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Introduction

The purpose of these maps is to support local and visiting moth recorders by giving a
local distributional context of all 583 macromoth species that have been recorded in
Cumbria. The maps have utilised over 4 million records, almost entirely volunteer
collected, which is a great credit to the efforts of the local moth recorders, past and
present. The records used span almost 200 years with the first relatively precise record
on the database referring to a Convolvulus Hawkmoth in the Carlisle area in September
1824, recorded by Thomas Heysham.

It is hoped that these maps will enable recorders to identify records which add to the
distributional knowledge and also those that may be unusual and require verification.
These maps should act as a helpful accompaniment to the 2000 publication, ‘A checklist
of the Butterflies and larger Moths of Cumbria’ (edited by Bill Kydd and Stephen Hewitt).
Since this publication, recorders have documented new species arriving in the county
which have subsequently become established and widespread. The status of many
species have become clearer with the increasing popularity of moth recording. Maps of
moth species distributions have already been available via the NBN gateway (mainly at
10 km resolution) for a few years and this document does not replace this facility but
offers a few advantages for checking basic distribution;

® The document is downloadable so is more accessible in the field or
somewhere without internet.

e A greater speed at which you can flick through multiple species at
higher resolution (2 km where possible), showing the two date ranges.

* More up-to-date records (Feb 2017 is shown and annual updates are planned).

® A higher level of validation compared with NBN data, which comes from
multiple sources.

Notes on the maps

The maps are drafts and may still contain errors and omissions but this is
a working document with annual updates so corrections can be regularly rectified.

Squares on the maps are categorised into two date ranges, pre-2000
and post-2000 records.

Most squares are shown at 2 km resolution. However, larger squares indicate 10 km
resolution records. These are only shown where a 2 km or better resolution is not
available within a 10 km square for one of the date ranges. Most of these larger squares
represent historical records where a grid reference has been estimated based on a
location name provided.

Aggregate species records e.g. Marbled minor agg. have not been included in

this version of the atlas but may be considered in a future update. i
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