrive by 

the keeper – no doubt the four Wild Swans. 

The presence of four Wild Swans, or even of one, in such 

close proximity to the haunts of men is, as we have said 

before, most extraordinary, Wild Swans being amongst 

the shyest and most suspicious of wild animals. Carlisle is 

indeed a favoured place, the honour of entertaining such 

distinguished visitors being afforded to few places; such 

an occurrence has never before been recorded in this 

country. Several other interesting occurrences are reported 

during the past year. 

Mr. D. Losh Thorpe records a bird new to Cumberland 

– the Stone Curlew, or Great Plover. A bird of this species 

was seen by him on the banks of the River Eden, at Caldew 

Foot, on the morning of March 27th, 1909. The date of the 

occurrence coincides with the arrival of the species in the 

South of England this year. It was evidently a bird which 

had over-reached the usual northward migration limit, and 

was resting and refreshing itself by the river. It had gone 

later in the day, as a careful search failed to again reveal 

it. The Stone Curlew is a most interesting bird; we have 

kept it in captivity, and have studied its habits in its 

breeding haunts in Norfolk. It is not a common bird in 

Britain, and is extremely restricted in its distribution in this 

country, there being only a few favoured spots in the South 

of England where it is to be found breeding. 

Another extremely rare bird in the district (the Wryneck) 

was killed by telegraph-wires near Drumburgh on June 

27th, 1909.James Smith, who dissected the bird, said it 

was a female, and had evidently been nesting. The 

Wryneck has only been recorded in two instances in 

Cumberland during the last fifty years, but T. C. Heysham 

records it as breeding regularly near Carlisle in his time. 

A new bird has been added to the Westmorland list — 

the Golden Oriole (Oriolus galbula). An immature male 

bird of this species was picked up dead in the vicarage 

garden at Brathay, near Windermere, on May 16th, 1909, 

and sent to the Carlisle Museum by the Rev. T. H. Baines, 

who said it had been seen on the previous day by his 

neighbour, Mr. Whitwell. Six degrees of frost were 

registered on the night of May 15th, and this no doubt was 

responsible for the death of the rare and delicate straggler. 

In the early part of the year (Jan. 2nd) a flock of Snow 

Geese were reported to have been seen on the Solway. 

They were flying west, and were seen near Annan by two 

gentlemen, who had a good view of them as they flew 

close over the golf- course. The visits of this Nearctic 

species to the Solway have been few and of short duration; 

there has never been any possibility of obtaining an 

example to fully authenticate their occurrence. Wild 

Geese were again numerous on the Solway marshes, and 

six species were reported on the Cumberland side, i.e. 

Grey Lag, Bean, Pink-foot, White-fronted, Barnacle, and 

Brent. The Grey Lag has been fairly numerous; in fact, Mr. 

W. Nichol says that in his locality more Grey Lags than 

any other species were killed, the next in point of numbers 

being the Barnacle. The Pink-foot is, however, the 

predominant Grey Goose, and the White-fronted the 

rarest. The Barnacle is not quite so numerous as it was ten 

years ago. 

Two interesting Ducks were obtained on the Solway in 

early winter, one being an adult male Garganey, a bird not 

often met with on the Solway, in full eclipse plumage – an 

interesting stage of plumage; the other an adult male 

Long-tailed Duck in full winter dress. The latter species 

has occurred fairly regularly on the Solway since 1884, 

but this is the first time it has been obtained in this dress, 

and it is also noteworthy that the date (Nov. 2nd) is 

extremely early for the assumption of the full winter dress. 

The summer visitors, as a whole, were much earlier in 

1909 than in the preceding year, despite the cold spring 

and late frosts which lasted into June. The first Wheatear, 

which is our earliest migrant, was noted on March 25th, as 

against April 4th of 1908. The Swallow was seen six days 

earlier, and the Sand-Martin ten days earlier. The Willow-

Warbler was reported three weeks earlier than in 1908. 

The Cuckoo, Corn-Crake, and Swift were each ten days 

earlier, and the Chiffchaff eight. There is still much to 

learn respecting the migration range of our summer 

visitors, and we do not yet know to what extent local 

movement takes place amongst our resident birds. It is, 

however, hoped that a system of marking birds by placing 

an aluminium ring upon a leg with certain distinguishing 

marks thereon, which has been commenced in many 

places, will throw some light upon this subject. 

We marked a number of birds last year in this way, and 

if any birds should be found bearing a ring of this sort, we 

will be pleased to have them sent on to us, with particulars 

of date and place of capture. Our special mark on the rings 

is “Carlisle, ‘09,” and number. 

There is little to report respecting Mammalia, but Mr. T. 

Nichol, of Skinburness, came across a Hedgehog in the 

very act of devouring the young birds in a Thrush’s nest. 

A female Badger weighing twenty-four pounds was 

caught in a Rabbit-trap near Longtown, and several others 

were seen or caught in North Cumberland during the year. 

It is evidently holding its own there. The Slowworm 

(Anguis fragilis) is not a common reptile in the Carlisle 

district. One was taken at Aspatria on Aug. 18th. and sent 

to the Museum by Mr. H. Thompson. The following are a 

selection from the notes and records sent in to the Bureau: 

– 

 

1909. 

January 2nd. – A flock of Snow Geese reported as seen 

near Annan, on the Sol way (Major S. Ferguson). 

7th. – Mistle-Thrush heard singing near Windermere 

(W.E.B. Dunlop). During January, Wild Geese, 

especially Bean, were numerous; Mallard were very 

scarce (W. Nichol). 

February 2nd. – Five Brent Geese seen near Silloth. They 

were very shy (W. Nichol). 

4th. – Song-Thrush heard singing near Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop).  

11th. – Wild Geese, especially Pink-feet, numerous on 

Rockliffe Marsh, apparently over two thousand birds; 
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amongst them is a peculiarly light coloured example, 

presumably a pale variety (Major S. Ferguson). 

18th. – A Hawfinch was picked up in a garden at Great 

Corby. It died a few days later (Mr. Telford). 

28th. – The Whooper Swan has at last returned to its old 

place on the River Eden. It is very late (J. B. Cairns). 

March 17th. – Curlews passing over Carlisle (D. Losh 

Thorpe). 

19th. – Two Pintails and twelve Bean Geese near Silloth 

(W. Nichol). 

20th. – Great Spotted Woodpecker seen near Carlisle; 

Corn-Bunting commencing to sing; large number of 

Sky-Larks passing over Carlisle on migration (T. L. 

Johnston). A dark, heavy, misty night; a large number 

of birds passing over Carlisle on migration. Heard 

notes of Curlew, Lapwing, Black-headed Gull, and 

Sky-Lark. A Blackbird struck the high telegraph-wires 

in Lowther Street (D. Losh Thorpe). 

21st. – A flock of Redwings singing in Troutbeck Valley 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). Large migration of birds continued 

over Carlisle. Species noted were: Black-headed Gull, 

Lesser Black-backed Gull, Curlew, Lapwing, Ringed 

Plover, and Redshank. Mild, misty night; wind S. and 

S.E. (T. L. Johnston & D. Losh Thorpe). 

22nd. – About two hundred Wigeon seen near Silloth 

(W. Nichol). Badger trapped near Longtown (R. 

Davidson). 

25th. – A Wheatear was seen at Silloth to-day (first 

record of the season) (D. Losh Thorpe). 

27th. – Some Redshanks are frequenting a low-lying 

meadow near Morton, Carlisle (T. Hutchinson). A 

Great Plover or Stone Curlew was seen on the River 

Eden to-day near Caldew Foot. This is the first record 

of a visit of this species to Cumberland (D. Losh 

Thorpe). 

28th. – Wheatear seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

31st. – Large number of Blackbirds on migration near 

Silloth (W. Nichol). First Wheatear seen in 

Windermere district (W. E. B. Dunlop).  

April 1st. – Three pairs of Rooks have built their nests on 

chimney-stacks of houses at Holme Head, Carlisle (R. 

Leighton). A Knot in the aviary at Loshville is showing 

the first signs of summer dress – a few red feathers on 

the head and neck (D. Losh Thorpe). 

4th. – Saw the first Wheatear to-day at Leegate (R. 

Mann). 

5th. – Sand-Martin seen at Rickerby, Carlisle (W. Little). 

6th. – Five Pintail Ducks seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). A 

Swallow seen at Silloth to-day (D. Losh Thorpe). 

8th. – A Sand-Martin seen at Silloth (J. J. Hodgkinson). 

Nine Wigeon seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). Swallows 

seen at Crosby-on-Eden (W. H. Little). Willow- 

Warbler seen at Leegate (R. Mann). 

9th. – Chiffchaff seen and heard at Middle Gelt (T. L. 

Johnston). Swallow seen at Crosby-on-Eden (E. 

Hodgson). Swallow seen at Newcastleton (W. Roden). 

10th. – House-Martins and Swallows at Caldew Foot (D. 

Losh Thorpe). Swallows seen at Skinburness, Silloth 

(Ernest Carr).  

11th. – Eighty to one hundred Wigeon on the Solway, 

near Silloth (W. Nichol). Swallows, Sand-Martins, and 

House-Martins are on the Eden (D. Losh Thorpe). 

12th. – About fifty Wigeon and thirty Bar-tailed 

Godwits are near Silloth, on the Solway (W. Nichol). 

Swallow seen at Scotby (Ernest Carr). Wheatear seen 

at Silloth (T. W. Sharp). 

16th. – Two Swallows seen at Leegate (R. Mann). 

Willow-Warbler seen at Cotehill, near Carlisle (W. H. 

Little). 

17th. – A large flock of Fieldfares at Leegate (R. Mann). 

18th. – House-Martins and Sand-Martins first seen at 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

19th. – Corn-Crake first heard at Cargo, near Carlisle (T. 

Robinson). Sandpiper seen at Wetheral, near Carlisle 

(T. L. Johnston). Cuckoo heard at Penton (W. Roden). 

Willow-Warbler heard first time this year in the 

Windermere district (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

20th. – Cuckoo heard at Cargo, near Carlisle (T. 

