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Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre (CBDC) is a nfr-profit
organisation that brings together and managdgermation
on Cumbriads natur al hi story and

It does this |y:

1 Working with the biological and geological recording communities, including local
and national experts, to collect the data and ensure that it is robust.

1 Making information available towaide variety of people including the public,
researchers, ecologists and decision makers.

i1 Providing a range of data amaformation services to statutory bodies and local
and national conservation organisations.

f Delivering training and organising publicevetat®Nd A 8 S | ¢ NSy Saa 27F [ dzy
wonderful natural history.
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We Icome to the CBDC Biannual Report

CBDC continues to provide excellent servicefor those requiring biological
and geological data in the countg addition tosupporingthe wider
network of volunteers who gather the majority of CBDG data

CBDC benefits from strong support from local authoriéied consultants who require data

for the planning and development processes. However, this income has not made up for the
loss of income due to Government funding cuidichhashada substantialdetrimental

impact on theCBDQCeservesOver the past two years, CBDC has strived to replace this lost
income by developing new services that demonstrate lifigh level of knowledge and skills
within the team, as well as the value of the data hold; thisperiod has seen some

impressive data aalysis and mapping fa&Rusland Horizons and Plantlifedditionally, he
recruitment of a Recording Officer with a background in ecology and education has enabled
usto generateadditional income by providing training courses and otbenwices

Theachiexements ofCBDGQIuringthis periodhas been shaped ke efforts of the partner
organisations oihe steering groupwho advocate on behalf of CBOIping to raise the
profile of our dataand servicesFor examplethe Lake District National Pairkvited CBDC
to participate in the State of the Park reporting process.

CBDC continues to benefit from the support oflbgical recorders in Cumbria and their

regular involvement in recording days, public events, verification, and office administration.

In recaynition oftheir efforts, we providefree assistancevith atlas production, online

mapping, host information oourwebsitg YR NXzy G KS F yydz - wSO2NRS
which is always fully attended
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Our Data

During this period,CBDC hasreceived 151,500 new species records
from recorders and recording societieboth local and national

To ensure thatve only usehigh quality data for the services thate provide, each record
is checked and verified by CBDC staff, as well as localagiothal experts.

CBCD now holds 2,337,084 records covering 31,721

species from 70 taxonomic groups.
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A chatrt illustrating the taxonomic breakdown of the CBDC dataset

Making our data robust

Each year CBDC liaises withor morelocal and nationagxperts who check anderify
the recordswe receive Verifiersalso helpusto re-verify older and historic recorgsvhich
include some of the oldest records in Tullie House museum, dating back éatlyd 800s

Cumbria GeGonservaton has an annugbrogramme ofgeologicakite visitsto review and
updatesthe information held by CBDC aur behalf. We also work with county recorders
to update key species interest zones, which illustrate the known and potelisiaibution
of protected species.g. natterjack toador water vole.
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Wood mouse caught stealing bird food
in a kitchen in Penrith.

In November 201 Ayith the supportofW2 Ky al NI AY [/ dzYo Nanin@@a al YYI f
and students from the Univeity of Cumbriawe published an updated Cumbria Mammal
Atlas.Whilstreviewingthe datg we notedthat we received very fewhousemouse records.

We asked, via social media, if people were seeing them but not recording them and received
manyresponses, includingver 70 records of wood mice (double the usual numigdsut

only one confirmed record of a house mouse

Recorders relaxing for lunch and sharing
notes at a recording day

Each year, CBDC invites Cumbrian recorders to a summer programme of four recording

days, which are organised on uneexcorded sites around the country. This allows us to

fill gaps in our data, but also provides an opportunity for recorders to visit e, ais the
SogSyita IINB 2F0GSy 2 ydingdaks@ttractSexpérienter gecorderswittQ & N
a range of identification skills including, mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, butterflies,
moths, beetles, flies, flowering plants, bryophytes, fiagd lichens.

&
)¢
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Solway Nature Networks

CBDC noticed that there were gaps in data from the Solway coast and plains outside of the
National Nature Reserves. A grant from the Cumbria Community Foundation and Eon Robin
Rigg Community Fund helped us trairdaupport 24 volunteer recorders to gather data in

the area, forming the Solway Nature Networks. Volunteer recorders have provided us over
1,000 recordsSome volunteers undertook personal projects, such as mapping the native
bluebells along the coast. Weill be sharing this information with the local community

and the Solway AONB as part of their Management Plan consultation in early 2020.

Sea KaleCrambe maritimaan be found
along the more sparsely vegetated pa
of the Solway Coast thus providing an
important source of nectar for coastal
pollinators.

Above:Solway Nature Network volunteetsave the weatheon theirfirst training session
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