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Seasons Greetings
The year 2020 is definitely one that we all will remember and hope that the public’s renewed
interest in nature will continue long after the pandemic.
Despite the country slowing down, CBDC has been kept busy. Moustafa our data officer has
created a draft Cumbria habitat base map that will support Cumbria’s Nature Recovery
Network Strategy. Stuart our recording officer returned early from furlough to tackle the
70,000 records in his in tray and start planning 2021 events and Deb our Manager has been

learning more about future data biodiversity data needs required by the Environment Bill to
find out what the implications will be for CBDC and Cumbria's recorders. We will be able to
tell you more about all this at the Annual Recorders' Conference in March 2021.
Wishing you a 2021 that is healthy, happy and full of new and interesting records.

From everyone at CBDC

Awesome Autumn finds
As you all know recording is a past-time that has been less restricted than others this
Autumn. Here are a few interesting finds that have made their way to CBDC this season.
Photo credits go to the recorder.

Geophilus flavus, a soil centipede
Thursby, November 11th 2020
Jane Orgee found this centipede underneath a plant
tray in the front garden and sent it into iRecord. This
is a recorded first for the VC 70 and a 5th record for
Cumbria.

Metidiocerus rutilans, a hopper
Carlisle, December 6th 2020
Paul Kennedy found this hopper on a fence that
was bordering a small pond and recorded it on
iRecord. It was confirmed to be a female of the
species. This record is a second for the county but
a first for VC 70.

Petasites fragrans, winter heliotrope
Crooklands, November 20th 2020
Jacqui Ogden noticed about 100 spikes of this fragrant heliotrope and
posted this photograph on Cumbria Botany facebook page. Not
because it is unusual or rare
but, because doesn't usually in flower in November. Keep an eye out
for one if your participating in the New Year Plant Hunt.

Mutinus caninus, Dog Stinkhorn
Lowther Castle, 4th October 2020
Martin McGowan a Mountain Leader spotted several specimens of
this unusual fungi in the adventure playground and uploaded his
pictures to iNaturalist. This will be the 6th record we’ve received of this
species post 2010 and the first for this year.

Pimpla rufipes, black slip wasp
Carlisle, October 8th 2020,
Stuart Colgate our recording officer at CBDC found this
ichneumon wasp dead in a spider’s web in his garage. This
makes the 2nd record of this species in Cumbria!
Fortunately, it was a female as the straight ovipositor
distinguishes this species from the similar looking
Apechthis compunctor.

Ectoedemia argyropeza, Virgin pygmy
Derwent Water, October 2020
Billy Dykes sent us verified details of the blotch mine on a leaf of Aspen Populus tremula leaf
which he recorded from alongside Withesike Bay, Derwent Water. This is the 2nd known site

for this species in Cumberland (VC 70). With another
possible record found by county recorder Martin Tordoff and
his wife at Sizergh which could be another first, if confirmed,
in Westmoreland (VC 69).

CBDC's Data Services Continue to Grow
The Autumn has been exceptionally busy with CBDC's data enquiries service continuing as
normal. On top of this CBDC was funded by Natural England to carry out a habitat audit in
the county on behalf of the Cumbria Local Nature Partnership. To date CBDC has received
data from over 20 different organisations in the county. Working with the data owners CBDC
has combined the local data with the national Priority Habitat Inventory to create a new draft
Cumbria Habitat Map. The mapping work has been carried out for the Defra funded Local
Nature Recovery Strategy pilot being overseen by Cumbria County Council. This map will
form part of the evidence used to create the Nature Recovery Network Map in Cumbria next
year.

Letter from our Recording Officer
Dear Recorders,
Firstly, many thanks to all the recorders that have sent me their records. Like many people,
my job as Recording Officer endured a hiatus of 5 months due to Covid-19 restrictions. Since
being back full time, I have been devoted to answering the large number of emails and
extracting the records you have all sent. I am now in the process, along with CBDC’s brilliant

volunteers and Intern (Annwen, Heather and Jay), of preparing the data to be imported to
our database. This will mean that more than 70,000 new records will be added! All your
records will then be sent to our unsung heroes, the county verifiers, who will check and verify
to ensure the robustness and reliability of our data. This has been something that has been
disrupted this year, but we are hoping to get back on track in the ensuing months.

Every Record Counts!
We would love to add more records to our data so if you have not got round to sending in
your records from 2020, 2019… or from even earlier years. I would encourage you to do so,
as soon as you are able to, please. The more records we have, the better we understand the
state of our biodiversity. CBDC is keen to get records not only of the Cumbrian rarities, but
also of the common species. It is vital to have sufficient data to be able to detect when a
currently common species is becoming less well recorded. Few records could mean either
the species is so common that no-one bothers to record it, or more worryingly, the species
might be failing to thrive in some areas. Please keep sending in all your records to help
us detect if the latter occurs! Do not forget to add the various birds you see visiting your
feeder every morning or the moth that you find fluttering around your lamp.
This year has been a good one for under-recorded species, with so many excellent
records! To all those recorders who have sent in their records so far, I want to give a big
THANK YOU from all of us at CBDC.