Eobinson). Swallows arrived at Troutbeck, 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). Corn-Crake heard at 

Morton, near Carlisle (T. Hutchinson). Swift seen at 

Etterby, Carlisle (D. Losh Thorpe). 

21st. – The Whooper Swan on the Eden appeared 

restless (it had left the following day) (D. Losh 

Thorpe). A Redstart, also a Hawfinch, seen at Crosby-

on-Eden (E. Hodgson). Cuckoo heard at Leegate (R. 

Mann). 

22nd. – Corn-Crake seen near Allonby. The Black-

headed Gulls are hard at work building; only saw one 

egg (Major S. Ferguson). 

23rd. – Corn-Crake heard at Penton (W. Roden). Yellow 

Wagtail seen at Troutbeck, Windermere (W. E. B. 

Dunlop). 

24th. – House-Martins arrived at Leegate (R. Mann). 

Redstart seen near Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

25th. – Large number of Swifts arrived at Etterby Scaur, 

on the Eden. Two were seen on the 24th, and one on 

the 23rd (D. Losh Thorpe). Tree-Pipit heard and seen 

at Leegate (R. Mann). Cuckoo heard at Head’s Nook 

(G. B. Routledge).  

26th. – Cuckoo heard at Knowefield, Carlisle (L. E. 

Hope). Cuckoo heard at Troutbeck, Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). Cuckoos numerous at Leegate (R. 

Mann). Corn-Crake heard at Leegate (R. Mann). 

27th. – Large flock of Fieldfares at Crosby-on-Eden (E. 

Hodgson). Grasshopper- Warbler heard at Leegate (R. 

Mann). 

28th. – Whitethroat seen at Troutbeck, Windermere (W. 

E. B. Dunlop). 

29th. – Corn-Crake heard at Head’s Nook (G. B. 

Routledge). 

May 1st. – Cuckoo seen at Curthwaite (Ernest Carr). 

2nd. – Cuckoo heard at Crosby-on-Eden (E.Hodgson). 

Some Common Terns seen, and first Lesser Terns 

arrived on the Solway to-day (W. Nichol). 

3rd. – Pied Flycatcher seen at Brathay, Windermere 

(Rev. T. H. Baines). 

4th. – Whinchat seen at Leegate (E. Mann). 

5th. – Spotted Flycatchers seen at Annan (Major S. 

Ferguson). 

13th. – Willow-Warbler’s nest at Cotehill has five eggs 

(W. H. Little). 

16th. – Pair of Shovelers seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

A Golden Oriole was picked up dead at Brathay, 

Windermere. It is the first record of this bird for 

Westmorland. Six degrees of frost the previous night 
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had evidently been too much for this delicate southern 

bird. It was 1 a young male in the plumage of the 

second year (Rev. T. H. Baines). 

17th. – Young Ravens have left a nest to-day near 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

18th. – Found first Lesser Tern’s egg to-day, Solway (W. 

Nichol). 

19th. – Saw two Red-breasted Mergansers near Silloth 

(W. Nichol). Hedgehog seen devouring young 

Thrushes in nest, Silloth (T. Nichol). 

20th. – Fawn-coloured variety of Starling picked up at 

Hayton by T. W. Watson, Esq.; sent to the museum by 

H. S. Cartmel. 

June 3rd. – Two Curlew-Sandpipers in summer dress seen 

on Easton Marsh, Drumburgh (Major S. Ferguson). 

21st. – First young Swallow seen on the wing to-day at 

Leegate (R. Mann). 

27th. – Cuckoo heard (last date) near Carlisle (L. E. 

Hope). 

28th. – Common Tern’s nest, with eggs, on Solway (W. 

Nichol). 

July 8th. – Common Terns extremely numerous at 

Ravenglass this year. On this date many of the young 

had hatched; we marked a number of these chicks by 

placing an aluminium ring on their legs. The Sandwich 

Terns here have increased greatly, owing to the strict 

protection afforded them. In 1889 there were six eggs 

of this species laid there; this year there were over four 

hundred (L. E. Hope). 

12th. – Nine Bar-tailed Godwits in summer dress near 

Silloth (W. Nichol). A young Jackdaw in brown 

plumage, a variety, seen at Leegate. An old bird of the 

same variety seen several times previously (R. Mann). 

August 2nd. – A Willow-Warbler’s nest at Windermere 

contained three half-fledged young (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

6th. – A Hawfinch in nest dress was picked up dead at 

Skirsgill, near Penrith (H. Gandy). 

8th. – A Spotted Flycatcher sitting on eggs at this date at 

Ivegill, near Carlisle. These were subsequently reared, 

a late brood (Rev. C. T. Phillips). 

12th. – A Willow-Warbler singing to-day near 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

13th. – A young Buzzard left the eyrie to-day; very late 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). 

14th. – A male Garganey Duck in eclipse shot on Solway 

(T. Peal). 

18th. – Slowworm caught at Aspatria (H. Thompson). 

27th. – Little Stint seen at Silloth (W. Nichol). A Barn-

Owl seen in Carlisle (T. L. Johnston). 

30th. – Black-tailed Godwit and a Greenshank near 

Silloth (W. Nichol). 

September 2nd. – A Barn-Owl’s nest with two young seen 

to-day, Carlisle (T. L. Johnston). 

7th. – About twelve hundred Bar-tailed Godwits seen on 

Solway (W. Nichol). 

11th. – Flock of about forty Bean Geese on Solway (J. 

Backhouse). 

12th. – Whitethroat last seen near Carlisle (L. E. Hope). 

15th. – A Spotted Redshank seen near Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

21st. – Sand-Martins last seen near Windermere (W. E. 

B. Dunlop). 

24th. – Willow-Warbler and Whitethroat last seen near 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

27th. – Song-Thrush uttering fragments of song near 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

29th. – A few Barnacle Geese arrived on the Solway (T. 

L. Johnston). 

30th. – Wild Geese passing over Troutbeck Valley, 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

October 2nd. – A Little Stint seen to-day, also a 

Peregrine Falcon, on the Solway (W. Nichol). 

4th. – Swallows last seen at Windermere to-day (W. E. 

B. Dunlop). A Red-throated Diver, in summer dress, 

near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

6th. – Saw last House-Martins to-day near Windermere 

(W. E. B. Dunlop). 

8th. – Pair of Pintail Ducks seen to-day on Solway (W. 

Nichol). 

10th. – Three Brent Geese seen on the Solway (W. 

Nichol). 

17th. – Redwings seen for first time this season, 

Windermere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

19th. – Bramblings seen to-day near Windermere (W. E. 

B. Dunlop). 

25th. – Skein of Wild Geese flying west over Stanwix 

(L. E. Hope). 

27th. – Purple Sandpiper seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

28th. – Fieldfares first seen to-day near Windermere 

(W.E.B. Dunlop). Great Crested Grebe shot on Solway 

(T. L. Johnston). Fourteen Grey Lag Geese seen on the 

Solway; also a second “gaggle” of twelve (W. Nichol). 

November 2nd. – A Long-tailed Duck, an adult male in 

full winter dress, shot on the Solway near Gretna (J. 

Broatch). 

3rd. – An immature Long-tailed Duck seen near Silloth 

(W. Nichol). 

12th. – Pied variety of Fieldfare seen at High Head 

Castle, near Carlisle (J. B. Cairns).  

13th. – Fifteen Grey Lag Geese seen near Silloth; about 

sixty Pink-footed Geese at same time (W. Nichol). 

17th. – A flock of Crossbills, including several old males 

in red dress at Windermere. They stayed during the 

winter (W. E. B. Dunlop). A Red-breasted Merganser 

on the Solway to-day (W. Nichol). 

26th. – Twelve Grey Lag Geese near Silloth (W. 

Nichol).  

28th. – A Bat (Pipistrelle) flying to-day near Winder-

mere (W. E. B. Dunlop). 

December 17th. – Small parties of two and four Brent 

Geese on the Solway to-day (W. Nichol). Four Brent 

Geese seen on the estuary of the River Wampool (T. 

Hutchinson). 

21st. – Purple Sandpiper seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

24th. – Four Whooper Swans arrived on the River Eden 

at Carlisle, one being the bird which has paid us annual 

visits since 1904. They are all adult birds, possibly two 

pairs. This occurrence is one of the most extraordinary 

things in the whole annals of British ornithology. Their 

arrival was reported by the park keeper (T. Hudson). 
 
 
 

§10. Report for 1910 
 

D.L.Thorpe and L.E.Hope, 

Zoologist, 4th Series, 15, 226-234 (1911) 
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(Note that essentially the same material was published in 

the Carlisle Journal for 11th March 1911, p.5.) 
 

Natural History Record Bureau (1910): 

The Museum, Carlisle 
  

THE year 1910, though not altogether unproductive of 

ornithological incident, has perhaps been less so than most 

seasons, at least as regards rare occurrences on the 

Solway, or in Cumberland generally. 

This was no doubt greatly owing to the mildness of the 

spring months, there being little or no frost or snow after 

the end of January in this district, and the absence of storm 

during the period of migration, which apparently pursued 

its normal course without any noticeable break. 

The mild weather conditions during this season had also 

the effect of producing early nuptial arrangements 

amongst our resident birds. Thrushes were singing in 

January, Chaffinches in February, and Lapwings were 

investigating suitable nesting quarters high up on the 

moors by the end of February. Mr. Eric B. Dunlop, who 

has exceptional opportunities, and uses them, of observing 

the birds in his district, gives some early instances, and his 

notes on the birds in the Windermere district give a very 

good idea of the sequence of arrival of our summer visitors 

in the Lake District. On several dates in the spring of 1910 

he heard and recorded the singing of the Redwing (Turdus 

iliacus); it is not the good fortune of every English 

ornithologist to hear the low plaintive song of this species 

of migratory Thrush in this country. 

A considerable amount of controversy in the Press was 

occasioned by the extraordinary behaviour of a Common 

Buzzard (Buteo vulgaris), which has contracted the 

somewhat offensive habit of swooping at persons who 

trespass on the hillside which it considers its special 

domain. Let it be clearly understood that it is a single bird 

which has contracted this habit; the bird is well-known to 

several Westmorland and Cumberland ornithologists, and 

this habit is not characteristic of the species. This bird has 

been variously described as a “Buzzard,” “Bustard,” and 

“Golden Eagle,” but the reports of it attacking people are 

somewhat exaggerated, although it is a little disconcerting 

to have a large bird like a Buzzard swoop down near 

enough to knock off one’s hat. It frequently swoops at and 

“strikes” sheep on the hillside when annoyed by the 

presence of man. We saw it do this when irritated. 

Mr. W. Nichol, of Skinburness, Silloth, relates an 

instance of the persistence with which a Stoat will attack 

and pursue so large a bird as a Pheasant. On November 3rd 

he noticed a Pheasant running, followed closely by a Stoat; 

the Stoat tried to take the bird in the rear, but the Pheasant 

showed a bold front and kept his assailant at bay. After 

some time a Blackbird, which had been a spectator of the 

whole proceeding, attracted the Stoat’s attention for a 

moment, when the Pheasant made off and hid in a clump 

of grass, but the Stoat, not yet defeated, again gave chase, 

and its tactics in again reaching his desired prey were most 

interesting; sitting up on its haunches, it spied out the 

ground frequently, but finally detected its quarry by scent, 

and after another tussle gave up in disgust and left the 

Pheasant master of the situation. Mr. Nichol also 

contributed an interesting note on a Peregrine which 

frequented the shores of the Solway, near Silloth. On 

December 27th he noticed the Falcon chasing a Curlew 

which three times took to the water to escape its pursuer; 

the Falcon did not attempt to lift its prey from the surface, 

as it is said to do in the case of ducks which it has chased 

until exhausted, but finally left it on the water. Shortly 

after this incident the Falcon brought down a Barnacle 

Goose which Mr. Nichol had wounded by a shot. 

The most interesting ornithological event of the year is 

one which is close home to us in connection with the wild 

Whooper Swan which has visited the Eden for six 

successive winters. Last year, as we recorded in these 

notes, the Whooper returned to the Eden on December 

24th, accompanied by a mate and two other Swans of the 

same species, adult birds. On Nov. 16th she again 

returned, this time also accompanied by her mate, but also 

by one young bird, evidently her offspring, and by two 

adult birds, presumably the two birds which spent last 

winter on the Eden, the latter being accompanied by two 

young birds, apparently their offspring. These seven 

Swans did not stay over-night on the river, and six of them 

only returned the following day, one of the adults of the 

pair with the two young being missing – evidently some 

accident to which wild birds are too frequently subject had 

overtaken one of the parents – and the two young Swans 

have continued to be attended by one adult only, the 

surviving parent. Two days later two more adult 

Whoopers made their appearance, perhaps the remainder 

of the herd to which our bird had become attached. These 

eight wild Swans have remained on the river during the 

whole winter, and at the time of writing are still with us. 

The Puffin (Fratercula arctica), although a breeding 

bird all round our coasts, and especially numerous on 

some parts of the west coast, is not a common visitor to 

the Solway. Still it occasionally occurs, generally as a 

derelict on the shore, but sometimes as an exhausted bird 

picked up inland. We have twice known it picked up alive 

in the Solway district, the last being one in the early 

months of 1910, which was placed in our aviary, where it 

lived for several months. It at first evinced little desire for 

food, and refused all the dainties set before it in the shape 

of live and dead fish, &c., but after having had two or three 

mealworms placed in its mouth, it developed an appetite 

for those grubs which eventually became of alarming 

dimensions. It later began to take other food, live minnows 

and portions of fresh fish, but not if there was a mealworm 

about. He was in full nuptial or summer dress when 

obtained, with the curious wrinkled, orange-coloured skin 

around his eyes and at the corners of his mouth; his beak 

had the large horny casing with its orange and blue 

coloration which reminds one of an abnormally developed 

parrot’s beak. This horny covering is part of the summer 

dress and is cast off in the autumn. This particular bird 

began casting his horny casing on August 19th. It was a 

peculiar and interesting pet, becoming quite tame and 

taking mealworms and fish from the hand; but although a 

small pond in the aviary was stocked with minnows for his 

especial benefit, Billy, as he was called, could not be 

induced to fish for himself; in fact, we think that it was 

only in hope of getting a mealworm that he condescended 

to accept the fish from our hand. It is extraordinary what a 

fondness birds have for this grub, which is the larva of a 

beetle. Another bird we have in this aviary, and which 

likes the mealworm diet, is a Great Spotted Woodpecker 
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(Dendrocopus major). It was also for some time extremely 

tame, and would fly on to one's shoulder or breast to be 

fed on its favourite diet of mealworms. We have had 

several other interesting birds in our aviary during the past 

year, including the Bearded Reedling or Bearded Tit, one 

of the most beautiful of British small birds; also the 

Bohemian Waxwing, a most docile bird in confinement, 

with its sleek silky plumage and red waxen appendages to 

the ends of the secondary wing feathers. We also had a 

Redstart which lived over winter, but unfortunately died 

in an early effort to moult. 

During the last year or two numerous letters have been 

written to us recording rare plants found in the district, 

also animals other than vertebrates. When the “Record 

Bureau” at the Carlisle Museum was initiated, it was 

proposed to deal only with the vertebrate animals of the 

district – Cumberland and Westmorland and a radius of 

fifty miles around Carlisle – but we wish to state now that 

if those persons who are students of any branch of Natural 

History, including the lower animals (Invertebrata) of all 

or any orders, botany, palaeontology, or mineralogy, care 

to correspond with us upon such matters, we will be 

pleased to place on record, in the same way in which we 

treat the vertebrate animals, all records of invertebrate 

animals, plants, fossils, or minerals. 

Mr. J. C. Varty Smith, of Penrith, writes that in June, 

1908, he found examples of a rare aquatic plant, 

Ranunculus circinatus, in Thacka Beck, Penrith, previous 

records of this plant in Cumberland being doubtful. 

Messrs. Chas. Platt and David Dickenson both record the 

rare orchis Goodyera repens, respectively, from Great 

Corby and Armathwaite in July, 1910. The following are 

the vertebrate notes and records sent in to the Bureau 

during 1910: — 
 
 

January 4th. – Song-Thrush singing at Troutbeck, 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

5th. – Redwings singing at Troutbeck, Windermere (Eric 

B. Dunlop). 

6th. – Mistle-Thrush singing at Troutbeck, Windermere 

(Eric B. Dunlop). 

29th. – Grey Lag-Geese (fourteen) seen near Silloth; 

Peregrine Falcon frequenting shore at Skinburness (W. 

Nichol). 

31st. – Wild Geese (unidentified) and Red-throated 

Divers (three) seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

February 1st. – Chaffinch singing at Troutbeck, 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

2nd. – Song-Thrushes singing at Stanwis (Linnaeus E. 

Hope). 

9th. – Barn-Owl hawking in daylight in Carlisle (T. L. 

Johnston). 

10th. – Tawny Owl hooting at Stanwix Bank (Linnaeus 

E. Hope). 

12th. – Chaffinch singing at Carlisle (H. Marks). 

14th. – Sky-Lark singing near Stanwix (Linnaeus E. 

Hope). 

17th. – Grey Lag-Geese (seventeen) seen near Silloth 

(W. Nichol). 

22nd. – Blackbird first heard singing at Troutbeck (Eric 

B. Dunlop).  

25th. – Curlews passing over Stanwix during day and 

returning to Solway at evening (Linnaeus E. Hope). 

26th. – Lapwings first seen on the moors, Windermere 

(Eric B. Dunlop). 

27th. – Curlews passing inland near Windermere (Eric 

B. Dunlop). 

March 4th. – Wild Geese, three separate parties of twenty-

five, thirty, and sixty seen near Silloth (species 

unidentified) (W. Nichol). 

6th. – Corn-Buntings commenced singing near Carlisle 

(T. L. Johnston). 

9th. – Redwings heard singing at Troutbeck, 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

13th. – Hawfinches (two) seen at Crosby-on-Eden (E. 

Hodgson). Sand-Martins (two) seen at Crosby-on-

Eden by four independent observers (J. B. Cairns). 

Dipper’s nest with one egg at Westward, Wigton (R. 

W. Barwise). 

17th. – Corn-Buntings (flock of sixty-two) on wires at 

Todhills (J. B. Cairns). 

21st. – Rooks begin to stay overnight at rookeries near 

Carlisle (T. L. Johnston). Brent Geese (eleven) seen 

near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

22nd. – Redwings heard singing at Troutbeck, 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

26th. – Wheatear first seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

28th. – Wheatear seen at Silloth (D. Losh Thorpe). 

31st. – Wheatear first seen at Windermere; a Raven’s 

nest contained young (Eric B. Dunlop). 

April 2nd. – Two of the four Whooper Swans which have 

spent the winter on the River Eden left to-day. They 

appeared restless and greatly excited all day before 

leaving (D. Losh Thorpe). 

7th. – Barnacle Geese (flock) seen near Silloth (W. 

Nichol).  

10th. – Knots in aviary showing signs of summer dress 

(D. Losh Thorpe). 

14th. – Swallow first seen near Windermere (Eric B. 

Dunlop). 

15th. – Wheatears first seen at Carlisle Cemetery (J. T. 

Charlton). Swallow first seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

16th. – The two remaining Whooper Swans, one of 

which was our regular visitor, missing at intervals of a 

day or two since the other two went northwards, finally 

left on this date (L. E. Hope and D. Losh Thorpe). 

Ring-Ouzel first seen near Windermere (Eric B. 

Dunlop). Grey Lag-Geese (sixteen) seen near Silloth, 

Solway (W. Nichol). 

17th. – Willow-Warbler and Swallow seen near Carlisle 

(T. L. Johnston). Willow-Warbler seen at Westward, 

Wigton (R. W. Barwise). 

18th. – Swallow first seen at Carlisle Cemetery (J. T. 

Charlton). 

19th. – Redshanks visiting flood-water at Crosby-on-

Eden (E. Hodgson). Swallows arrived at Westward, 

Wigton (R. W. Barwise). Goldcrests (one pair) nesting 

in Cemetery Grounds, Carlisle (J. T. Charlton). 