Stuart Colgate

Hunting for Harvest Mice
CBDC and the Cumbria Mammal Group are trying to develop a better understanding of the
distribution of the Harvest Mouse. In the last 20 years there have been only 2 sightings in
North Cumbria and 5 in South Cumbria. With the Harvest Mouse being both small, only
weighing 6g, and being an effective hider it is hard to spot one. Which contributes to why we
have so few records. However, they can be identified using both the breeding nests and nonbreeding nests. These can be found in tussock grasses, reeds or hedgerows in locations
that are not overly disturbed by people or livestock. During the months of December 2020 to
February 2021 we are asking for your help to learn more about the harvest mouse in
Cumbria by going out and having a look for their nests. Hopefully, we will see some great
records from this project! Find out more on the Harvest Mouse CBDC webpage.
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Solway Nature Network - Results
The Solway Nature Network project was started in April of 2018 with the aim to know more
about what plants and animals could be found along the Solway. Once Stuart CBDC’s
Recording Officer had trained a group of eager volunteers and developed their identification
skills some really interesting species were recorded. From the start of the project until July
2019 the volunteers made over 1,000 records covering 585 different species. They included:
plants, fungi, insects, birds, mammals, amphibians and reptiles. One recorder even found a
Goldfish in Harrington Nature Reserve! It was removed and given to a good home to avoid it
affecting the natural wildlife. To find out more about what the volunteers found visit the
CBDC website page Solway Nature Network.

10th New Year Plant Hunt
If you are out and about over the New Year think about joining in with the tenth BSBI New
Year Plant Hunt (NYPH) which will run from Friday 1st to Monday 4th January 2021. We'd
love you to join the Hunt but only if you're confident that you can stay Covid-safe. Find out
how to take part and using the NYPH recording app (which goes live by 31st December) by
visiting the NYPH page on the BSBI website. By taking part in the Hunt, you will
help to build up a clearer picture of how our wildflowers are responding to changes in
autumn and winter weather patterns.

Meet our New Intern
Hello, I am Jayden Glinka (they/them) and I have been interning with CBDC and Tullie
House Museum since September. I am an international student from Canada, and I have
been studying Zoology at the University of Cumbria since 2018. I have a keen interest in
invertebrates, mainly insects and hope to focus more on entomology in the future.
I have been working with Tullie House Museum over the last few months on a section in their
Roman exhibit where they want to include wildlife and biodiversity. It is still a work in
progress, but I am really excited about some of the conversations that the exhibit could start
about the wildlife and what affects it within Cumbria. Both in the past and present. I have
also been heading up the social media for CBDC, I hope you have attended and enjoyed
some of the talks that I have shared on there. I am also leading the Harvest Mouse project. I
hope to see some great records! Outside of my university and intern work I like to cross
stitch or go on walks. I am looking forward to the New Year and hopefully meeting some of
you at some CBDC events.

Jay

Coming Up In 2021
Recorders' Conference 2021 & Call for Help
Under the current circumstances CBDC is not going to be able to organise the Annual
Recorders’ Conference in Tullie House, and so we have been considering alternatives. One
of the most enjoyable features of the Recorders’ Conference is meeting up with friends and
recorders during the breaks. CBDC staff have experienced several online conferences this
year and the limited social interaction has been the biggest loss. Also we have learned that
a whole day spent staring at a screen is very tiring. Therefore, we are looking at running a
shorter half day on line event in March.
As the team is very busy we are looking for a couple of volunteers to help us decide a
programme and help run the IT on the day. We are sitting down to discuss details on
Wednesday 13th Jan at 3.00pm, so if you have any ideas for presentations or would like to
help organise the event please contact Deb (Manager@cbdc.org.uk).

CBDC Training Events
CBDC organised training days are slowly but surely filling up our Recording Officer's diary.
They include events for the Cumbria Wildlife Trust’s Get Cumbria Buzzing project and Caring
for God’s Acre. Details will be published on the CBDC website and our Facebook page when
finalised.

Caring for God’s Acre
Caring for God's Acre is a church - based project bringing to light the importance of the burial
grounds within the country. Despite being places filled with both local heritage and
biodiversity burial grounds they unfortunately get overlooked. CBDC has been asked to
organise training events in churchyards for the local parishioners in the Ulverston area. They
will include plant identification, ecology and habitat as well as suggest ways the church could
continue surveying. Stuart is looking forward to returning to face to face teaching again.
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