20th. – Swallow first seen at Toddel, Cockermouth (W. 

F. Dixon). Willow-Warblers first seen at Windermere 

(Eric B. Dunlop). 

21st. – Sand-Martin first seen near Windermere (Eric B. 

Dunlop). 

22nd. – Wild Geese very numerous on Rockliffe Marsh 

(G. F. Saul). 
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24th. – Redstart first seen near Windermere (Eric B. 

Dunlop). 

26th. – Richardson’s Skua (adult) seen near Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

28th. – Cuckoos (three) seen at Todhills, Carlisle (J.B. 

Cairns). 

29th. – Corn-Crake first heard at Westward, Wigton (R. 

W. Barwise). Yellow Wagtail first seen near 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop).  

30th. – Cuckoo first heard at Westward, Wigton (R. W. 

Barwise). Cuckoo first heard near Silloth; Shoveler 

Ducks (two) seen on Solway (W. Nichol). 

May 1st. – Corn-Crake heard at Harker, Carlisle (J. B. 

Cairns). 

2nd. – Cuckoo first heard at Troutbeck, Windermere 

(Eric B. Dunlop). Lesser Terns arrived on Solway; 

White Wagtails (three) seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

4th. – Grasshopper-Warbler heard near Carlisle (T. L. 

Johnston). Swift seen at Etterby Scaur, Carlisle (D. 

Losh Thorpe). Grasshopper-Warbler heard at Todhills 

Moss (J. B. Cairns). Swifts (two) seen at Gretna (J. B. 

Cairns). 

5th. – Wood-Warbler first heard at Troutbeck, 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

8th. – Spotted Flycatcher first seen at Troutbeck, 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

16th. – Sedge-Warbler singing at Etterby Scaur (D. Losh 

Thorpe). 

19th. – Whimbrel (six) seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

21st. – Knots (two) and Bar-tailed Godwits (three) seen 

on Solway (T. L. Johnston). Dotterel seen in Lake 

District (G. F. Saul). 

28th. – Sanderlings (flock of over two thousand) on 

shore at Silloth (W. Nichol). 

June 1st. – Black-headed Gull nesting (one nest) at 

Bassenthwaite (W. J. Farrer). 

8th. – Sanderlings extremely numerous and very tame; 

over three thousand on the shore near Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

28th. – Oystercatehers (pair) on the Eden above Crosby 

(E. Hodgson). 

July 4th. – Hawfinch and young seen at Crosby-on-Eden 

(E. Hodgson). 

5th. – Cuckoo heard (last time) near Windermere (Eric 

B, Dunlop). 

22nd. – Manx Shearwaters (twelve) seen on Solway (J. 

W. Armstrong). 

30th. – Cormorants (three) flying up Windermere (Eric 

B. Dunlop). Turnstone in summer dress seen near 

Silloth (T. L. Johnston). Knots and Bar-tailed Godwits 

(three hundred to five hundred of each species) on 

Solway; mostly in summer dress (W. Nichol). 

August 1st. – Greenshanks (two) seen on Newton Marsh, 

Solway (T. L. Johnston). 

4th. – Crossbills (several) seen at Troutbeck, 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

5th. – Greenshanks (two) seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

6th. – Skua seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

12th. – Greenshank, Spotted Redshank, Little Stint seen 

near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

22nd. – Mistle-Thrush heard singing near Windermere 

(Eric B. Dunlop). 

September 1st. – Greenshanks (eleven) seen on Newton 

Marsh, Solway (T. L. Johnston). Green Sandpiper seen 

on Newton Marsh, Solway (T. L. Johnston). Wigeon 

(eight) and Shovelers (three) seen on Solway (T. L. 

Johnston). 

10th. – Swift seen at Etterby Scaur (late date) (D. Losh 

Thorpe). 

12th. – Wood-Warbler uttering a few notes near 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

17th. – Black Tern (immature) seen on Solway (T. L. 

Johnston). 

19th. – Wild Geese arrived on Burgh Marsh (T. L. 

Johnston). Barnacle Geese arrived on Newton Marsh 

(T. L. Johnston). Barnacle Geese near Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

October 1st. – Song-Thrush singing at Troutbeck, 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

4th. – Swallow seen at Silloth (D. Losh Thorpe). 

5th. – Swallow seen at Wigton (W. H. Redmayne). 

Peregrine Falcon frequenting Solway, near Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

6th. – Peregrines (two) seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

8th. – Shovelers (three) seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

Swallow last seen at Troutbeck, Windermere (Eric B. 

Dunlop). 

9th. – Wild Geese (one hundred and fifty) flying south-

east over Carlisle (D. Losh Thorpe). 

11th. – Redwings first seen this season near Windermere 

(Eric B. Dunlop). Fork-tailed Petrel seen near Silloth 

(W. Nichol). 

18th. – Peregrine Falcon, Red-throated Diver, Red-

breasted Mergansers (two) seen on Solway, near 

Silloth (W. Nichol). 

20th. – Fieldfares first seen at Troutbeck, Windermere 

(Eric B. Dunlop).  

22nd. – Bramblings first seen at Troutbeck, Windermere 

(Eric B. Dunlop). 

November 2nd. — Goosander seen on Windermere 

Reservoir (Eric B. Dunlop). Manx Shearwaters (two) 

seen on Solway (J. W. Armstrong). 

3rd. – Pheasant attacked by Stoat (note in introduction) 

(W. Nichol). 

4th. – Bewick’s Swans heard passing down Solway at 

night (W. Nichol). 

9th. – Great Crested Grebe (immature) shot at Anthorn 

(T. L. Johnston). 

14th. – Wigeon (about four hundred) on Solway (W. 

Nichol). 

15th. – Mallards very numerous on Solway (W. Nichol). 

16th. – Whooper Swans (seven) arrived on the River 

Eden, Carlisle (T. Hudson). 

18th. – Wild Swans (seven) seen on Solway (W. 

Rutherford). Whooper Swans (two more adults) 

arrived on Eden (T. Hudson). 

28th. – Red-breasted Mergansers (three), Red-throated 

Divers (three), seen on Solway, near Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

December 13th. – Bohemian Waxwing shot at Glasson, 

Burgh-by-Sands (Jas. Bryson). 

15th. – Grey Lag-Geese (twelve) seen at Skinburness, 

Silloth (W. Nichol). 

24th. – Hawfinch seen at Crosby-on-Eden (E. Hodgson). 

27th. – Peregrine Falcon attacking Curlew and Barnacle 

Goose (noted in introduction) (W. Nichol). 
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28th. – Little Stint seen at Skinburness, Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

30th. – Grey Lag-Geese (fourteen) seen at Skinburness, 

Silloth; pack of Bewick’s Swans heard in flight down 

Solway (W. Nichol). 

 

 

§11. Report for 1911 
 

L.E.Hope and D.L.Thorpe, 

Zoologist, 4th Series, 16, 181-189 (1912) 

(pp.182-184 by E.B.Dunlop, Westmorland and Southern 

Lakeland Notes, 1911) 
 

Natural History Record Bureau, Carlisle Museum: 

Report for 1911 
  

THE year 1911 was a remarkable one in many respects. 

The coldness of the early months of the year and the heat 

of the succeeding summer and autumn were not without 

their effect upon the bird-life of the country. The cold 

spring slightly retarded migration, and the bulk of the 

summer visitors were a few days later in arrival than in the 

previous year, although some individuals were reported 

earlier. The earliest reported migrant was again the Sand-

Martin, which was seen at Westward, Wigton, on March 

18th, the earliest note in 1910 being March 13th, at 

Crosby-on-Eden. The Cuckoo was reported at Todhills on 

April 17th, eleven days earlier than in 1910, and the Corn-

Crake was recorded on April 27th, the earliest note sent in 

for 1910 being May 1st. Many birds finished their nesting 

early and commenced migration, whilst some species 

reared several broods and stayed very late, as, for instance, 

a Swallow was reported sitting on her eggs as late as Oct. 

17th. This may have been a third brood. 

One or two notes by correspondents seem remarkable 

and invite comment. On July 4th Major Spencer Ferguson 

wrote: “Last night twenty Grey Geese passed over 

Lynehow to Rockliffe Marsh from east . . . time, 8.20 p.m. 

Mr. J. M. Charlton (a good observer) wrote: “On July 25th 

a flock of Wild Geese was seen flying north-east over 

Brampton . . . grey in colour . . . time, 8.30 p.m. . . . seen 

by two observers.” Wild Geese were also seen by other 

observers near Carlisle towards the end of July. Both 

correspondents remark on the abnormality of the dates 

(July 3rd and 25th). The Wild Geese which visit the 

Solway Marshes do not, as a rule, arrive until the middle 

or near the end of September, and they have generally left 

by the end of April. That Grey Geese did occasionally stay 

on into June or even July was well known to Macpherson 

when he wrote the ‘Fauna of Lakeland.’ He says, “Geese 

so notoriously linger late in their winter haunts, if not 

breeding birds.” It is possible that the Geese seen in July 

last year were non-breeding birds, paralleled by the large 

flocks of non-breeding Bar-tailed Godwits which 

sometimes spend the whole summer on the Solway. 

In these notes we have more than once remarked on the 

apparent increase in the numbers of Grey Lag Geese 

which now visit the Solway, and the birds seen late may 

have belonged to this species, which as its name denotes 

is much addicted to lingering or “lagging” late in its winter 

haunts. 

It is with a feeling of great regret that we report the fact 

that no Wild Swans wintered on the River Eden at Carlisle 

during the winter of 1911-12, a break in a sequence of six 

annual visits by this fine species being thus created.  

The ‘Glasgow Weekly Mail’ of Dec. 9th, 1911, reported 

thirteen Wild Swans on the River Nith at Dumfries, but 

enquiries proved that they were merely Mute Swans, 

though perhaps strangers to the Nith. 

The ‘Times’ of July 13th, 1911, recorded the nesting of 

a Black Redstart at Crosthwaite, near Keswick, and in this 

case also the result of our enquiries was disappointing. We 

may, however, congratulate ourselves that the breeding of 

the Great Crested Grebe in “Lakeland” was in 1911 

established beyond doubt. 

Records relating to Mammalia are few, but it is 

interesting to note that the Roe Deer still rears its young in 

the north-east of Cumberland.  

 

WESTMORLAND AND SOUTHERN LAKELAND 

NOTES, 1911. 

BY ERIC B. DUNLOP. 

Though the weather at the commencement of the year 

was more open than at the beginning of 1910, the birds, 

curiously enough, were considerably later in coming into 

song. For instance, in 1910 the Song Thrush was first 

heard on Jan. 4th, in 1911 not till Feb. 12th. The Chaffinch 

came into song on Feb. 1st, 1910, and on Feb. 17th in 

1911. 

I saw the first Wheatear, a male, on April 14th. The cold 

east wind which had blown for a month previously no 

doubt made this and other migrants late in arriving. On 

April 15th the first Common Sandpiper was noted; on 

April 21st the Swallow and Willow Wren; on April 22nd 

a male Redstart. The Cuckoo was heard on April 29th. 

On May 4th a Whitethroat was seen, and on this date the 

first House Martins were reported to have returned to a 

large colony. A Whinchat was seen on the 5th, and on May 

16th a Spotted Flycatcher. On May 27th a nesting-hole of 

the Great Spotted Woodpecker was examined; it contained 

young fully a week old. 

Curlews were unusually late in leaving their upland 

breeding haunts: normally they have left us before August 

dawns, but they were still on the hills above Windermere 

on August 10th. The same delay in quitting their breeding-

grounds was noted on the eastern side of Westmorland. 

Possibly the hot and dry summer had made food difficult 

to procure, and caused these birds to be more backward 

than in a more moist season. 

The summer-like weather at the end of September 

caused the Great Tits to utter their spring notes, and the 

Chaffinches to sing, I do not remember hearing 

Chaffinches sing in this district at the fall of the year 

before. On Oct. 26th the first arrival of Fieldfares was 

noted. 

On April 22nd I saw, near Windermere, two Waxwings; 

they had been seen about the locality for some weeks 

previously; search after this date failed to reveal their 

presence. They flew together as if paired. 

I have much pleasure in recording, for the first time, the 

nesting of the Great Crested Grebe in “Lakeland.” On a 

certain quiet sheet of water I saw, on April 18th, two pairs 

of these fine birds. One pair brought two young off in 

safety; the other birds were, I believe, also successful in 

their nesting operations, though I did not see the young as 

I did in the first case. I have good reason to suppose that 
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they bred in this locality in the two previous seasons. 

A Great Snipe was shot near Shap in the autumn, and 

was subsequently recorded in the ‘Field.’ 

Two pure white Grouse chicks were hatched from the 

same clutch of eggs near Lazonby. On being handled, they 

were found to have the ordinary dark eye of the Grouse. 

One of the birds was reported in autumn. 

 

The following are a selection of the notes and records 

sent in to the Bureau: —  

January 2nd, 1911. – Fourteen Grey Lag Geese seen near 

Silloth (W. Nichol).  

3rd. – Heard Bewick’s Swans in flight near Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

5th. – Saw about forty Grey Lag Geese at Skinburness 

(W. Nichol). 

16th. – Saw about twenty-seven Grey Lag Geese at 

Skinburness (W. Nichol). 

30th. – Grey Lags again seen at Skinburness (W. 

Nichol). Hawfinch seen at Newby Grange, Crosby-on-

Eden (E.Hodgson). 

March 2nd. – A flock of Wild Geese flying north-east 

passed over Stanwix at 1 p.m.; a second flock passed 

in the same direction at 3 p.m., about twenty-five birds 

(L. E. Hope).  

10th. – Raven seen near Botcherby by two observers (H. 

H. Hodgkinson). 

17th. – A Tawny Owl flying in a plantation with a 

Squirrel in its talons; the Squirrel screamed as it was 

carried away. Westward, near Wigton (R. W. 

Barwise). A White Stork seen near Raby Cote, Silloth 

(W. Nichol). 

18th. – Three Sand-Martins seen to-day; also a pair of 

Common Wrens nest-building at Westward, Wigton 

(R. W. Barwise). 

26th. – Three of the Whooper Swans left the River Eden 

to-day (T. Hudson). Sandwich Terns arrived at 

Ravenglass to-day, three days later than usual (J. M. 

Charlton). 

30th. – Thirty Wild Geese seen near Silloth by J. 

Backhouse. 

April 3rd. – Saw a Kingfisher at Gosling Beck, near 

Moorville (J. B. Cairns). First Wheatear seen near 

Silloth, also at Wigton (W. Nichol). 

4th. – The two remaining old Whooper Swans and the 

three young ones left the River Eden to-day (T. 

Hudson). I saw a Yellow Wagtail to-day near Silloth 

(W. Nichol). 

10th. – Flock of three hundred Bernacle Geese near 

Silloth (J. Backhouse). 

12th. – Redshank wading in shallows by Weaver’s Bank 

in Public Park, Carlisle (L. E. Hope). First Ring-Ouzel 

of this year seen, Cumberland (Eric B. Dunlop). 

12th to 14th. – Gaggle of forty Grey Lag Geese at 

Skinburness (W. Nichol). 

15th. – The first Common Sandpiper noted, near 

Troutbeck (Eric B. Dunlop). 

16th. – A Swallow seen near Silloth by R. Peat. A Sand-

Martin seen on River Irthing, near Brampton, wind 

from west; also a Siskin uttering its call-note, male 

Redshanks performing evolutions in air, and Long-

tailed Tits nesting, near Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

17th. – Cuckoo heard at Todhills; two Sand-Martins 

seen near Gretna (W. H. Little).  

18th. – Two Swallows and three House Martins seen at 

mid- day at Etterby Scaur, Carlisle (D. Losh Thorpe). 

Saw a flock of six Wigeon near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

Swallow and two Sandpipers seen on River Irthing, 

also Oystercatcher; a pair of Ringed Plovers nesting on 

a shingle-bed. River Irthing, near Brampton (J. M. 

Charlton). Two Swallows seen near Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

19th. – Heard Tree-Pipit singing near Wigton (R. W. 

Barwise). Saw Common Sandpiper at Rockliffe; Wild 

Geese numerous on Rockliffe Marsh (G. F. Saul). 

Some Swallows have arrived at junction of Caldew 

and Eden rivers; cold east winds (T. Hudson). Saw a 

Willow-Warbler near Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

20th. – Saw a Swallow at Floriston (J. B. Cairns). First 

Willow-Warbler seen at Westward, Wigton (R. W. 

Barwise). Saw Willow-Warbler at Talkin Tarn (W. H. 

Little). 

21st. – Saw a nest of Grey Wagtail with eggs, Westward 

(R. W. Barwise). Lesser Terns arrived on the Solway 

(W. Nichol). Saw two Swallows at Sandisyke, near 

Brampton (J. M. Charlton). Swallow and Willow-

Warbler first seen near Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

22nd. – Saw a Swallow to-day at Westward, Wigton (R. 

W. Barwise). Saw a flock of ten Wigeon and also two 

Shovelers near Skinburness (W. Nichol). Redstart seen 

near Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

23rd. – Swallow seen at Blackwell, Carlisle (W. 

Marchington). Swallow seen at Botcherby, Carlisle 

(W. H. Little). 

26th. – A gaggle of sixty Bernacle Geese at Skinburness 

(W. Nichol).  

27th. – Cuckoo heard near Silloth (R. Peat). Swallows 

on the Eden near the bridge (D. Losh Thorpe). Corn-

Crake heard near Aglionby, Carlisle (W. H. Little). 

28th. – Saw Redstart, Whitethroat, and Whinchat near 

Brampton (J. M. Charlton). Heard Cuckoo near Silloth 

(W. Nichol). 

29th. – Cuckoo heard at Troutbeck, Windermere (Eric 

B. Dunlop). Swift arrived at Etterby Scaur, Carlisle (D. 

Losh Thorpe). 

May 1st. – Heard Cuckoo and Corn-Crake at Silloth, a fine 

warm day; Wheatear seen (H. H. Hodgkinson).  

2nd and 3rd. – A return of the cold weather. 

4th. – Whitethroat and House-Martins first seen near 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). Saw first Swift to day 

at Westward, Wigton (R. W. Barwise). 

5th. – Swift at Eden Bridge, Carlisle (W. H. Little). 

Heard Cuckoo and Land-Rail to-day at Dalston (J. 

Reid). Whinchat first seen at Troutbeck, near 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

6th. – Corn-Crake first heard at Westward, Wigton (R. 

W. Barwise). 

7th. – Cuckoo first heard near Brampton (J. M. 

Charlton). 

8th. – Four Wild Swans seen flying west from 

Skinburness (Capt. Penrice). Weather fine and warm 

again. Two pairs of Jack Snipe on Drumburgh Moss; 

they appeared to be paired (J. Smith). 

10th. – Swifts seen, Willow-Warblers numerous, near 

Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

13th. – Heat and thunder rain. 
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16th. – Spotted Flycatcher first seen near Windermere 

(Eric B. Dunlop). 

18th. – Night-Jar heard and seen; heard Grasshopper-

Warbler at Todhills (J. B. Cairns). Redstart nesting in 

wall of an orchard near Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

23rd. – Flock of Fieldfares in Morton Park, Carlisle (G. 

F. Saul). 

June 8th. – A Black Tern seen near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

10th. – Nest of Hawfinch under observation near 

Longtown (J. B. Cairns). 

July 4th. – Last night at 8.20 p.m. about twenty Grey 

Geese passed over Lynehow to Rockliffe Marshes, 

travelling from east (Major S. Ferguson). 

6th. – Woodcock flying over in evenings, Sandisyke, 

Brampton (J. M. Charlton).  

10th. – A male Blackcap-Warbler noted feeding on 

raspberries, also the adults of a brood of Garden-

Warblers, at Sandisyke, near Brampton (J. M. 

Charlton). 

11th. – Saw an adult female Dunlin on the River Irthing; 

it was changing into winter dress, and probably 

migrating after breeding on the fells; it was very tame 

(J. M. Charlton). 

14th. – Saw a Mole swimming, also a Roe-Deer with her 

fawn near the Cambeck, Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

16th. – Heard Corn-Crake for last time this season, 

Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 22nd. – A large flock of 

Bar-tailed Godwits (about four hundred), in summer 

dress, on the shore near Silloth; also about fifty Knots; 

saw a Skua (W. Nichol). 

24th. – Many of the Common Terns at Ravenglass have 

eggs or young, numbers of the latter being marked with 

a ring stamped “Witherby, High Holborn, London”; 

some of the Sandwich Terns still have young, but most 

of them have departed. There are also Lesser Terns still 

with eggs (J. M. Charlton). 

25th. – A flock of Wild Geese were seen flying north-

east over Sandisyke, near Brampton; they were flying 

low, and were grey in colour; the time was 8.30 in the 

evening; they were seen by two observers (J. M. 

Charlton). 

30th. – Nest of Song-Thrush in a garden wall; 

Oystercatchers piping incessantly in the evenings on 

River Irthing near Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

August 15th. – Saw four Black-tailed Godwits and a 

Whimbrel near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

18th. – Saw two Greenshanks near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

22nd. – Saw three Black-tailed Godwits and two Green 

Sandpipers near Silloth (W. Nichol). 

28th. – A brood of young Grouse flushed on “Faulds 

Brow,” near Threlkeld, had long tails and flew like 

Pheasants; none were shot (G. F. Saul). 

September 6th. – Swift seen at Etterby Scaur, Carlisle; also 

seen on August 26th, 29th, and September 1st (D. Losh 

Thorpe). Flock of Wild Geese flying south-east over 

Stanwix at 2.30 p.m. (L. E. Hope). 

30th. – A Tern passed flying north over Sandisyke (J. M. 

Charlton). 

October 3rd. – A Swallow sitting on a nest with four eggs 

in a coach-house at Sandisyke, Brampton (J. M. 

Charlton). Saw a flock of about forty Grey Geese and 

one of about twenty Bernacle Geese near Silloth (W. 

Nichol). 

4th. – Two flocks of Redwings seen passing over 

Sandisyke flying north-east; several Swallows and 

House-Martins still remain near Brampton (J. M. 

Charlton). An immature Common Gull noted sitting in 

a ploughed field near Brampton, apparently resting on 

migration (J. M. Charlton). 

6th. – Only one pair of Swallows and one pair of House-

Martins now remain here; the wind is north-east, and a 

solitary Redwing is flying north (J. M. Charlton). 

7th. – Grey Plover passing over Sandisyke, flying east 

and calling (J. M. Charlton). 

8th. – More Redwings making north or north-east over 

Sandisyke (J. M. Charlton). 

10th. – Flocks of Lesser Redpolls passing over 

Sandisyke. There is a large rookery in a wood on the 

River Irthing; when the enormous flocks rise the sound 

is like the roar of the sea (J. M. Charlton). 

11th. – A flock of about thirty Wild Geese passed over 

Sandisyke about 3 p.m., wind in west and mild. Flocks 

of Redpolls are feeding on the seed of silver birch. 

About 4.30 p.m. a second flock of Wild Geese passed 

over in the same direction, Sandisyke, near Brampton 

(J. M. Charlton). 

12th. – A Short-eared Owl in an alder-grove near 

Brampton; saw four Swallows flying south-west, also 

a flock of about sixty Redwings (J. M. Charlton). 

17th. – The Swallow noted on the 3rd inst. is still sitting 

on her eggs; the birds are shut in the coach-house each 

night, Sandisyke, near Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

23rd. – Flock of about fifteen Barnacle Geese passing 

north over Sandisyke; Herring-Gulls in the fields with 

Lapwings (J. M. Charlton). 

26th. – First Fieldfares (autumn migrants) arrived at 

Troutbeck, Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop). 

1st. – Grey Wagtail at Crosby-on-Eden (E. Hodgson). 

November 5th. – Saw a fine male Hawfinch to-day near 

Lynehow; a great gale blowing (Major S. Ferguson). 

9th. – Saw a Whooper Swan crossing over Solport from 

north-north-east towards Solway, about 2.50 p.m. 

(Major S. Ferguson). 

16th. – Flock of eleven Brent Geese seen near Silloth (J. 

Nichol). 

21st. – Saw a flock of about one hundred and fifty Grey 

Lag Geese at Skinburness (W. Nichol). 
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THE early days of 1912 were characterized by mild 

unseasonable weather. There was a short exception early in 

February, when 27° Fahr. was registered at Carlisle. This 

spell of frost brought quantities of wildfowl on to the 

Solway, and was responsible for the records of Smew on 

the Eden, and of Little Auk and Great Northern Diver on 

the Solway. The spring and summer which followed could 

scarcely be dignified by those terms; the rainfall was the 

greatest and the sunshine the least within living memory. 

There did not, however, appear to be much noticeable 

diminution in the numbers of our avian summer visitors, 

except perhaps the Swallow and House-Martin, which 

species are perhaps more readily noticed than those birds 

which frequent more rural areas. 

We should like observers to pay particular attention to 

the approximate numbers of any particular species in their 

district, and record the numbers as near as possible. Such 

records may have great scientific value. 

We are glad to be able to record the first definitely 

authenticated instance of the breeding of the Turtle-Dove 

in Cumberland, near Carlisle, in June, 1912. On June 20th 

the nest contained one young bird and one addled egg. 

After the nestling flew, the addled egg and the nest were 

presented to the Carlisle Museum. 

Some curious nesting-sites are again recorded, the 

strangest being that of a Thrush, which built its nest on the 

steam-pipe of the brake-gear beneath a North British 

Railway passenger coach whilst standing during the strike 

at Edinburgh in April. After the strike ended, the coach left 

Edinburgh at 6 p.m. on April 13th, and arrived at Carlisle 

at 8.42 p.m. with nest and eggs intact. Several nests of 

Blackbird and Song-Thrush were situated on the rain-

water pipes and gutters of houses, and at Belle Vue Mr. 

Dawson had a pair of Robins nesting in an outhouse, 

which chose for their first nest an old saucepan hanging 

against the wall, and for their second brood utilised a 

watering-can hanging in the same shed. 

Dr. Chalmers Mitchell’s address on the protection of 

animals to the British Association for the Advancement of 

Science, at Dundee, in 1912, has borne fruit in the shape 

of a “Nature Reserve Association”; it has a good work 

before it, and we wish it every success. 

In Carlisle, however, we had already taken a step in this 

direction, and had secured Kingmoor Common as a 

“Nature Reserve.” This piece of common land has long 

been noted by Carlisle botanists, entomologists, and 

ornithologists as a rich primeval tract. In recent years, 

however, the common has been less productive owing to 

partial cultivation. It has now been handed to the Museum 

Committee by the Corporation, and a number of Wardens 

have been appointed to take charge of it.  

An Association has been formed under the name of the 

“Cumberland Nature Reserve Association,” which will 

administer and protect the “Kingmoor Nature Reserve,” 

and probably others in the county, if opportunity arises. 

The Roedeer still maintains a precarious existence in the 

woods of North Cumberland, and the Badger yet exists in 

the same area. Reports reach us now and then of these 

persecuted animals. During the summer of 1912 a Badger 

was trapped by a rabbit-catcher in the Eden Valley, and 

one was reported to have attacked a sheep-dog at 

Cumwhinton. 

The Grayling was introduced into the River Eden, in its 

upper reaches, about twenty years ago. It has now spread 

almost the entire length of the river, and is frequently 

taken at Carlisle. We examined one caught at Carlisle on 

April 23rd, 1912; it weighed just over 7 oz. 
 

SOUTHERN LAKELAND NOTES FOR 1912. 

BY ERIC B. DUNLOP. 
 

During the spell of frost at the end of January and 

beginning of February a number of unusual avian visitors 

were noted on Lake Windermere. On Feb. 5th I saw a Red-

necked Grebe in full winter plumage; several Divers were 

also noted – I think both Red-throated and Black-throated 

species were represented. In addition, six Sheld-drakes 

were seen. 

On February 15th a party of four Great-crested Grebes 

was recorded from the same lake, and an Oystercatcher 

was seen a few days later by the same observer. A Great-

crested Grebe was recorded, in the local Press, as being 

shot at Milnthorpe towards the end of the month. 

On March 30th I found that a Peregrine Falcon had 

already laid; this is a very early date. It may be of interest 

to give the numbers of eggs in clutches of Ravens noted in 

1912. I either examined myself or had reliable information 

concerning eight nests. In two cases only two eggs were 

deposited; in one, three; in two, four (one of these was a 

second laying); and in the remaining three instances the 

clutch consisted of six eggs. 

The most interesting record of a mammal is that of a 

Whiskered Bat that was taken at Windermere on April 

22nd. 

If any further demonstration were needed of the 

invaluable services rendered by the Barn-Owl, it is surely 

given in the case of a nest of this species which I examined 

on the evening of June 15th. It contained three young 

Owls. When first examined the following remarkable 

collection was spread out near the young birds: – Ten 

Short-tailed Field-Voles, eight Long-tailed Field-Mice, 

and three Common Shrews; later the same evening the 

birds had taken three Short-tailed Field-Voles and a Long-

tailed Field-Mouse; a total of twenty-five head. 

On Aug. 5th two Black Terns were seen on Windermere 

by a reliable observer who is well acquainted with the 

species. At this time numerous Common Terns were 

frequenting the lake. 

With regard to game-birds in southern Lakeland, the 

young of both Partridge and Blackgame suffered severely 

from the wet weather, the former being very much reduced 

in numbers. Both Grouse and Pheasants did well, having 

evidently gained sufficient strength to withstand the wet 

which decimated the younger Partridges. Grouse were 

very numerous, strong, and wild at the commencement of 

the season. 

Appended is a selection of the notes and records sent in 

to the Bureau: —  

 

1912. 

January 7th. – Blackbirds and Song-Thrushes in full song; 

first heard four weeks ago. Very mild weather (D. Losh 

Thorpe).  

26th. – Little Auk shot at Rockliffe by Mr. Waller (D. 

Losh Thorpe).  

February 1st. – Smew, young male shot at Grinsdale 
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(Wm. Johnstone). 

2nd. – Great Northern Diver (a young bird), Rockliffe (J. 

Edgar). 

5th. – Five Cormorants flew over Stanwix, going up 

river to feeding place on the Eden (L. E. Hope). 

21st. – Sclavonian Grebe shot at Skinburness (W. 

Nichol). 

28th. – First Curlews passing over Troutbeck, 

Windermere (Eric B. Dunlop).  

March 5th. – Nest of Song-Thrush with three eggs in 

Carlisle Cemetery; first egg laid on March 3rd. Several 

others building (J. T. Charlton). 

9th. – Grey Wagtails have returned to upland haunts 

(Eric B. Dunlop). 

29th. – Ring-Ouzel in Cumberland (Eric B. Dunlop). 

April 4th. – Two House-Martins seen near Etterby Scaur; 

a fine, warm, spring day (D. Losh Thorpe).  

8th. – Wheatear seen at Silloth (J. C. Dove). 

13th. – House-Martin (one), Swallow (one), seen at 

Silloth, apparently just arriving (J. C. Dove). Nest of 

Song-Thrush on brake-gear of a railway carriage 

arrived in Carlisle from Edinburgh (H. Widdowson). 

14th. – Saw a Stonechat at Todhills, near Carlisle (J. B. 

Cairns). First Swallow seen at Kentmere, 

Westmorland (Eric B. Dunlop). Swallow seen at 

Stanwix, Carlisle (J. C. Dove). 

15th. – Large number of Bernacle and Grey Lag Geese 

on Long Newton Marsh, Solway (W. Nichol). A 

Starling in my dovecote is imitating the notes of a 

Nightingale, which is in full song in my aviary at 

Loshville (D. Losh Thorpe). 

16th. – Saw and heard Wood-Warbler at Harker, Carlisle 

(J. B. Cairns). 

20th. – Willow-Warbler and Sand-Martin seen at Gretna 

(W. H. Little). 

21st. – Common Sandpiper seen in the Lake District 

(Eric B. Dunlop). Swallows, Sand-Martins, and 

House-Martins seen at Wetheral (W. H. Little). Corn-

Crake heard at Belle Vue, Carlisle (Fletcher Ritson). 

23rd. – Corn-Crake heard at Knowefield, Carlisle (J. J. 

Grieve). Cuckoo heard at Keswick (J. Kirkbride). 

24th. – A male Redstart singing, Troutbeck, Windermere 

(Eric B. Dunlop). Corn-Crake and Cuckoo heard at 

Gretna (W. H. Little). 

25th. – Wood-Warbler singing, Lake District (Eric B. 

Dunlop). Corn-Crake at Carlisle (W. S. Marchington). 

26th. – Cuckoo heard, House-Martin seen, Pied 

Flycatcher reported, Lake District (Eric B. Dunlop). 

May 4th. – Yellow Wagtail seen, Lake District (Eric B. 

Dunlop). Pair of Yellow Wagtails seen at Tebay (W. 

N. Donald). 

5th. – Three Swifts seen at Carlisle (H. H. Hodgkinson). 

Four Swifts seen at Rickerby, Carlisle (W. H. Little). 

Corn-Crake heard at Stainton, Carlisle (W. B. 

Redmayne). 

6th. – Many Swifts seen in Bowness Bay, Windermere, 

where they have been for some days (Eric B. Dunlop). 

7th. – Swifts seen at Keswick (J. Kirkbride). 

9th. – Corn-Crake heard, Lake District (Eric B. Dunlop). 

Heard Blackcap Warbler and saw Orange-tip butterfly 

on the wing at Todhills, near Carlisle (J. B. Cairns). 

Corn-Crake heard at Grey Moor Hill, Carlisle (W. N. 

Donald). Wild Geese seen on Rockliffe Marsh (W. N. 

Donald). 

10th. – Swift seen at Etterby Scaur, Carlisle (W. N. 

Donald). Heard Nightjar at Rockliffe, Carlisle (J. B. 

Cairns). 

12th. – Spotted Flycatcher seen, Lake District (Eric B. 

Dunlop). 

20th. – Saw Tree-Sparrow at Rickerby Park, Carlisle (J. 

B. Cairns). 

June 16th. – Redstart’s nest in crevice of cliff overhanging 

the Carnbeck. Watched male and female Pied 

Flycatchers entering nesting-hole in tree-trunk by 

stream. Nest contains young birds. Old birds very 

confiding and active. Another pair endeavoured to 

enter hole when owners were away. Snipe 

“drumming.” Roedeer doe observed. Party of light-

coloured Grouse, young just able to fly, at Walton 

Moss. Tree-Pipit’s nest and eggs (J. M. Charlton). 

17th. – Wood-Warblers very numerous up River Gelt. 

Garden-Warbler feeding young. Woodcock rose 

heavily from swampy ground and flew to bank, where 

it half fell. A young bird seen distinctly between its 

legs. Three other chicks found whence it rose, near 

Brampton, Cumberland (J. M. Charlton). 

19th. – Wood-Warbler’s nest with four young. 

Sandpiper with two young. Lesser Redpoll, four 

young. Dipper, five young, River Lyne, Cumberland 

(J. M. Charlton). 

20th. – Turtle-Dove nesting near Carlisle (J. B. Cairns). 

Pied Flycatcher’s young out of nest. Found two young 

Oystercatchers, just hatched, among shingle by River 

Irthing, Cumber- land (J. M. Charlton). 

21st. – Redstarts very numerous this year (J. M. 

Charlton). 

22nd. – Woodcock seen to carry almost fledged young 

one when startled. Saw Roedeer fawn in pine wood. 

Despite the efforts of the landowner to exterminate 

them (almost successful two or three years ago, when 

a doe and fawn were shot), these animals, I am glad to 

see, breed here almost every year now. Grey Wagtail 

with young, Cumberland (J. M. Charlton). 

23rd. – Tree-Sparrow with fully fledged young. They 

seem to breed in some numbers in the Irthing Valley, 

in the hollow trunks of willows and oaks (J. M. 

Charlton). 

24th. – Young Oystercatchers took to water and swam 

across stream on my approach. Pied Wagtail’s nest and 

eggs. Sedge-Warblers and young. Tree-Sparrow in 

company with female House-Sparrow, and apparently 

paired, as no others were near. Saw a male Blackcap-

Warbler near Irthing. Lesser Whitethroat’s nest with 

one egg, near Brampton, Cumberland (J. M. Charlton). 

30th. – Great plague of Rats in this district; all peas and 

cauliflowers destroyed. Tawny Owls sat on trees near 

holes at dusk, and probably caught some of them, near 

Brampton, Cumberland (J. M. Charlton). 

July 5th. – Corn-Crake with young seen to cross main road 

near Brampton, Cumberland (Stewart Steele). 

6th. – Corn-Crake’s nest, six eggs, at edge of hayfield. 

Old birds very anxious, skimming close over grass, 

like Swallows, as it was being cut. Rooks were seen to 

destroy the eggs, near Brampton, Cumberland (J. M. 

Charlton). 

8th. – Captured young of Corn-Crake in hayfield. This 
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species was remarkably numerous here this year; I 

heard no fewer than five calling within half a mile near 

Walton. Visited Lesser Whitethroat’s nest; female half 

fell off and fluttered along the ground, four eggs, near 

Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

16th. – Spotted Flycatcher’s nest, two eggs. Roused pair 

of Woodcock at 12.30 p.m., which had been feeding, 

judging from freshly turned leaves and holes in soil 

made by beaks, near Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

18th. – Woodcock, startled from the wood, uttered a 

distinct chuckle of alarm, and looked round at me. Had 

evidently been asleep. Discovered Kingfisher’s nest, 

30 ft. above the Cambeck, at top of a sandstone cliff, 

Cumberland. Song of young of Common Wren very 

puzzling. Swallows observed catching wind-blown 

feathers of Geese (J. M. Charlton). A single Mute 

Swan seen flying due west about 20 ft. above ground 

near Brampton (S. G. Charlton). 

20th. – Sand-Martins nesting in banks of Rivers Irthing 

and Kingwater in larger numbers than ever before 

observed, near Brampton, Cumberland (J. M. 

Charlton). 

29th. – Two young Seals were in Silloth Harbour to-day. 

One was caught (W. H. Little). 

August 20th. – Wind, north-west. Flock of thirty or forty 

Mallard making due east. Owl hooting all day in 

sunlight near Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

30th. – First party of Meadow-Pipits travelling from 

moors. Swallows congregating and settling on lee-side 

of hawthorn hedge to pick off flies, chattering 

continually, near Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

September 3rd. – Saw Great Spotted Woodpecker during 

heavy shower of rain, near Brampton (J. M. Charlton). 

October 1st. – East wind, strong; flocks of twenty Golden 

Plover flying east (H. V. Charlton). 

3rd. – Flock of sixty or seventy Geese passed over here 

at 2 p.m. They came from north-west, and passed 

south, Heads Nook, near Carlisle (G. B. Routledge). 

Geese heard passing from east to west over Stanwix 

about 8 p.m.; a clear frosty night. A House-Martin seen 

at Etterby Scaur (D. Losh Thorpe). Flock of twenty or 

thirty Geese passed over, going due west, at 3 a.m., 

calling, near Brampton (H. V. Charlton). 

7th. – Flock of one hundred Fieldfares passing south, 

near Brampton (H. V. Charlton). 

9th. – Redwings have arrived near Brampton (J. M. 

Charlton). 

16th. – Small flock of Swallows and House-Martins seen 

near Stanwix, Carlisle (D. Losh Thorpe). 

17th. – Wild Geese flying over Carlisle about 10 p.m. 

(D. Losh Thorpe). 

18th. – Flock of about two hundred Wild Geese flying 

west over Cumrew, Cumberland (T. Maughan). 

21st. – A single House-Martin seen at Stanwix (D. Losh 

Thorpe). 

November 18th. – A Peregrine Falcon seen to stoop at a 

Kingfisher on the Eden near Salkeld. It missed, but 

returned again to look for the prospective tit-bit. Jack-

Snipe are very numerous here this season, Eden 

Valley, near Salkeld, Cumberland (H. Britten). 



Transcripts of the annual reports of the Natural History Record Bureau, Carlisle, 1902-1912 

 

33 

Appendix 1  List of other material included in the Natural History Record Bureau’s ‘Record Book’ 

 

List of contents of ‘Record Book’ 
 

Pages  Pages  

    

unnumbered Index of list of the bird species listed 65-74 1906 records 

1-6 Text about Knots breeding in 75-83 1907 records 

 captivity in Cumberland 84 Blank 

6 Hooded Crow 85-96 1908 records 

7-14 1902 records 97-105 1909 records 

15-37 1903 records 106-114 1910 records 

38-48 1904 records 115-120 1911 records 

49 Blank 121 Blank 

50-63 1905 records 122-127 1912 records 

64 Blank  [Remainder of book blank] 

 

Cuttings etc glued in in ‘Record Book' 
 

Page No. Nature of cutting 

1 Carlisle Journal, 21st Jun 1902, Arctic birds’ eggs obtained in Cumberland [from captive Knots] 

6 Carlisle Journal, 13th Nov 1902, Carlisle Entomological and Natural History Society 

7 Carlisle Journal, 25th Nov 1902, [Pheasant seen in centre of Carlisle] 

8 Carlisle Journal, ca.25 Nov 1902, A natural history Record Bureau 

8 Carlisle Journal, 2nd Dec 1902, [Long-tailed Duck] 

8 Carlisle Journal, 28 Nov 1902, [Geese] 

11 Two sketches of Jackdaw with deformed bill. 

16 East Cumberland News, 6th Feb 1903, A rare bird [Sabine’s Gull] 

16 Carlisle Journal, 13th Feb 1903, [Goshawk – later identified as a Peregrine - shot near Curthwaite 

and sent for preservation by J.Robinson, taxidermist, of Workington] 

17 Yorkshire Weekly Post, [Sabine’s Gull] 

17 Carlisle Journal, 21st Feb 1902 and 7th Mar1903, 

33 Carlisle Journal, 11th Sep 1903 and 15th Sep 1903, [Knots and Knot eggs] 

36 Carlisle Journal, 7th Nov 1903, [Late staying Swallows] 

40 Carlisle Journal, [1902-03 Natural History Record Bureau Report] 

42 Carlisle Journal, 12th Apr 1904 [Robin’s nest in a bucket] 

46 Manchester Guardian, 19th Oct 1904 [?] [shooting of Sooty shearwaters off Scarborough] 

 
Cuttings etc loose in ‘Record Book’ 

• H.A.Macpherson, (ca.1884), Carlisle Journal [?], Local ornithology in 1884. 

• R.Graham, 29th Apr 1908, Handwritten copy of letter to L.E.Hope about ducks at Netherby. 

• W.J.Farrer, 23th Nov 1908, letter to L.E.Hope about Wigeon breeding at Bassenthwaite Lake. 

• Anon., Carlisle Journal, 5th Aug 1910, Migration of birds – habits ascertained by use of aluminium rings. [Complaint 

about badly fitted rings] 

• F.Proud, Yorkshire Post, ca.9th Aug 1910, Marked birds and migration. 

• H.W.Robinson and F.W.Smalley, Yorkshire Post, ca.12th Aug 1910, Marked birds and migration. 

• D.L.Thorpe and L.E.Hope, Yorkshire Post, ca.13th Aug 1910, The marking and migration of birds. 

• M.T.Cox, Yorkshire Post, ca.15th Aug 1910, Marked birds and migration. 

• Anon. [probably G.W.Murdoch], Yorkshire Post, Marked birds and migration. 

• H.W.Robinson, Yorkshire Post, [not dated], Marked birds and migration. 

• H.F.Witherby, Yorkshire Post, ca.16th Aug 1910, [no title]. 

• J.Moore, Yorkshire Post, ca.17 Aug 1910, [no title] 

• F.Proud, Yorkshire Post, ca.18th Aug 1910, Marked birds and migration. 

• ‘A Lover of Nature’, Yorkshire Post, [not dated] [no title]. 

• H.F.Witherby, Yorkshire Post, ca.19th Aug 1910, Marked birds and migration. 

• D.L.Thorpe and L.E.Hope, Yorkshire Post, ca.19th Aug 1910, Marked birds and migration. 

• Anon., Carlisle Journal, [date?], Tullie House Museum, Natural history records for 1910. 

• Anon., Carlisle Journal [?], The Black-headed Gull. [Numbers too high] 

• L.E.Hope, 30th Mar 1928, Carlisle Journal [?], The migration of birds. Marking scheme exhibit at Tullie House. 
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Appendix 2  List of species mentioned in the Annual Reports of the Natural History Record Bureau 

 

BIRDS 
 

Barnacle Goose 

    (Geese) 

Barn(-)Owl 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

Bean(-)Goose (Geese) 

Bernacle Goose 

    (Geese) 

Bewick(s) Swan 

Bittern 

Blackbird 

Blackcap-Warbler 

    (Blackcap) 

Black Grouse 

Black Guillemot 

Black(-)headed Gull 

Black-tailed Godwit 

Black Redstart 

Black Tern 

Blue Tit 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Brambling 

Brent Goose (Geese) 

Buffon’s Skua 

Buzzard 

    (Common Buzzard) 

 

Chaffinch 

Chiffchaff 

Common Buzzard  

    (Buzzard) 

Common Linnet 

Common Sandpiper 

Common Scoter 

Common Snipe (Snipe) 

Common Tern 

Common Thrush 

Coot 

Cormorant 

Corn(-/ )Bunting 

Corn(-)Crake 

Crossbill 

Cuckoo 

Curlew 

Curlew(-)Sandpiper 

 

Dipper 

Dotterel  

Dunlin 

Dusky Redshank 

 

Fieldfare 

Fork-tailed Petrel  

    (Leach’s Petrel) 

 

Gadwall 

Gannet 

Garden-Warbler 

Garganey 

Golden-crested Wren 

Golden-eye  

    (Goldeneye) 

Golden Oriole 

Golden Plover 

Goldfinch 

Goosander 

Grasshopper(-)Warbler 

Great Crested Grebe 

Great Northern Diver 

Great Phalarope 

Great Skua 

Great Snipe 

Great Spotted 

    Woodpecker 

Great Tit 

Green Sandpiper 

Greenshank 

Green Woodpecker 

Grey Lag(-/ )Goose 

    (Geese) 

Grey Phalarope 

Grey Plover 

Grey Wagtail 

Guillemot 

 

Hawfinch 

Hedge Sparrow 

Hen-Harrier 

Heron 

Herring Gull 

Hooded Crow 

House(-)Martin 

House-Sparrow 

 

Iceland Gull 

 

Jack-Snipe (Jack Snipe) 

 

Kestrel 

Kingfisher 

Kite 

Kittiwake 

Knot 

 

Land(-)Rail 

Lapwing (Peewit) 

Leach’s Petrel 

    (Fork-tailed Petrel) 

Lesser Redpoll 

Lesser Tern 

Lesser Whitethroat 

Little Auk 

Little Grebe 

Little Gull 

Little Stint  

Long-eared Owl 

Long-tailed Duck 

Long-tailed Tit  

 

Magpie 

Mallard (Wild Duck) 

Manx Shearwater 

Marsh Tit 

Meadow(-/ )Pipit 

Merlin 

Missel Thrush  

Mistle-Thrush 

Mute Swan 

 

Night Heron 

Nightingale 

Night(-)jar 

 

Oyster(-)catcher 

 

Peewit (Lapwing) 

Peregrine Falcon 

Pheasant 

Pied Flycatcher 

Pied Wagtail 

Pink-footed Goose 

    (Geese) 

Pintail 

Pochard 

Pomatorhine Skua 

Puffin 

Purple Sandpiper 

 

Raven 

Razorbill 

Red(-)breasted  

     Merganser 

Reeve 

Red-necked Grebe 

Redshank 

Redstart 

Red(-)throated Diver 

Redwing  

Richardson’s Skua 

Ring(ed) Plover 

Ring(-)Ouzel 

Robin 

Rock Pipit 

Rook 

 

Sanderling 

Sand(-/ )Martin 

Sandwich Tern 

Scaup 

Sclavonian Grebe 

Sedge(-/ )Warbler 

Shore-Lark 

Short-eared Owl 

Shoveler/Shoveller 

Siskin 

Sky(-)Lark 

Smew 

Snipe (Common Snipe) 

Snow(-)Bunting 

Snow Goose 

Song(-/ )Thrush 

Sparrowhawk 

    Sparrow Hawk 

Spotted Flycatcher 

Spotted Redshank 

Starling 

Stock(-/ )Dove 

Stonechat 

Stone-Curlew 

    (Great Plover) 

Swallow 

Swift 

Tawny Owl 

Tree(-)Pipit 

Tree-Sparrow 

Tufted Duck 

Turnstone 

Turtle(-)Dove 

Twite 

 

Velvet Scoter 

 

Waterhen 

Water Rail 

Wheatear 

Whimbrel 

Whinchat 

White-fronted Goose 

    (Geese) 

White Stork 

Whitethroat 

White Wagtail 

Whooper Swan 

Wigeon 

Wild Duck (Mallard) 

Wild Swan 

Willow(-/ )Warbler 

    (Willow-Wren) 

Whooper Swan 

Woodcock 

Wood(-/ )Pigeon 

Wood-Warbler 

Wren 

Wryneck 
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Yellow Bunting 

     (Yellow Hammer) 

Yellow Wagtail   

 

 

MAMMALS 
 

Badger 

Bank-Vole 

Field Vole 

Pygmy Shrew (Lesser 

     Shrew, Pigmy Shrew) 

Long-eared Bat 

Mole 

Noctule (Great Bat) 

 

Pine Marten 

Pipistrelle 

(Brown) Rat 

 

Roe Deer 

(Grey) Seal 

Water-Shrew 

 

 

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS 
 

Viper(Adder)    

 

 

FISH 
 

Dace Gilthead (Sea Partridge) Saurey Pike Scale-rayed Wrasse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover: Illustration of Black-headed Gulls Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
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